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Foreword 

On the tenth day of the month of Muharram, fifty years after the 
passing of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (s), Imam Hussain (a) and a 
small number of family members and companions were slaughtered at 
the hands of the Umayyad government. They made their stance on the 
land of Karbala with determination and resolve. They did not waiver 
in the face of an army of thousands. They made that stance in the hope 
that their memory will bring life to a Muslim nation which was spiraling 
fast down the road of deviance. 

More than thirteen centuries have passed since. Yet every year, 
Muslims around the world continue to commemorate the tragedy and 
remember Imam Hussain’s (a) great sacrifice. Devotees from around 
the globe flock to his grave in Karbala to visit and supplicate. They 
remember the events of that bloody massacre and the valor of Imam 
Hussain (a) and his companions. They recite verse and prose in 
commemoration of that stance. 

Because of the great importance of the tragedy and the passion that it 
infused into the Muslim nation, Umayyad authorities did all they could 
to erase its memory. They forbade the mentioning of Imam Hussain 
(a), persecuted anyone who professed love to the Holy Prophet’s (s) 
household, and spread false ideologies that absolved them of any 
culpability. Despite all this, Imam Hussain’s (a) stance was engraved 
into the conscience of the Muslim nation. As Lady Zaynab proclaimed 
in the court of Yazid, “By God, you will never erase our remembrance 
or kill our inspiration.” 



As a fulfilment of Lady Zaynab’s promise, Muslim historians were able 
to compile and record tire events of the tragedy with great detail. Some 
scholars would even dedicate entire volumes to tire tragedy. These 
books — known as tire Maqa/il (sing. Maqtal) - are now die chief sources 
for historical accounts in regards to Imam Hussain’s (a) stance on die 
lands of Karbala. 

Unfortunately, diere has not been a comprehensive resource for this 
critical historic event in die English language. That is why the Mainstay 
Foundation has undertaken the task of compiling and publishing an 
encyclopedia of die history of die event. This volume, The Saga: The 
Battle of Karbala, is a compilation of die events that took place in the 
land of Karbala from die beginning of the battle on the 10 th of 
Muharram to die martyrdom of Imam Hussain (a). 

In compiling this encyclopedia, we were careful to ensure that all 
entries are properly referenced. Most entries are taken from the books 
of die Maqatil in which our scholars dedicated volumes to the memory 
of the batde of Karbala. Specifically, many entries are taken from: 

• Al-Sabeeb rain Maqtal Sajtyid al-Sbt/bada (a) by Muhammad al- 
Rayshahri, 

• Maqtalal-Hussai/i (a) by Abdulrazzaq al-Muqarram, 

• Maqtal al-Hussai/i (a) by al-Muwaffaq ibn Ahmad al- 
Khowarizmi, 

• Maqtal al-Hussain (a) by Abu Miklinaf, 

• Kama ’ij al-Slshjan by Sayyid Muhsin al-Ameen, and 

• Maws//at Karbala by Dr. Labeeb Beydoun. 

We hope that this work is accepted by our beloved Imam Hussain (a) 
as a contribution to the preservation of his message and stance. We 
pray to God Almighty to accept our efforts and make them a means 
of growing closer to His sendee. 

Finally, we want to take this opportunity to thank you for your support. 
As students of Islam and as compilers of this text, our greatest purpose 


is to please God by passing along this knowledge to others. By picking 
up this book, you have lent your crucial support to this endeavor. We 
hope that you will continue your support throughout the rest of this 
book, and we ask that you keep us in your prayers whenever you pick 
it up. 


Sajyicl Nassau al-Nakee/u, 

The Mainstay Foundation, London, UK 


The Companions of the Imam 
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The Few Who Escaped the Slaughter 

\jj> Vl 4 Afl-iiuul ji ya jv32>- ^ j\ <*J yo 

■ ^ j 4A^x» t_jU_^uV c_3 jSi ^ ya l-ijJut* 

It is undisputed that all of al-Hussain's (a) supporters present in 
Karbala were martyred, except for a handful of individuals who did 
not attain the honor of martyrdom for some specific reason. They are 
as follows; 

j AO -f* Cr° dAjJl Ja\ yo 

y, o.A^-13 J kS ^ cj 

aJc-) y ^£> ^AilxSl yj f\*y\ di j c<tol 

•tj^~ ^ ®jyd _J otalc c j*s£^ IAjj^o (_$AS\ ( f }U\ 

From the Household [of the Prophet (s)], three of the children of 
Imam Hassan (a) survived and they are: Zayd, Amr, and al-Hassan II. 
The latter was wounded and taken and nursed by Asmaa ibn Kharija 
al-Fazari - a relative of his mother - until he recovered. This is in 
addition to Imam Zayn al-Abideen Ali ibn al-Hussain (a), who was 
fatally ill but was later cured by God, thus saving him from the 
massacre for an evident reason. 

iS^ls ij^i\ j* [jf- U] 

From the companions, three survived. They are: 

^ ^|jlja3 c j j Ji» L \ djjl \£* • 
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aS ji*' U*/ (j»^U\ “Jc) ^o\ \Jj «<*Jc 

■aU' Ji 

• Al-Dahhak ibn Abdullah al-Mashriqi [...] who faught with al- 
Hussain (a) on a condition [that he be allowed to leave if no 
one remained but him and al-Hussain (a)]. When [al-Hussain] 
(a) remained alone, he gave [al-Dahhak] permission to escape 
die batdefield and return to his family. 

Ijwl ji-1 \Jl3 i'&jx i\ j Sb 2 aJc) 

‘ (_} _j-° Ail Oj ol)j aWI cil 

• Uqba ibn Sam'an, the servant of al-Rabab die wife of al- 
Hussain (a). He used to serve al-Hussain (a) and came widi him 
to die batde. He was taken capdve to Ubaydillah ibn Ziyad, 
who let him go when he heard diat he is a servant of al-Rabab. 

A) yyy' A' dV y uA y. y ■j c * 

• Ali ibn Othman ibn al-Khattab al-Maghribi, who was a servant 
of the Commander of the Faithful (a), as narrated by al-Shaykh 
al-Sadouq in al-lkmaal. 1 
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The Companions who Accompanied al- 
Hussain (a) from Mecca 


c aSCo ^ja aJc) d* 33 j» '(J ^ 3 

d®' J <aJ^o j £ <Caa_*4j 82 j (jUil <Jw j tAsiA-\ ^ 


.«AIU 

Akhtab Khawarizm listed the number of those who accompanied al- 
Hussain (a) from Mecca as follows, "He (a) left Mecca on Thursday, 
on the Day of Tarweyah, the 8th of Dhul Hijja, along with eighty two 
men, including his followers, servants, and family members." 

0< d^ ^ (^Vj) di u'c' d 3 ‘ J?* & d j 

O-U^liLo 1 .V*>^- . A^ll ^ ^ 

. A^a Axa Ax* ^ ‘ Aiff- «AUia^ 

CAtyj i -A 3 _ji^ d “^ ao . Sjj^ JW-j Ax* ^u_ jula 

. jU^i\ 


Along the way, many people joined him. When he reached Zubala and 
the news of the martyrdom of Muslim ibn Aqeel, Hani ibn Urwa, and 
Abdullah ibn Yaqrur reached him. He spoke to die people and 
informed them of the ends for which he revolted. The people scattered 
away from him so that no one remained except those who had came 
widi him from Mecca. Therefore, only those who were true to the 
revolution remained with him when die position became clear and 
their fate became evident. 
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(j* \U Ajlj Oj^ J 

(^p- Au s-laJl Ij^T J C IjJaij J \y)3 <4iP o\ J^A j ‘ 

.Aaj Ifj aJI ^jjAS^ ^y® (3c^ 1-ifc ^J?i l j .AjLjill 

Imam Hussain (a) tested his companions again on die eve of the 10th 
of Muharram. He asked diem to leave him, but they refused and chose 
to remain widi him to the end. In addidon to these men [who 
accompanied him from the start] very few had joined later on. 2 
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Those Who Joined al-Hussain (a) from 
Kufa 


J ...■■ C l^Ul \jli3 t A.il« Ji*-'® 43^s\\ 

‘ t^S l3 ^ a * * J ‘ «■ ^jCi! u^O pUj\ <0\ jvJajI |»fl«/31>-»S t aJ\ 

‘ ^ ^^[...] 21 -Xaj 

(4£>“ jj ^ « Xiju Is Lj\^*a> ‘ (^_jLc»-) <0l\ 

.[...] (j 

Kufa was the capital of the Shia. When the Kufans heard of al- 
Hussain's (a) journey, they marched toward him. Some of them joined 
him before his arrival to Karbala, while others joined when he was in 
Karbala. We can list 21 such names [...]. In addition, Wahab ibn 
Abdullah al-Kalbi, who was a Christian and entered Islam along with 
his wife, joined Imam Hussain (a) and were martyred in Karbala. [...] 3 
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How Many were in the Camp of al- 
Hussain (a)? 


jl jl < aSlJ .1 3 

j^ 3 Lo 4$Co Ai-« t ^ 

c Liii« j^Ul^ ( (. ”^L ^3 


We observe that, before we mention our own evaluation in this issue, 
the number of the Imam’s (a) companions was not fixed throughout 
the stages of Iris journey. From the time he left Mecca to the afternoon 
of tire 10th of Muharram in Karbala, the numbers changed. 


f (^W"J 0^_? Oi^O (3-^ JS-ullr 4$Ce ^ja Art- Ijj 

Ixjj < JjV^ ^A*]l ^e>- ^ t Ji, \f^ JJuJl 


4~~Aj ^ t nUs aj s- Sb 


When he left Mecca dre number started out with what Al-Khawarizmi 
mentioned (eighty-two men) and then increased on dre road to Iraq. 
Then it decreased and dwindled down to the original number, and 
perhaps decreased beyond that. Then the number once again 
increased, but only nominally, right before or when dre batde with 
some supporters coming forth. This was in addition to some of die 
Umayyad soldiers abandoning dreir posts and joining die camp of 
Imam Hussain (a). 
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aJ\ Uj 11 A>A} \jj,jA)j 

j\ Ja-j <&» j^Jjlij. (J^Uj if *&S (j ^ ^ : ‘' L *' (V^\ J-Xi 


• Ail\ *^LAs 


Our own particular assessment at the end of this study is that the 
number of companions that were martyred widi Imam Hussain (a) in 
Karbala, including Arabs and non-Arabs, come out to be 
approximately a hundred men or perhaps a bit more. 

LiJj liai-1 ^ja 4^*<i ^Jo\jii\ ^y, Jj AiV < \_5JkC jjuu ,jl —0 

A3,} ^.Ic- if J ‘ 

.UiaS oj^f C—jujJ a^ojAS A^_*A ifi^j e 

We are unable to pinpoint an exact number because undoubtedly there 
are possibilities of typographical errors in the names and the lack of 
precision on the part of narrators who related the course of events and 
the actual names of the companions. Nonetheless, the margin of error 
here is not a significant one. 

aU l \ T- 1 _X>- La j oJlAj 

• ^1 if- 3 if 

The conclusion here is in agreement with the vast majority' of the 
narrations that illustrate what took place in die first offensive of the 
batde of Karbala. Al-Khawarizmi says in his narration relating from 
Abu Mikhnif, 

^Ls < aJc Aa^J\ ejjt> ^jaj ... 

(J* “tyi b jjxs S3j .ojjUlj (3 i)^^i ^3* (3 

■ %-j iff^~ 
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... and when the first offensive took place, the companions of 
Hussain (a) were lessened and those that remained are those 
mentioned in the duels that took place thereafter. .A little more 
than fifty men weie killed. 

i^ola- Uiaa- 'il 

‘ %-j iff 03^A. O' 

Ibn Shahr Ashoub mentions that they were about forty men [that were 
martyred in die first offensive]. So if we add to tills number the total 
number of companions that were mentioned in the duels — 
approximately forty men - we would have gotten closer to the 
conclusion that we have come to from this study. 

(*r -'jd (pf ff { p\ 

U\^ \.X*^ ^ pp 1 

jSLA\ 

Here it is important to realize that the discrepancy in numbers between 
die narrators is both acceptable and reasonable. This is simply, as 
mentioned previously, because die narrators in all of their narrations 
on the number of Imam Hussain’s (a) companions did not use 
statistics. They utilized the widely used method of approximation by 
mere eyesight. 4 
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The Battle of Karbala 
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The Martyrs of Karbala are Like the 
Martyrs of Badr 


\jji> j Jl i\ aJc) (Jt ^ :J\a *p£ ^ 


.jjj *y\ ph$-i 


In Muntakhab Ka//% al-Ummal citing Al-Tabarani's Al-Mii'jam Al-Kabeer, 
Shayban ibn Muharram is recorded to have narrated, "I was with 
[Tmam| Ali (a) when we arrived to Karbala. He said, 'There will be a 
murder in this land of martyrs unlike any but the martyrs of Badr.'" 5 



Salman Al-Muhammadi’s opinion of the 
Martyrs of Karbala 


: ( j\ f L*u Jlis [(^LJ\ aJic.) JaL. jjS- jlo-V\ 

V>\ ( C-L*- ^uJiJ ^ ••• *■_jjii 


Vaa^la < \j^JaC- Aj Jj ^lail j\ < Aj Jj <A-j 

|Jo ‘ < * J *- a ‘W/ -3 tjM 


J' 


■J}* 5 " j i# 9- j 


Je-\ 


Hubayra ibn Yaryam said, "My father once said, 'I met Salman Al-Farsi 
and relayed to him [the narration of Ka'b Al-Ahbar about the 
martyrdom of Imam Hussain (a)]. Salman said, "Ka'b has been honest 
with you... By Him who holds Salman's soul in His hand! If I were to 
live until that day, I would defend him widi my sword until I an torn 
to pieces before him and fall while protecting him! Surely, those who 
die widi him will be given the rewards of seventy martyrs like the 
martyrs of Badr, Uhud, Hunayn, and Khaybar!"'" 6 
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The Martyrs alongside Imam Hussain (a) 
are Favored Over the Companions of the 
Holy Prophet (s) and Imam Ali (a) 




... 0 


The following is a synopsis of Al-Fadil A1 Darbancli's words: Imam Ali 
(a) has said in describing and praising the martyrs who died alongside 
Imam Hussain (a), "They have not been outdone by a forerunner, nor 
will they be overtaken by anyone after diem." These blessed words are 
like a lantern atop a hill, illuminating a vast space. 

^»la/o jv^l c-i 

j ( L / > ) ^ l if (*r^ (£*}■ u' 

Do diese blessed words mean that no one is favored over them when 
it comes to die status of martyrdom alone? Or does it mean that they 
are greater than die disciples of the Holy Prophet (s). Imam Ali (a), and 
Imam Hassan (a)? 

U* jls .^5* S' t> 

(o\jiU j ji _j)3 j jU-* 1 ^ _j (!_/=>) ^ J jfj if 
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Al-Fadil Al-Darbandi answers diese questions with a declaration that 
the martyrs alongside Imam Hussain (a) are better than all of these 
disciples. Those who gave dieir lives and were martyred alongside the 
oppressed Imam (a) - the disciples of Imam Hussain (a) - are better 
than Salman, Abu Thar, and Al-Miqdad, the disciples of the Holy 
Prophet (s). 

3 O'- 30*" t O 0 3 

a* 3 ‘j£ o ^ 3 3 crb' 

J jLa~u ^ j 

They are better dian Amt ibn Al-Hamaq Al-Khuzaei, Uwais Al-Qarani, 
Maytham Al-Tammar, and Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr, the disciples of 
Imam Ah (a). They are better than Sufyan ibn Abi Layla and Huthayfa 
ibn Asad, the disciples of Imam Hassan (a). 

j sJJaIIj Us )/\ -V=>A ul jb ^ 

ojbdl jb A ■ » A | ^ V 4jU 


There is no exception in diis so long as there is no evidence to the 
contrary. For example, Salman is perhaps favored over die martyred 
non-hashimite companions. 7 
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The Disparity in Ranks Amongst the 
Martyrs 

(3 vH-uj 33 j ;olx*^o Jl5 j^" 

^j, ^tali j i_k j ^Lail ^Ja3\ j <Wj ^jA ^jpl 4 jL1=> 

^Jp j ‘(_(3 (jjJjlj* 0 (*4® lA < S^ C ") ,j~“^ 

J ^ J^j J ^ J jjillaa ^J, L. ~vp- I'tyLiia'ill (_j 

■d b >> 

Al-Fadil Al-Darbandi said that after proving the martyrs of Karbala to 
be of a status higher than the disciples of the Holy Prophet (s) and die 
Imams (a), we should point out that die highest of the martyrs in status 
are Al-Abbas, Ali Al-Akbar, and Al-Qasim the son of Imam Hassan 
(a). As for the companions, they are of various ranks. The highest in 
status amongst them are Habib ibn Mudhahir, Muslim ibn Awsaja, 
Zuhair ibn Al-Qayn, and Hilal ibn Nafi 1 . 

‘S^ C ’) 01^*3^ O* 3^ 3 ‘£j^° *^3* 3 

f-i V^ /.ill J l. .*J 

(3 jl_wuSu*V^ li. Ai\ j t 1>^L1\ _j lA^il ^)p 

v_g...'l>1^3\ a !j t75 v_^~p- jf" j “tylp) 

v_^>\j Jj 'S' ^SC-^-A ^ <U3J^o villi j^Jp 

The best amongst these is doubdessly Habib who was taught by Imam 
Ali (a) the secrets of death and tribuladons. When Habib was martyred, 
pain could be seen on die face of Imam Hussain (a). Habib was in his 
mid-sevendes during the Batde of Karbala. One of the marks of his 
elevated status is die fact diat he was given by the Imam (a) a grave 
separate from die remainder of the companions. 
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11 AjIj tjlo-'ill hjo Aj Ic <V—a]> ^ 2 9 { J^J j4^3). J 

^ j S xx ,o c ^j.Aii]\ (^"^L***l\ A^ic) Jk^-«-*> 

o^ 3 «Syb\jJ\ prl^' , iy-33s~ A 

^jA J OyUsl J jv^'yi?- Oj^aj ^ 

AjS^ill k — '^ 3 ~*~^ 3 *^ > ■ ** ^ ~' < 3 ^ 33 ^ 


Tliis disparity in rank between die companions can also be seen in one 
historical accounts that describes dieir condition before the batde. It 
says diat when die companions came to die conclusion that they will 
surely die alongside Imam Hussain (a), a select number were seen 
delighted and joyful with dieir faces shining like bright stars, while 
odiers were worried and their faces were pale. The companions were 
astonished to see some amongst diem who did not display any sign of 
fear or trepidation during a time like diis. 8 
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The Angels offer Aid to Imam Hussain (a) 


ixjjl 4-ic) djill XS- ^>1 (Jls (Jlis) iwJjij’ jljl ^ 

(3 lj^- ^ aJc.) fji l£~“^ 

aJc) dA*"**^ (3^ J l^laJb j . ( j\jd!L-ij'V^ \ j * s >- j 3 tjlslil 

< ixiUill >jj AijS^i <J*p vJUsui 0j3 XS* n& 


Aban ibn Taghlib narrates that Imam Sadiq (a) said, "Four thousand 
angels descended seeking to join die batde alongside Hussain ibn Ali 
(a). They were not granted permission. They ascended again to seek 
permission [from God], but once diey descended diey found that 
Hussain (a) had been killed. They remain by his grave unkempt and 
covered in dust, mourning him until the Day of Resurrection. 


^0^0 *il ^ ( O^L XXm\ 'ill "3® :4l d\U j 

j (\a^*a *ill ell JjZ *il j «oj-ilt 'ill _j ‘ a y^ . *** 

.(^*^LJl <ulc-) |jijVl • ASj* Jjy aS 


They are led by an angel called Mansour. No visitor comes to him 
except that they greet him. No [visitor] bids [the Imam (a)] farewell 
except that they follow [and guard] him on his journey. If he falls ill, 
they visit [and nurse] him. If he dies, they pray over his body and they 
seek forgiveness for him after his passing. They are all on earth 
awaiting the emergence of the Awaited One (a)." 9 
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The Manifestation of Victory Descends 
Upon Imam Hussain (a) 

J* L 5jj ^ (^) (i Oi ^ 

Uc-) ( jc*»xA-\ '■* J ^ Ut) Jpl-all bVj/o 

<yy_) {jy > ~ • j*d\ <*—j^A-\ C-W0I5 j a»— u jfr 2 

G-li! j \ ^-uOi) 1 _ j ^>- <(^^i~*J\ a^Ic) ^l-**^"^ L^lj 


Muhammad ibn Al-Hussain Al-Nirsi relays in his book "Ma'alim Al- 
Deen" a narration of Imam Sadiq (a) in which he says, "I heard my 
father say, 'When Imam Hussain (a) met Omar ibn Saad and the battle 
had begun, God Almighty sent down victor)’ so that it fluttered over 
Al-Hussain's (a) head. He was given a choice between victor)’ over his 
enemies and meeting God, so he chose to meet God."" 11 


Some Prayed for Imam Hussain (a) but 
did not Aid Him 


A^) 03 J^~ (J-* (J^ |j-° ^Wj ^j. 

.\f+ j ^ £-La3 .(f^LJt A^O J^i j' ^ j^-^i J ‘ J 

.JlilAh j \jj3j j < Ub'lia \^ij;\ 

Dr. Ali Al-Shalaq says in his book Al-Hitssain (a) Imam Al-Shahideen , 
"Al-Husseyn ibn Numayr saw [during the batde of Karbala] some of 
the men of Kufa standing on a nearby hill looking upon Imam Hussain 
(a), weeping and praying to God to aid Imam Husssain (a). He cried 
out to them, ’Woe to you! Come down and fight. Leave the tears to 
the widows and the children . 1 " 11 

Jtf> 57 l j& jLail) 3 ^j-4^ (_£-^ ^p-*-**^ IpJj 

pv\ 'Cr*~.ir- ‘ JW-j j 2 

■Uc.) oi—i-' ^ jy ; j <oj^- (_y 

.1^-3 :J\S ^ 

Sheikh Muhammad Mahdi Chamseddine in his book Ansar Al-Hussain 
(a), "[There were] petty men that Al-Husseyn ibn Abdel-Rahman 
mentioned in his narration to be standing on the hilltop crying and 
saying, God bring down your victory!'" The Sheikh later stated that, 
"This narration is somewhat doubtful ." 12 
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The Armed Stance of Truth against 
Falsity 


(_£j ^ iKtM'p .iS”"^ 4,0^. *1 ^ ••• i—43-^9 ... 4&T 

c3 p^ofri 4 )Ls^1 ^j 9 .(j?j ,_y Jy o' jy>^' AiP J :Jli j 

^jA 4jl«<al V\ -Vs-l 4 J 0 ) ^y> b_)t£»-\j 4jLjij i>y\ 


Omar ibn Saad called out to his soldiers, "What are you waiting for! 
Advance at once against Al-Hussain (a), for it will be like a single 
meal..." Omar ibn Saad marched with his forces... and placed his arrow 
in his bow. He launched the arrow and said, "Be my witnesses at [the 
court of] the amir, that I was the first to launch an arrow." His soldiers 
followed, launching their arrows all at once in a single volley. None 
remained of the companions of Al-Hussain (a) except that he was hit 
by an arrow.... 

//hen this volley of arrows was launched, the camp of Al-Hussain (a) 
was diminished. Approximately fifty' men were killed. This is usually 
called "the first round ." 13 
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Imam Hussain (a) Grants His 
Companions Permission to Fight 


: Jlis <® A^cl) u j-u£> Iajjjo 


Imam Hussain (a) then put his hand on his beard and said, 
ojjfc Jj V <aJl\ 

Go forth - may God have mercy on you - and face inevitable death, 
for these arrows are the people's messengers to you . 14 
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Imam Hussain (a) would not Begin the 
Battle 


J 4iSCjkl (j»^L-J\ <3c<) OV'**'^ i3 a “ * * : " ' ,u ^ 

S^CO Aj^l tjllill v_Aj>sSj ^jl ^i*P <Jjj J 31 

SjfO j i_.o- J _^ s> " 

Imam Hussain (a) used all possible means to guide these people and 
lead them toward a righteous path. He exhausted his efforts in his 
attempts to avoid batde, as he was the carrier of a message of good, 
love, and peace - die message of Islam. 

^ Lo j 3*^' j 4 ^1 £ ') _j 

Oj*Cr J *3c-) ‘ o' 0^~} l 0**^ ' 

:oJj.Uc- ^>\y i3 ^ 

He hated to engage in batde and bloodshed so long as there was a way 
to guide by better means. That is why he would not be die one to 
inidate die batde. As he said to Zuliair and others of his companions 
on multiple occasions, 

. fW o' *f\ 31 

I bate to initiate battle against them . 

31 Wy 0 3 

He was following die tradition of his grandfadier, die Messenger of 
God (s), and his fadier, Ali ibn Abi Talib (a), in their call toward God. 
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S u C)^ <['^*^ 4rb v— jIa ^ 

JuJlXaS .^jlaLl ^ ^1^-waJIj o^^juXj o Lo.XXf' ^ <^\iijtl\ tfOll 

(Jljj ^ i ^l^jiil) . 4ii\ ~ ja \ l^X*d> 13^ ^*^1x3 ^ 

However, his hopes in these people were subverted. Satan had seized 
them, making them forget the remembrance of God Almighty. They 
launched their arrows, which rained down on the camp. At that point, 
he found no alternative to battle; perhaps they may then recant and 
come towards the path of God. He granted his companions leave to 
fight, saying to them, 

Goforth - may God have mercy onyou - to your inevitable deaths. 15 
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Imam Hussain (a) Calling upon the 
People to Aid Him 


:(^U\ J\jj jr 

Then [Imam Hussain (a)] said, 

3^ ^ --JaP 

JCL*i\ j < IjJj i_-«~aC' - V . " . i ui •‘V'.^jj 

c [ Sj'^b GJb 6j]je>- il 

Gtfi/j' i/A/^r with (he Jem and the Christians was exacerbated 
when they ascribed a son to Him. [And in another miration, 
"God's anger with the Jews was exacerbated when they ascribed a 
son to him, and His anger with the Christians exacerbated when 
they made him the third in a trinity."] 

(_j J)\ Aiil t -.^iC. JCLju\ j c ye 

‘SA’ji ^ t-'jf lM (***>■' ^ 3 -ppy ^ if} 

lil j tUi\ ‘ h}^ 

And God's anger with the Zoroastrians was exacerbated when 
they worshiped the sun, moon, and fire in His stead. And God's 
anger has been exacerbated against a people whose opinion [and in 
another narration, "whose word"] was united in slaying the son of 
their prophet's daughter. By God, I will never obey them in any of 
their demands till / reach God [with my beard] stained by my own 
blood. 
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He then cried out, 

1_jjo Oli ^0 Lcl .* Jl *3 iUil ‘^rj^ Lih«.>. GAw ^y) La 


d&\ J 


L r*j 


Is there not an aid who will aid us for the sake of God Almighty? 
Is there no guardian who will protect the women of [the family ofj 
the Messenger of God (s)? 


•0 




At that point the women began to cry and their wails grew louder. 


16 
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Imam Hussain’s (a) Calls Awaken Some 
Good Souls 


Ojb&ls t <c3\jcL~u\ j 4»Jc-) ^y> Jti j 

^ ^ j* ^ ~. 1 . ( l^*3Ail3 c ^ i m ^ ^ 

.ACS' ^^sisljj 

A group of enemy soldiers heard the cries of Al-Hussain (a) and his 
plea for aid. Their feelings were shaken and their conscience was 
awakened. They hurried toward Al-Hussain (a) in order to aid and 
protect him. 

'il li ~Sjum ^ j -^JLX" $.^C A j 

.*^1x9 ">^^3 ^ c(^LJ\ f^AC-l 

The two Ansaris, Saad ibn Al-Harith and his brother Abu Al-Hutoof, 
who were in the ranks of Omar ibn Saad, heard the cries of Al-Hussain 
(a), his plea for aid, and the wails of his children. They turned their 
?words toward Al-Hussain's (a) enemies and fought until they were 
’led.' 7 
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Muslim ibn Awsaja and Nafi’ ibn Hilal 
Enter the Battlefield 


[■•■] Oc ^ ^ f [■■•] if. ^ f 

oM -0^ (J 6, Jlis tAxJas J* Je-J 

AUJ“* ^ ^ wk ^ a _5 ^^ j^ls . aJ^3 aAc. < ^jlW. ."»H Jj*.} '—'ol 


Then Muslim ibn Awsaja stepped forward [...] followed by Nafi’ ibn 
Hilal al-Jamli [...]. A man from Bani Qutay'a came toward Nafi' and 
said, "I am on the religion of Othman." NaE' replied, "Then you are 
on the religion of Satan." [Nafi'] charged towards him and killed him. 
Muslim and Nafi' continued to fight valiantly on the right flank of Ibn 
Saad's [army]. 18 
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Amr ibn AI-Hajjaj Recognizes the Bravery 
of the Companions of Imam Hussain (a) 


< ^ (Jj ,jl JLJU 4-it) jA-l J 

\aj)3 ^ _J J jLujS ^ yj* (jjjJ-^->^ 

fy’j ji _jl jo-l j^Jl jjo. ‘i < o^d^*** 

SjUJ-l 

When the ranks of Al-Hussain's (a) companions dwindled and the 
decrease in their numbers became evident, they began to go out one 
after die other [to duel]. They killed many of the Kufans. Amr ibn Al- 
Hajjaj called out to his companions, "Do you know who you are 
fighting? You are fighting ‘Fursan Al-Masr’ [the knights of the realms], 
‘Ahl Al-Basaer’ [die people of insight], and a [self-sacrificing] facdon. 
None of you will go out to duel them except diat diey will kill you, 
despite dieir few numbers. By God, if you were only to pelt them with 
stones you would kill them." 

^Sc ^jx)_ ^ ij—“jl •G-j.Ij b> » :jou-u jf- JUa 

-f-z ^ ^ ^Lva-j (n^i ^ 3 1 f~* ekj (*jjW ^ o' 

Omar ibn Saad replied, "You are right; the correct opinion is yours. 
Send to the people someone to tell them not to go out for duels 
because if you go out one by one diey will cut you down." 19 
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Amr ibn Al-Hajjaj Advances Against 
Imam Hussain's (a) Right Flank 


jljTJC 9 aJc-) _J 

c> ^ lii jjj ,A3 jS3\ { j * '' jco 


j VW-j \»pj-^33 Ajlc) 


•Oy^' pr* 'y^jr’r 


Amr ibn Al-Hajjaj advanced along with his battalion of Kufans against 
die right flank of Al-Hussain's (a) camp. When he came near to Al- 
Hussain's (a) companions, they dropped to their knees and lifted their 
pikes. The horses did not charge the raised pikes and turned to retreat 
instead. Al-Hussain's (a) companions then pelted them with arrows, 
killing some and wounding others. 

3 .J if if Jji ^Ui -1 j, jjf- J 

<ulc-) .Acl^r\ 

Amr ibn Al-Hajjaj would call on to his companions, "Fight drose who 
have deviated from the religion and diverted away from unity." Al- 
Hussain (a) called in reply, 

^ j ir--^ iy* ir^ 1 * uM ^ 

!jUl! ^ f if ^ ok *^,*m .!^ 

Woe to you, O' Hajjaj! Do you rouse the people against me? Is it 
we who have deviatedfrom the religion while you are its guardian? 
Surely, when our souls leave our bodies you will know who is tndy 
deserving of dwelling in hellfireP 0 
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Amr ibn Al-Hajjaj Accuses Imam Hussain 
(a) of Deviating from the Religion 

l> '.AjzjID ‘Ulc') ^ lij5 ^ 

O* OS I>° <3 ^ 3 ‘^"W 3 W' kj$3\ J*' 

Amr ibn Al-Hajjaj drew near to tlie companions of Imam Hussain (a) 
and called out to his men, "O' People of Kufa, hold fast to obedience 
and unity. Do not hesitate to kill whoever deviates from the religion 
and goes against the imam of the Muslims." Al-Hussain (a) said to him, 

3 Js-aS' J* ^S l/' * <>' i> ~ 

^ c is ? a 

O' ibn Al-Hajjaj, do you provoke people against me? Did ive 
deviate from the religion while you remained steadfast on it? By 
God, you will come to know which of us has deviated away from 
the faith and who Indy deserves to dwell in hellftre! 21 
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The Martyrdom of Muslim ibn Awsaja 


_J ‘ apV**' dljlyi]! ^jA ^j, yjT" ^ 

^ Oj^ f . l .* " >- .A-^P ^ **2 1 1 dj«ll J <*£* A^lc 1 i_X ...^ c ^p 

A> j 1 *j \j^ ^ Lo ^ <o o^P oJl J u] ePjb ^ 

t(_^JwuVl ^ t«_^w*»- Ajlo j (^'^L»*J\ 4»Jp) <cJ\ ^ iu? .^J 

:(^»^LJ\ aJp) ui-\ a! Jlifl 


Then Amribn AI-Hajjaj advanced from the direction of the Euphrates, 
where the parties clashed for some time. Muslim ibn Awsaja was 
amongst the warriors and he was faced by Muslim ibn Abdullah Al- 
Dababi and Abdullah ibn Khashkara Al-Balji. The batde grew so fierce 
that a thick cloud of dust was stirred. The dust did not setde until 
Muslim [ibn Awsaja] was felled, laying with some life in him. Al- 
Hussain (a) walked to him along with Habib ibn Mudhahir Al-Asadi. 
Al-Hussain (a) said to [Muslim], 






May God have mercy on you. 'There are some among them who 
have fulfilled their pledge, and some of them who still wait, and 
they have not changed in the least.' [The Holy Quran, 33:23] 

^ j3 (Jliia ,Aii-\j ^.£*>1 i 1 j oIp jytxn ( ^jp jp tj\3 j AX* ^ j 

ty^y 3 y\ ^p\ ^1 f 1^^3 »yf: AAi\ ff^s 

aJp) jLil j] tt* Jj a! JUs U JSC (f\ 
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ola ,jl ^ l? Zjj j tjlis Oy: ^jl 

Habib drew close to [Muslim] and said, "Your death has take a toll on 
me, O' Muslim. I give you glad tidings of paradise." [Muslim] replied 
faindy, "May God give you glad tidings of all that is good." Habib then 
said, "If I did not know diat I am following in your footsteps I would 
have liked for you to instruct me in regards to everything that is of 
consequence [as a last will and testament]." Muslim replied, "My will is 
diis man [and he pointed to Imam Hussain (a)] and drat you die aiding 
him." [Habib] said, "By die Lord of the Ka'ba, I will." [Muslim] quickly 
perished, may God be content with him. 22 
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Shimr Advances Against Imam Hussain’s 
(a) Left Flank 


j O'- o** 3°^“ aJ&) 3i f 

aJc') 3**" _5 .OyS^o ^ <33^ d^ y**^' 

(>3-d\ 4-A&) J __jl*- 3 ^”j (>3-»**^ 

3^ 3^ < jji3i ^ ^1 i 3^*^ i i 3.~t' > ~ ^—-*-^■13 <\jo A-J*j Vlis 

.A lifl i i’ * *^ *^A 43^S3\ 3 ^ *od- <d^ 

Then Al-Hussain's (a) companions withdrew close to him. Shimr ibn 
Thiljawshan advanced against the left flank. They stood firmly and 
fought him. [The Umayyad army] advanced against Al-Hussain (a) 
from every direction. The companions of Al-Hussain (a) fought 
valiantly, advancing with their cavalry which consisted of thirty two 
horses. They advanced against the cavalry of Kufa and repelled [the 
Kufans] every time. 23 




Abdullah ibn Omair al-Kalbi Enters the 
Battlefield 


(J\is d} o ■ 5 '^ c ’ 

X^>j>- jii ^ •<_)^^ 

US' jvjsjj gAj o 3 j*i *^ 5 * ^ < 3 ! 3 

j i ^ A1 ^ l*j^»-ls Ajl^o\ d! jli" 7 ^ AiljS y> 

.jIc l^oicl 


Abdullah ibn Omair Al-Kalbi was in Nukhaila’ when he saw die people 
getting ready to march towards and fight Al-Hussain (a). 

He said, "By God, I have been thorough in my jihad against the 
polydieists. I hope diat the reward of jihad of those who raid the son 
of their prophet's daughter is no less than the reward I have earned in 
my jihad against die polytheists." He went to his wife, told her of what 
he has heard, and informed her of his plan. 


.vilx* 3 Juijl ell; dJill :GJIa9 

j Jul~u j, li:> IJj ,4jto <0*) j3 

o ^ x r?' <^y 3 0 ^-" o'- *<Jy 

.^Jom LJl ^y>ej 5 jjlj y .'VIa 9 t-iljj 


She said, "You have hit the mark, may God hit His mark through you 
[andj guide you in all matters. Do so and take me with you." He set out 
with her until they reached Al-Hussain (a) and setded in his camp. [On 
die day of Ashura] Omar ibn Saad shot die first arrow and the people 


* Nukhaila: a town on the outskirts of modern-day Karbala. 
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followed suit. Then Yasar the servant of Ziyad ibn Abu Sufyan and 
Salim the servant of Ubaydillah ibn Ziyad stepped forth and [called for 
a duel]. 


'• c J, JO- J ^aIILo ' ~ ~L-^5^3 

y < a! «lj < \.xa \ ^uil 

AS jy. J T\-^~ 3jXJti 

J^j {}>\ V_^»J :<ti (Jliii .a] I>_,..^i.ul9 ? C-jl yA 

o jo- j' ^ /' Oi^' 


Habib ibn Mudhahir and Burair ibn Khudair rose for batde, but Al- 
Hussain (a) [told them to hold off]. Abdullah ibn Omair rose and asked 
Al-Hussain (a) permission to enter battle, and he was granted 
permission. He was a tall man of a tan complexion, with stout forearms 
and broad shoulders. He set out and fought valiantly. When he stepped 
forward Yasar asked him, "Who are you?" [Abdullah] described his 
lineage, but [Yasar] replied, "I do not know you. Let Zuhair ibn Al- 
Qayn, Habib ibn Mudhahir, or Burair ibn Khudair step forward." 

V y < y i ■ y-^" a! 

y i 3y AjLwwu) Aj j -JaS A*Jp JeJw ^ J&- y& y ^1] J^*l JS?- 

|1LwU A^lp XJm Aj^pil) ^Jj C » * ‘« l Ajls . J .t .-.u yA ^13 yO (Jlj! ^A 

< A^_j*£- ^>■ Aj Lju ^3 c_X~*Jl oIaAj JJJ Aj < d5j\ t^y* 

XS- aJp Jlo j < AiS"*^{L<s\ OjUals oJlj j-jf" IaIai’I Aj0jA*9 

Je5 y £^-j3 J 

Ibn Omair said, "O' son of the doer [of ill, and in one narration: O' 
son of the adulteress], do you have a preference not to duel some men 
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when there is no one who would step forth except that they are your 
better?" [Abdullah ibn Omair] dien charged towards [Yasar] and struck 
him with his sword until he fell. He was tire first man to fall from the 
camp of Omar ibn Saad. But while [Abdullah ibn Omair) was busy 
striking [Yasar], Salim the servant of Ubaydillah charged toward him. 
[Abdullah's] companions shouted, "The slave is drawing near you." But 
Abdullah did not seem to care about him until he got close. [Salim] 
quickly struck [Abdullah], but he shielded the blow with his left hand, 
severing Iris fingers. Abdullah turned toward [Salim] and struck him 
until he killed him. He returned to the camp having slain them both. 2 '* 
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The Martyrdom of Abdullah ibn Omair al- 
Kalbi and his Wife Umm Wahab 


y aJl\ J~£" ^ j] , a3il Jl~p ^Jjla j ^ u ! j £ 

A*-*Ui ijiis [ y\ jI*>- {ji •)**& 


?Ja ji 3 ^j*a^\ <„ .t.y ^ aIg Jluu j 4 ^L»-\j ^JLg _) 

Jo ^ ij-*® 5 j^-ls i AaL* ^j, j$C °-^i 

•(f^LJl aJg) ^a (jlil\ A\ A£jfc ,j 


Al-Shiinr and a number of his companions charged against al- 
Hussain's (a) left flank, but they remained perseverant until they 
repelled the advance. Abdullah ibn Omair al-Kalbi fought in diat 
confrontation, killing nineteen cavalrymen and twelve infantrymen. 
Hani ibn Thubayt al-Hadrami charged at him and severed his right 
hand. Bakr ibn Hai severed his leg. He was taken captive and killed. 
Al-Tabari mentioned in his account that [Abdullah] was the second of 
al-Hussain's (a) companions to fall. 


—li>- j (lo.-ulS aj.ll Uau) ^\ a1\ 


ijlsjj jJUu! < Ail-\ oil IluA j AiG ■> £ «Lwulj AiG 

1 2y<^xj i Ao^Ai N f ^- 

.(^JUl aIg) 51 y\ j *.—oA j 4A-AJU3 


His wife, Umm Wahab (bint Abdullah, from the family of al-Nimr ibn 
Qasit), came to him. She sat by his head, wiped his blood, and said, 
"May you enjoy paradise! I ask God who has granted you paradise to 
allow me to be with you." Al-Shimr said to his servant Rustum, "Strike 
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her head with a pole." He bashed her head and killed her, making her 
die first female killed from the companions of al-Hussain (a). 

jj'—I jO^S t pl_lcVl (^1 Cjj \j>_ j 4JJ 9 " CSyf" \Zj ^ i 4iP ■* j 

:JlS j dJc) 

Abdullah's head was severed and dirown toward al-Hussain (a). His 
modier took his head and wiped the blood off it. She took a pole from 
a tent and charged toward die enemy. Al-Hussain (a) stopped her, 
saying, 

-JuaS i kjXs"-j 

Return [buck to the lent], may God have meny on you, for fighting 
is not obligatory for you. 

V :(Jjiu j dl-Aa-jS 

She returned, saying, "O' God, do not crush my hopes!" Al-Hussain 
(a) said to her, 

dji\ ^ 

id will not crush your hopes. 25 
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Historical Confusion between Abdullah 
ibn Omair and Wahab ibn Abdullah 


y y XS' llxA -XXP -iali- 

4j Lju> 11 oiji j y iOil A»P y (jU _} 

f 0 y. ~ > ^f' ^~jj 3 y» (^_-*U»-) j (<—jli»-) 

There has been much confusion amongst historians in regards to two 
individuals; Abdullah ibn Omair ibn Jonab al-Kalbi and Wahab ibn 
Abdullah ibn Hobab al-Kalbi. That is because of the similarity in their 
names Qonab, Hobab) as well as die fact diat Abdullah ibn Omair's 
wife's name was Umm Wahab. 

( .oJs>- A ^>-lj ^^ (jl a^Tj\ j 

3 ‘ y^~ if- ^ y 6 3 ‘ til di y° dj"^ 

di 3 ‘ _5 d < d c ') 3^" d^^ 

y v-—*>_J J 


I posit that these are two different individuals, each martyred at a 
different time. The first set out from Kufa to Nukhayla to Karbala, and 
he is Abdullah ibn Omair. The second, Wahab ibn Hobab, was a 
Christian who met al-Hussain (a) on the road, accepted Islam, and 
came to Karbala. 


jl ,X«p) ' ■«id * L^\) j 

-jj j > 4j\ ^l) 4»ol j\ j 

OjJs>-\s t>y3iy&~\ jjl i-jliil j .4XP -XiP O-Ji- 
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.l^X-oJ^S ASf*~ <> 


What strengdiens tliis position is that there are two narrations in 
regards to the martyrdom of Abdullah or Wahab and his wife or 
mother Umm Wahab. The first says that he was martyred and that his 
wife came to sit by him and wipe the blood off Iris head. The other 
says that die enemies captured him, severed his head, and threw it 
toward die camp of al-Hussain (a). His wife took his head and struck 
an enemy tent with it, collapsing it. 



L OjjU k_J 


j»l) 4£>- 
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The first narration supports the fact that his wife Umm Wahab was 
martyred after him, when someone struck her with an iron pole on her 
h The second said that she tried to fight but was stopped by al¬ 
ii (a), who returned her to the camp. 

ry of Wahab ibn Hobab, who accepted Islam along widi his 
,d his mother, and how he was martyred will be recounted 
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The World is the Prison of a Believer and 
the Paradise of a Disbeliever 


iy. elk (J\3) jlill jiw- J\ jp ^ 

aJc-) 


It is narrated through Abu Jafar al-Thani (Imam Muhammad al-Jawad 
(a)), relaying on behalf of his forefathers, that Ali ibn al-Hussain (a) 
said, 


yC y* fisi <ulc) quT-\ y,\> AX_i\ IL 


^jiom j (^» v iLJ\ aJc) y^ j j p$~aj\j3 

jLi j <^j\yr W J,^i0 ^UajLap- ^ <W> ^ 


lF/?e« /wy father al-Hicssai>i's (a) situation looked dire, those 
around him looked at him and saw that [his demeanor was quite 
the opposite of theirs]. As the situation became more and more dire, 
their faces would become pale, their limbs would tremble, and their 
hearts would sink. Conversely, al-Hussain (a) and a few of his 
select companion's faces would brighten, their limbs would settle, 
and their souls would be tranquil. Some would say to others, 
'hook! He does not fear death!' Al-Hussain (a) said to them: 

j j y£* yj li 0j\flX3 
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l>'] JI l?'] ifr 1 if -f^ 

l[bl\ 

Be patient, O' sons of noble forefathers]. Indeed, death is but a 
bridge that will allow you to cross from hardship and suffering 
towards an immense paradise and everlasting blessings. Who of you 
hales to be transported from a prison and into a palace? 

J>) ji • 3 if^ J! if i£ d? 3 

I _J J*f.\ jff 1 Lj-)J\ jl ‘.{yp) iff iS 3 ^ 

L« 3 3 

3 dffjd 

As for your enemies, it is a journey from a palace towards 
imprisonment and punishment. My father told me that the 
Messenger of God (s) said, 'Indeed, the world is the prison of a 
believer and the paradise of a disbeliever. Death is ft he believers'] 
bridge toward their paradise, and [the disbelievers'] bridge towards 
their hel/fire. Indeed, I have not lied nor will I be proven wrong!' 27 
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Shabath ibn Rib'i Confesses to his Men's 
Wretchedness 


3 ^ <_)* 3 s * 3 |(j< ® 'jjf' U« _j 

0 1 ■ v > .fc»l A* *.** *c3W^^ oAC 1 dl **- «.*.; < 
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^ L?jf- 

When Uzra ibn Qays who commanded [an Umayyad] cavalry 
[regiment] saw the weakness of Inis men and the failure of every charge, 
he sent a missive to Omar ibn Saad asking for backup. Ibn Saad said 
to Shabath ibn Rib'i, "Would you go to aid them?" [Shabadi] replied, 
"Glory to God! You would command the master of these lands when 
there are others who would suffice?" 

o SjLol ^ Jjjij -X3 j j 'joj i> 4>- { 3 

(JI v!/° ^ -? (J|l Cp ^ 

jJa! 4ii\ ^a«i )l t6i\ j . kill l> Oljl\ j 

, Jl^ j < \ju\ 

Shabadi detested fighting al-Hussain (a) and was heard saying, "We 
fought alongside Ali ibn Abi Talib (a) and his son [al-Hassan (a)] after 
him against the family of Abu Sufyan for five years. Now we have 
turned against Inis son [al-Hussain (a)] who is die best of the people of 
the eardi, siding against him with the family of Muawiya and the son 
of Sumayya the adultress? Perversion! Oh the perversion! By God, 
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God will not give die people of diis land any good nor support diem 
with any foresight." 

j^C o^j 

[Omar ibn Saad] sent al-Hossayn ibn Numair to support [Uzra ibn 
Qays], along widi Eve hundred archers . 28 



A Man Describes the Valor of al-Hussain 
(a) and His Companions 


(J yjjj Ajjj yf" >_ fl ial l di® 

lltbiS Lo dJuud U y! [...] tjliii !( ( jis) 


A man who was amongst the army of Omar ibn Saad during the Batde 
of Karbala was told, "Woe to you! You have killed the progeny of the 
Messenger of God (s)!" He replied, "[...] If you would have seen what 
we saw, you would have done as we did! 

^ Idc- OjIj 
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A small group of men [meaning al-Hussain (a) and his companions] 
charged at us with their hands on the hilts of their swords. They were 
like raging lions, devouring our knights left and right. They rushed to 
death, neither accepting sanctuary nor seeking wealth. No one could 
stand between them and [their choice of either] death or seizing [the 
throne]. If we were to let up our attack for a moment, they would have 
taken the army from every direction. What else could we have done ?" 29 
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The Martyrdom of Abu al-Sha’tha' al- 
Kindi 


JjlllS .Axa jl*3 4^ic) bjjJi J\ 13® c A*-u*> 
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Abu al-Sha'tha' al-Kindi (his name being Yazid ibn Ziyad ibn Muhasir 
al-Kindi) was in the ranks of Ibn Saad's army. When [the Umayyad 
army] rejected al-Hussain’s (a) conditions, he joined his camp. He 
fought in al-Hussain's (a) ranks and [charged with chants of pride in 
his ancestry and dedication to al-Hussain (a)]. He was an archer, so he 
sat on his knees in al-Hussain's (a) camp and shot one hundred arrows 
- less than five of which missed dreir marks. All the while al-Hussain 
(a) would say, 

. J t 


O' God, guide his shots and reward him with paradise. 

3 **® 3 ^*® 


When he ran out of arrows he stood up and said, "It seems that I have 
killed five of them." He dren charged against the enemy and killed nine 
soldiers before being killed - may God have mercy on his soul . 30 
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The Martyrdom of Burair ibn Khudair 


‘ ^ Q° j!._y. 3 [ 3* 3 O'- JO- JO f 
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Burair ibn Khudair al-Hamadani then stepped forward unto the 
batdefield [reciting verses in praise of his ancestry]. Burair was a 
righteous servant of God; an austere worshipper who was foremost 
amongst reciters [of die Holy Quran] during his time. He used to be 
called ’the Master of Reciters . 1 He was an elder and a Tabi'i [i.e. he was 
not himself a companion of the Holy Prophet (s), but was a student of 
Imam Ali (a) and the righteous companions], with great status and 
honor amongst the Hamadanis. 

c ^3 l) c \uj_i— 4 j 3 

jj O li (_ 5 v ° l) 
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He fought valiantly and would say during the batde, "Come at me, O' 
slayers of the believers! Come at me, O' killers of the sons of the 
warriors of Badr! Come at me, O' murderers of the family of the best 
of Messengers (s)!" An enemy soldier by the name of Yazid ibn Ma'qil 
[or, as in some narrations, Yazid ibn al-Mughfil], advance toward 
[Burair], 


^j) ^ jTjul c Lo ( J^3 
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Al-Mugarram recounted die event in some detail. He said, "Yazid ibn 
Ma'qil called out, 'O' Burair! How have you found what God has done 
to you?' [Burair] replied, 'God has done good by me and left you to 
your evil.' Yazid said, 'You lie, and you have never been a liar before! 
Do you remember when 1 was walking beside you in [die lands of] 
Bani Lawdian and you said, "Muawiya is misguided and die Imam of 
guidance is Ali ibn Abi Talib"?' Burair replied, 'Yes, I do attest that as 
my view!' 


jaLaIAI olc-jj ^ idJj\ \jl j 
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Yazid said, '1 do attest diat you are misguided!' Burair then called him 
a mubabala’ each raising Iiis hand and praying that God Almighty 
i curse the liar and lead him to his deadi. They charged at one 
:r and fought until Burair struck [Yazid on die head] splitting his 
: and skull. He fell as if he was thrown off a cliff while Burair's 
J was stuck in his skull. 


' A mubabala is a type of debate where two sides of an issue pray to God for the 
damnation of the lying side. God says in the Holy Quran, “Should anyone argue with 
you concerning him, after the knowledge that has come to you, say, ‘Come! Let us 
call our sons and your sons, our women and your women, our souls and your souls, 
then let us pray earnestly, and call down Allah’s curse upon the liars.’” (The Holy 
Quran, 3:61) 


5t* 
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And while Burak was attempting to extract his sword, Radi ibn 
Munqith al-Abdi attacked him, tackling him to the ground and 
wrestling him. Burak beat him and sat on his chest, so Radi al-Abdi 
called on his companions for help. Ka’b ibn Jabk al-Azdi charged at 
Burak while Zuhak ibn Abi al-Akhnas called out, 'That is Burak ibn 
Khudak, the reciter who used to recite tire Quran to us in the Mosque 
of Kufa!' 

3 [•••] J'-J'- A/? 10 'j <3 W o^° 3 ^ 
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But [Ka'b| did not heed his cry and stabbed Burak in the back. Burak 
fell on Radi al-Abdi [...]. Ka'b then used his spear to move Burak off 
and struck him with a sword, killin g him. [...]" 

Al-Khawarizmi recounts that Iris killer was actually Buhak ibn Aws al- 
Dabbi. 31 
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Biographical Entry | Burair ibn Khudair 
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Burair ibn Khudair al-Hamadani al-Mashriqi. The Banu Mashriq are a 
branch of the tribe of Hamadan. The narrators have said, "Burair was 
a Tabi'f elder, a worshiper, and a reciter of the Holy Quran - rather, he 
was amongst the senior reciters of Kufa." He was a companion of the 
Commander of die Faithful (s) and a notable Kufan from the tribe of 
Hamadan. Biographers say that when Burair heard that al-Hussain (a) 
refused to pledge allegiance to the tyrant Yazid, he set out from Kufa 
neet al-Hussain (a) in Mecca. He remained with him until he was 
ed - may God bless his soul.' 2 


' A Tabi’i is an individual who lived during the time of the Holy Prophet (s) or directly 
afterwords but did not have the chance to meet him and listen to his words. Instead, 
they learned directly from the companions who lived with the Holy Prophet (s). 
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Al-Hurr enters the Battlefield 
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Al-Hurr tlien said to al-Hussain (a), "O' son of the Messenger of God, 
I was the fust to set out against you, so give me permission to be the 
first one to die in your support. Perhaps that would [grant me the 
honor to] shake the hands of your grandfather Muhammad (s) on the 
Day of Resurrection." Al-Hussain (a) replied, 


.^rvs-jl ^ t A _it £(Ji\ >wjlj G»jla iT.X.'Zi ^j\ 


As you wish. You are of those whom God has [accepted their] 
repentence, and He is the Ever Relenting, the All Merciful. 

-Ay. y p[f -_?[-**] yfji y j j\r> <d! o* Jj' 
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He was the first to duel the enemy [reciting in verse his resolve to 
protect al-Hussain (a)]. Al-Hurr set out with Zuhair ibn al-Qayn 
guarding his back. If either of them found himself in trouble, the other 
would charge to the rescue. They continued to fight for an hour or 
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Al-Hurr Battles Yazid ibn Sufyan 
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Abu Zuhair al-Absi narrates that when al-Hurr joined the camp of al- 
Hussain (a), Yazid ibn Sufyan (of the Bani Shaqra, die sons of al-FIarith 
ibn Tameem) said, "By God, if I had seen al-Hurr ibn Yazid when he 
left, I would have followed him widi my spear [and killed him on the 
spot]!" 
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?n were engaged in heated batde as al-Hurr ibn Yazid charged 
jtdy toward the enemy reciting the verses of Antarah [ibn Shaddad, 
Islamic Arab warrior-poet]. His horse was wounded at the ear 
rows, with blood flowing [over its face]. Al-Hossayn ibn 
jem, who was Ubaydillah's police captain, said to Yazid ibn 
xyan, "This is al-Hurr ibn Yazid who you were hoping [to kill. Can 
you take him on]!" 

^ 3 -Hy ir- 3* <4 3i •(*" : 3^ 
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He said yes, set out towards [al-Hurr], and sid to him, "Do you. O' 
Hurr ibn Yazid, wish to duel?" He replied, "Yes, I do," and proceeded 
toward him. [The narrator, Abu Zuhair al-Absi,] said, "Then I heard 
Al-Hossayn ibn Tameem say, 'By God, [al-Hurr dueled] as if his soul 
is in his grasp [i.e. he fought with great valor, undawnted by certain 
death].' It was not long before [al-Hurr] finished off [his foe]." 34 
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The Martyrdom of al-Hurr ibn Yazid al- 
Riyahi 
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Ayoub ibn Mashrah al-Kliaywani dien shot al-Hurr’s horse [on the 
knee], hamstringing it. The horse fell, but he jumped off it like a lion 
with die sword in his hand. He fought valiandy on foot [while reciting 
verses of poetry taunting and intimidating Iris foes]. He fought them 
with Iris sword until he killed forty-some men. 

i ^jS i^> ^X3 (f ilyXuli c aJc- j i—X*““ j<* 
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"he [Umayyad] infantry gathered against al-Hurr and overpowered 
. [A group of enemy soldiers, including] Ayoub ibn Mashrah, 
[aerated in killing him. Al-Hussain's (a) companions carried him 
placed him in front of the tent [at the forefront of the camp], 
jenever any of the martyrs was brought to die tent al-Hussain (a) 
would say, 

(J! J ^X3 jjio 4^X3 

A. death like the deaths of the prophets and the families of the 
prophets. 
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Al-Hussain (a) turned to al-Hurr while he still held his last breath. He 
wiped the blood off him and said, 

j Li-b^ (j j^-\ ciol j <oL«l il\dk* j^-\ C-il 

You are al-Hurr [i.e. the free] like your mother named you! You 
are free in this world and the next! 

A^?U- (^LJl aJp) ^»b>^ll s.Li*j\ y» fy j 


One of the companions of al-Hussain (a) - with some historians saying 
that it was /\li ibn al-Hussain (a) or al-Hussain (a) himself - mourned 
him with the following verses, 


y,)\ 


xs- 






Jr u ' (**J 


^ A .« ^al \ XS- A-*JlXi ^l§- y^>- il J 

Glory to al-Hurr, the free-man of Bani Rlyah 
He was patient amidst the clashing of spears 
Glory to al-Hurr, who heard the cry of Hussain (a) 

And sacrificed himself that early morn! 

• All (a*-* y\ Oljjjs) <j j 


In Tabaqal ibn Saad, [the poem is attributed to] 


al-Mutawakil al-Laithi. 35 
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Biographical Entry | Al-Hurr ibn Yazid 
al-Riyahi 
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He is the [Umayyad commander] who blocked al-Hussain (a) [on his 
path to Kufa and pushed him towards Karbala] and so was the fust to 
set out against hrm. He then [repented and was able to achieve eternal] 
happiness by gaining die honor of martyrdom, as he was amongst the 
first martyrs from the camp of al-Hussain (a) during the Batde of 
Karbala. Biographers recount diat when al-Hurr was martyred, al- 
Hussain (a) took his kerchief and wrapped it around al-Hurr’s head. 

^ aj~ J ^ .JU j ^c. i _5 
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Al-Shaykh al-Samawi and al-Allama al-Mudhaffar say, "Banu Tameem 
buried al-Hurr ibn Yazid about a mile away from al-Hussain (a) out of 
respect for him. Perhaps it was Banu Tameem who gathered on the 
11th of Muharram and stopped the severing and parading of al-Hurr's 
head - as all the other heads were severed from the bodies and hoisted 
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atop spears. Today, there is a shrine atop al-Hurr's tomb on the 
outskirts of Karbala in the town that was previously called al- 
Nawawis. 36 
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A Rebuttal to those who Accused al-Hurr 
of Apostacy 
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A number of trusted individuals have told me that when Shah Ismail 
al~Safawi occupied Baghdad and came to the shrine of al-Hussain (a), 
he heard some disparaging al-Hurr [saying diat he was an apostate and 
that his repentance was not accepted]. He went to al-Hurr's tomb and 
commanded that his body be exhumed. They found his body as if he 
had just been killed [i.e. it had not decomposed] and found a kerchief 
wrapped around Iris head. 

AjLaaJl oUj U ■■ Ail.,o«j\ -l>-\ oLiJ\ j\jls 
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The Shah wanted to take that kerchief because biographers recount 
that the kerchief was actually al-Hussain's (a) and that he had wrapped 
it around his head when he was wounded in that batde. When they 
took the kerchief, blood flowed from his head until it filled the grave. 
When they wrapped it back around Iris head, the blood stopped. [Shah 
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Ismail al-Safawi] commanded that a shrine be built over his tomb and 
appointed a servant to maintain the shrine. Thus, it was clear that [al- 
Hurr| was martyred on the path of righteousness and that he is like all 
the other martyrs [of the Battle of Karbala]. 37 
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The Martyrdom of Wahab ibn Hobab al- 
Kalbi 
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Wahab ibn Hobab al-Kalbi tlien stepped forth unto die batde field. It 
is said diat he was a Christian who had accepted Islam along with his 
mother because of al-Hussain (a). He was with his wife and mother 
when his modier said, "Go, my son, and support the son of the 
daughter of the Messenger of God (s)." He said, "I will, and I will not 
fall short!" He charged into the batdefield recidng [verses touting his 
strength and valor]. 


: Jl 5 j *a\ _j <£\ja\ (Jl jr .Sc.^ Jil J iji^j v^j f 
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Wahab charged and fought until he killed a number of enemy soldiers. 
He then went back to his mother and his wife and said, "O mother, 
are you pleased?" She replied, "I will not be pleased until you die in 
support of al-Hussain!" His wife pleaded, "By God, don't grieve me by 
your death!" 


ct-Ly Cdj j,\ (Jjliis j jjC’ uojfd 

j .el^j C~*las ( Jo- ^JjlL J \y_ ^ ^J 3 ^y. 6 ^r J-J 


62 


(3^^ ‘ 3 j ey£- l^L»s1 j 4j|^«l 

j 4jjj‘ OAi-ls <*L*aJ\ J^\ lfl>Sj, ^ •(ij a ) ^ (Jj-jjj ^>- 

• cAx« O^o\ jl j_j.3 J tdlAli 

His mother said to him, "Don't listen to her, my son. Go back and 
fight in support of the son of your Prophet's (s) daughter, and you will 
gain his grandfather's intercession of the Day of Resurrection." He 
returned to the batdefield and continued to fight until his arms were 
severed. His wife took a pole and ran toward him saying, "May my 
mother and father be sacrificed for you! Fight in protection of the 
righteous family of the Messenger of God (s)! M He went to take her 
back to the women, but she held on to his clothes and said, "I will not 
return, but will die alongside you." 

lM (J^j' ‘\jf- dUu Jj<>\ ja <ult) JUs 
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Al-Hussain (a) said to her ; ‘May God reward you well as a 
family! Return to the women , may God bless you. ” 

.(<ulc aAl j Jfa- Jj'W Jjs ^ 3 -^<^1 dlfajv ailj 

She returned to the camp while al-Kalbi continued to fight until he was 
killed - may God bless his soul. 38 
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Al-Shimr stabs the Tent and Tries to Bum 
the Camp 
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The two sides charged at one another and the batde raged on between 
diem. AI-Hussain (a) and his companions persevered until mid-day, 
while they were battling their foe from one direcdon. When Ibn Saad 
saw diis, he gave orders to burn die tents [as they had stopped his 
troops from flanking al-Hussain (a) and his companions]. 

aJc-) jyJ-\ Jlia 

Al-Hussain (a) said to bis companions, “Let them be, for they 
will not reach you. ” 

3 c Aslia^ l jx\o t JG- £ 
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Al-Shimr charged until he stabbed al-Hussain's (a) tent, calling, "Give 
me a fire so I can burn die tents of die oppressors." The women cried 
and ran out of the tent, until the companions of al-Hussain (a) charged 
at [al-Shimr] and repelled him from the camp. Al-Hussain then called 
out [to al-Shimr], 

J hf- y\ Juy yf I; dlj 

Woe to you, Sbimr. Do you wish to burn the tent of the Messenger 
of God? 
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[Al-Shimr] replied, "Yes!" Al-Hussain (a) raised his eyes to the heavens 
and said, 

. “LoLllM jUL A jit* 

O' God, Sbimr will not stop you from burning him on the Day of 
Resurrection! 39 
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Hamid ibn Muslim Denounces Shimr’s 
Action 
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It is narrated that Hamid ibn Muslim said, "I said to Shimr ibn 
Thiljawshan, 'Gloiy to God! That is unbecoming of you. Do you wish 
to garner two traits; that you incur God's torment, and that you kill 
women and children? By God, surely killin g the men will be enough 
please your master [Yazid].' He said to me, 'And who are you? 1 I 
replied, 'I will not tell you who I am.' By God, I feared that if he knew 
me, he would speak ill of me to those with authority." 40 
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Shabath ibn Rib'i Disparages Shimr 
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[Hamid ibn Muslim] said, "Then a man who he listened to more than 
me - Shabath ibn Rib'i - came and said, 'I have not heard a statement 
worse than yours, nor a stance worse titan yours! Have you become a 
terrorizer of women!' I swear that he was ashamed and left at once." 41 
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Zuhair ibn al-Qayn Rescues the Tents 
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Zuhair ibn al-Qayn took ten of his companions and charged against 
Shimr ibn Thiljawshan and his men. They repelled them from the 
camp and saved the tents. 42 
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The Martyrdom of Amr ibn Khalid al-Azdi 
and His Son 
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Amr ibn Khalid al-Azdi charged into the battlefield [reciting verses of 
poetry in supplication to God Almighty]. He fought until he was killed 
- may God bless his soul. Then his son Khalid ibn Amr stepped 
forward, [reciting verses in glorification of God Almighty']. He fought 
until he was lolled - may God bless his soul. 43 
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Historical Confusion between Amr ibn 
Khalid al-Azdi and Amr ibn Khalid al- 
Saydawi 
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There has been some confusion amongst historians between Amr ibn 
Khalid al-Azdi, mentioned earlier, and Amr ibn Khalid al-Saydawi, 
who will be mentioned next. Most sources recount die name of the 
latter as "Amr," widi the exception of al-Sayyid al-Ameen, who 
recounts his name as "Omar." The one who was martyred in a group 
of four, along widi his servant and two friends, is Omar ibn Khalid al- 
Saydawi. 
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Al-Sayyid al-Ameen mentions in at-Lawa'ij (p. 132) a third individual 
by the name of Amr ibn Khalid al-Saydawi who was martyred after 
John. 

[Al-Sayyid al-Ameen] said, "Amr ibn Khalid al-Saydawi stepped 
forward and said to al-Hussain (a), 'O' Abu Abdullah, I wish to join my 
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companions and I would hate to survive long enough to see you 
murdered alone after the murder of your family.’ Al-Hussain (a) said 
to him, 

• Aclou dlj bis 

Go forth, for we shalljoin you soon. 

• Jj^s 

He stepped forward and fought until he was killed." 44 
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The Martyrdom of a Group of 
Companions 
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As for Ami ibn Khalid al-Saydawi and his servant Saad, Jabir ibn al- 
Harith al-Salmani, and Majma' ibn Abdullah al-'A'ethi, they had fought 
at tire beginning of the batde, charging with their swords against the 
people of Kufa. When they charged deep inside enemy lines, die 
soldiers circled around diem and cut them off from their companions. 
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Al-Hussain (a) sent al-Abbas to aid them, but they had already been 
wounded. While on the way back, they saw the enemy approaching 
md so they charged despite their wounds. They fought until they were 
tiled together in the same spot. 
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Al-Abbas returned to his brother and told him what had happened. 
These four were of die devout Shia of Kufa, having joined the caravan 
of al-Hussain (a) at the ’Adieeb al-Hijanat [on the outskirts of modern 
day Najaf] before he reached Karbala. 45 
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Biographical Entry | Amr ibn Khalid al- 
Saydawi 


( j<ali£ ^jA jjf- 

43^S3l ljl\ ^l<o 

0'“ UL *^ ^ ^4*A3 

j c(^AjUJ 1 <oil j^c- j ( ^\ C L^*A\ Ojli-1 ^ j -**»* £® 

.j]U- Aid 


Amr was amongst the notables of Kufa; a devout follower of die 
Ahlulbayt. He was in the ranks of Muslim ibn Aqeel, but when diey 
were betrayed in Kufa, he could do nothing other than hide. When he 
heard about the death of Qays ibn Moshir and was told that al-Hussain 
(a) was in al-Haajir, he set out to meet him along with his servant Saad, 
Jabir ibn al-Harith al-Salmani, and Majma ibn Abdullah al-'A'edii and 
his son Khalid. 


j*i> J ‘^Mjh> p$a^d _} 

(*?: .bUlo JtiX A3jS3l *U- l j &'j (3-^ {j. 

l? 2 "" luxC' \j\^u jl~u j <a^ci« 

A^lc) ,_J\a ^ .p^i.a"«*j\j iw-oJuu yb j aJc) 


They were followed by a servant of Nafi 1 [ibn Hilal] al-Bajali with a 
horse of his called al-Kamil, so diey took it along with them. They took 
as a guide al-Tirimmah ibn Adi al-Taei, who had come to Kufa to 
purchase food for his family. He took diem through rugged terrain and 
marched them resdessly due to fear [of being caught]. They met up 
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with al-Hussain (a) when he was in 'Atheeb al-Hijanat, who welcomed 
them and said, 

.1 \-Xj \j^~ 0,3^^ (3* lA 

By God, I pray that what God intends for us is nothing but good, 
whether we are slain or are victorious. 46 
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The Battle Continues Until Mid-day 

CW JTj 

3 J^3 _J JA-i\ J .jv^ySvl Aa-uu ^ 

oJ|j jj\ 4Jc-) <ui\ Jut (jil >—j 1 ^ s \ ^3 

Each casually seemed to show on al-Hussain's (a) camp; his 
companions were so few in the first place. On the other hand, the 
casualdes of die day did not seem to show on the amry of Omar ibn 
Saad due to its massive numbers. The batde raged on and the number 
of martyrs and wounded continued to increase until the sun reached 
its zenith. 47 
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Abu Thumama Remembers the Prayer 


hi V) ijlij i A>s\ii L$\j 5 

l _]ns\ 'il diil J y J t \yifi\ -13 f.')lyib ( yf c l-lidl ell] 4^ A^f" 

^3^9 liA o^baJl sAA A3 j (_}j J ‘ objA 

:^S (Jl3 ^ aJc) 


Abu Thumama saw that the sun was approaching its zenith. He said to 
al-Hussain (a), "May my life be sacrificed for yuo, O' Abu Abdullah (a)! 
I see [the enemy] coming closer, and by God you will not be killed 
before I die protecting you. But I would love to meet my Lord after 
perfomring this prayer whose time is approaching." Al-Hussain (a) 
raised his eyes to the sky and said, 


‘^9_5 (Jjl ^AA jv*i {(jJwall f jA e^Lail 

•k^ 3 ^ ^ o' 


You have remembered prayer, may God make you amongst the 
worshipers [on the Day of Judgment]! Yes, this is the beginning of 
its time. Ask them to hall their advance so that we may pray. 

)1 : jSi,\h> j. A JlSi !0li* Ji- V l^\ :yf y, jwaA-\ 4 JlSa 

! 5 j\s>* l> 01 a> j <uil J yMj J\ •yt c^J’j s'^Lail 


The companions did so, but] al-Hossayn ibn Numair replied, "It will 
not be accepted from you!" Habib ibn Mudhahir retorted, "You claim 
that it will not be accepted from the family of the Messenger of God 
(s) and that it will be accepted from a miscreant like you?!" 

aJc) i-1 (jnlj j\j^\ [iOJc _^j\] [...] 
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[...] When [Abu Thumama] finished the Athan, al-Hussain (a) called 
out, 

Vl t Juu-U ^ yf' l) 

!5J^ 


0 ' Omar ibn Saad, have you forgoten the teachings of Islam! 
Would you slop your advance so that we may pray? 


Jljia V b '-ys. y stalls .yf' a^£ 

j Aj >_A_*jj^i> As>-j __u-^piaS aJc ! *? ojl^-1 


. Ajl^^l A»Ju^X>-l3 < 


Omar did not reply, but al-Hossayn ibn Numair said, “O'Hussain (a), 
pray for your prayer will not be accepted!” 

“Woe to you! Al-Hussain's (a) prayer is not accepted, while yours is, O' 
son of a drunkard?!” replied Habib ibn Mudhahir. Al-Hossayn charged 
at him, but Habib struck his horse on its face with his sword. The horse 
threw al-Hossayn and he fell to the ground, but he was rescued by his 
men. 48 
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The Martyrdom of Habib ibn Mudhahir 


J -d\ J Oj^ j jSb liiro 7fjP~ f 


j [ 3 ^~ 3 ^ 3 ^ 3 < ij/C —M j ^jCj\ < 1 Jj A-jj Vlij 

. ( ji>j'i!\ " uJ *\£ ^ jg-\ Ai»io j c Aij^aS f_p° {y. 


Habib ibn Mudhahir then set out to the battlefield. He was an elder 
man, seventy five years of age. Yet he fought valiantly and killed 62 
men despite his age, [reciting verses lauding the virtues of his 
companions as he swept the batdefield]. Badeel ibn Suraym charged at 
him and struck him with his sword. Another man from Tameem 
stabbed him with Iris spear, forcing him to the ground. 

W a.~3 tA^ulj Aj^aj ^ ^^>4 -1 \i\ j i^Jt>33 

: d^3 A-\t) ,<uAj jo-\ j a fy J 

He attempted to get up, but al-Hossayn ibn Numair struck him on his 
head with a sword. He fell to the ground again, [with al-Hossayn 
having dealt him his final blow]. The man from Tameem rushed to 
him and severed his head. Habib's martyrdom overwhelmed al-Husain 
(a), who would say, 

j c-.-wfig-' AlC- 

// is in God that I place my hopes [of retribution for my murder 
and the murder ofj my valiant companions. 

^ -66 JiL 0 ) (3 _j \_fc3 j 

aJc) 
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He continued to repeat [die Holy Verse, "Indeed we belong to God 
and to Him do we indeed return."] And in Abu Mikhnafs Maqtal (p. 
66), "Al-Hussain (a) then said, 

<3 {&■ 'iLisls C*c£ Jii (L-vjf- li ijjJ <01 

May God accept your work, O' Habib! You were a man of virtue, 
reciting the entire Quran in a single night." 

•fs* G- j 

It is also said that he was killed by Badeel ibn Surayin^ 9 
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Al-Qasim ibn Habib seeks Retribution for 
his Father's Murder 


V c/'] j dASC^ ^ omJ-' 3 

i 3 { y s ' <j> d ^ £ '^ -A ^' J 

l3 ^ 1 o^aC-ls !.il>j dklaaj ^ ^ 4s>-k- *^3 oj&- ^ t4^3 


. 4_^j^3 (3 £^~3 \^3 . 4*J\ 0>)j 


u\ 


Al-Hossayn al-Tameemi said to Badeel, "I am your partner in killing 
[Habib]!" Badeel replied, "By God, you were not!" Al-Hossayn said, 
"Give me die head and I will tie it to the neck of my horse so that the 
people could see that I helped you in killing him. You can then take it 
back, as I have no need for any prize you may get from Ibn Ziyad." 
Badeel gave al-Hossayn the head, which he paraded amongst the 
people then gave back. When diey returned to Kufa, he ded it to the 
neck of his horse [and continued to parade it around the city]. 


i_r'j *** <3-^ 0 * 3 ^ ‘ J ft b (j^^O 5. 3 

ijAj oka olila :Jli3 .Aj ojb’jli tO\ 

o' 3 ‘O^At j' ^ J. ^ ji JG- o\j\ jjiapk nj\ 

.^kl\ j l^orl ^l\ diui V ail! j$3 :Jlia > 


ibib had a son named al-Qasim who was dien an adolescent. He [saw 
s father's head on the neck of the horse] and began to follow the 
lorseman. The man noticed him and asked, "Why are you following 
me?" The boy replied, "This head you are carrying is my father's. Give 
it to me so I can bury it." The man said, "The governor does not wish 
it to be buried, and I wish to be given a prize for it." The boy wept and 
said, "Then God will not give you but die worst reprisal!" 



All tiAli j 
* * 


< <Lj\ jlij .Xi-1 
j 4^a9 


j aI^s ^>- <■ .ijj.il l«Joo ol (JjIj J:\ ^jj (Jji |l 

eJ(uoi 4 <cf~ ^ _j 4*lc ^ 


[Al-Q asim] continued to follow his father's killer until he was able to 
kill him. He had followed the man to a barracks and attacked him in 
his tent in die middle of the day, killing him and taking his head. 50 
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Biographical Entry | Habib ibn Mudhahir 


j < Aaj ^Lo\ Jwi'ill ^ «— jIj^ { ~r A -^ > ~ 3^ 

cfc3 •(^'^h**i\ aJc) 3 Q*- 4 *^ 3 Oi" 0 ^ 3 (ij^) 

3& ((j^) ^ tJ y*j (j* C-jxU ^ j .ojA (J1 Alj\ Q* jT/ii \]ab[>- 


Habib ibn Mudhahir ibn Ri'ab ibn al-Ashtar al-Asadi al-I<indi. A 
trusted Immami who was a companion of the Holy Prophet (s), the 
Commander of the Faithful, Imam Hassan (a), and Imam Hussain (a). 
Fie memorized the entirety of die Quran and relayed the narradons of 
the Holy Prophet (s). 

(j aJc) Uc 3 Jy W 3- jl «— 

A^T ^3 •[•••] A*o^lc Jt~ j AX^W 

■4 i3j i 

Historians say diat Habib had come to Kufa and served in all of die 
batdes alongside Imam Ali (a). He was one of the Commander of the 
Faidiful's (a) trusted companions and dedicated pupils [...]. He had 
writted letters to Imam Hussain (a) and fulfilled his promises to him. 

A^“y- J, ^a j c-^>- jL? A3j$ 3\ jAf- ^ ^333 XS- J 

} <01 \ X-C' (J^O \i\ ^>- aJc.) AsuJl 

V ‘"*33 0^ di ‘ j3la as y) 3\ L Jjt>\ 

.AjI^ 3 ! 1 jL <9 j Aj lii- j { y^ji> 3 A 


When Muslim ibn Aqeel arrived to I<ufa, Habib and Muslim ibn 
Awsaja began to gather die people and take their pledges to support 
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al-Hussain (a). But when UbaydiUah ibn Ziyad came to Kufa and its 
people became reluctant to support al-FIussain’s (a) messenger, they 
hid [from the persecution of the authorities]. When al-Hussain (a) 
came to Karbala, Habib and Muslim ibn Awsaja left Kufa in secrecy 
and joined his camp. 

J J ‘t&S pi (^—J\ ^ S f 

During the batde of Karbala, Habib commanded the left flank of al- 
Hussain's (a) army. He was a man of seventy five, one of the eldest of 
the seventy-some companions that fought alongside al-Hussain (a). 51 
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Zuhair ibn al-Qayn Enters the Battlefield 

“3c) 3 jLxSc'V^ ,j\j jjbliao y, % [...] 'l 

\jj& U 4ii\ ^l> ^j\ j C-jl :Jla _j ^ y&j [•■•] 

: J\a ^ 3^' '—•■•-« 3 l <dX^j 3 o\j\ 

When [...] Habib had been martyred, al-Hussain (a) was overwhelmed 
with grief [...]. Zuhair ibn al-Qayn stood close to al-Hussain (a) and 
said, "May my mother and father be sacrificed for you, O' son of the 
Messenger of God! What is die disheartenment I see in your face? Do 
you not know that we are in the right?" Al-Hussain (a) replied, 

3 3^' 3^ f^l 3 <3' 31 <3^ 3 3^ 

Yes, I swear by the Lord of Creation! I know with absolute 
certainty that you and I are on a path of truth and guidance! 

f ■ W 1 J 31 jwai jd- j 33 ^ b\ : yAj 

: JU *1 jljJl; 3 0^3 1) : 

Zuhair said, "Then we will not worry, as we will soon enter paradise 
and enjoy its splendors!" He dien stood in front of al-Hussain (a) and 
said, "My lord, do you grant me leave to join the batde?" Al-Hussain 
(a) said, 

•Jl3 

[Yes,] go out into the battlefield. 

o' 3 3 s- 4>- ^ 3 ‘p^' 3^ 3^ f 

C*sdL>- 31 3^l) :J\i j ^3 3^) o3~ai' Ajyu 

.lij 3^ 33® 3 ' o' 
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He charged against the enemy and fought until he killed twenty 
knights. But he feared that he would miss the prayer alongside al- 
Hussain (a), so he returned and said, "My lord, I feared that I might 
miss prayer, so lead us [in this last prayer before our death]." 52 
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Noon Prayer 


Al-Hussain (a) said to Zuhair ibn al-Qayn and Saeed ibn Abdullah al- 
Hanafi, 

{ J^>\ ff>- tj[*\ USi 

Stand in front of me so that I can pray the noon prayers. 

IjJtaj j 1 iuaj y£- ft, A>jLo\ Lojili 

.,\x^ ^$Sj3 4j\^M J 

They stood in front of him along with about half of his companions 
so that he can pray Salat al-KJ)awf It is also said that al-Hussain (a) and 
his companions prayed individually through gestures, [a form of Salat 
ahKJ)aivf performed in times of extreme fear]. 5 '' 


‘ Salat al-bJianf is a special method of performing the obligator)’ daily prayers while 
in times of fear, especially during war. 


H6 





Post noon 
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The Martyrdom of Saeed ibn Abdullah al- 
Hanafi 


v_ kij j Aill t ■“ (^'itatal aJc.) (jUutal ^1 

L? i ^ ^ J-talj 3^' vj^_) ^ 3 i A-^viCJ (_]taJ\ ^jA AaHj 

dJ \d i»M ju vJ\) ^ %$> j tai (^"itaui\ A»ta) 

_j tfitaJl ^ta* 3 “‘Y 3 0*^ py*^ p$^ ’(J_j^. j •>> 

j .vital 4^ji 3j^ai vilify villta vlOj\ (^li t^\jta\ jil yo G~ta l« Altai 

5 All\ yta vj->Ajl (^'itaJl A»ta) ^1 i_Jrta 

fWliile al-Hussain (a) was leading prayer], an arrow struck him. Saeed 
ibn Abdullah al-Hanafi stepped forward and began to shield al-Hussain 
(a) with his own body from a barrage of arrows. Whenever an arrow 
came toward al-Hussain (a) from left or right, Saeed lept to shield him. 
He continued to take arrows until he fell to the ground saying, "O' 
God, curse them like you cursed tire people of'Ad and Thamud. Send 
peace and blessings upon Your Prophet (s), and inform him of the 
wounds that I have taken. Surely, I only wanted Your reward by 
supporting the progeny of Your Prophet (s)." He turned to al-Hussain 
(a) and said, "Have I fulfilled my duty, O' son of the Messenger of God 
(s)?" Al-Hussain (a) replied, 

•*4^ (i c^tal G-ll ^ :J\3 

Al-Hussain (a) replied, ‘Yes, and you shall walk in front of me 
into paradise. ” 
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J co-b^r t-ij* y |»$M 4j! (^Jjj l5 j) 

{ jf aS jr ,i_j\i-\ jb ,j ( ^5jj\ j <(j»^L^\ <^b) 0^ (J^ -5 

| j^o 4j Vo (_£^-uu > ^JuC- 4 j*^Ij 4.a J«>-^3 c(aJc 4^ 4^^- 


.^lo^\ ( jjds> J '-r'i/'^ 


Another narration stated that Saeed said, "O' God, You are never 
deterred against anything diat You want! Inform Muhammad (s) of my 
support and protection of al-Hussain (a) and grant me his company in 
the Eternal Abode." After he passed away - may God bless his soul - 
thirteen arrows were found on his body in addition to the cuts of the 
swords and the stabs of the spears [that he suffered during bathe]. 5 " 1 




Biographical Entry | Saeed ibn Abdullah 
al-Hanafi 


^ j { xjl-u 

.L^o (j»^L*Jl j <31 J^i <j* (^L*J\ aJc) 


Saeed was amongst those martyred alongside al-Hussain (a) during the 
Battle of Karbala. He was one of the notables of Kufa, a man of valor 
and peity. He was one of the messengers who carried die letters of die 
Kufans to al-Hussain (a) while he was in Mecca. 


^ ^ lail ^J—qj jjl (^LJ\ aJ^O iljl 11 j 

j \£~-^ \j^a Aj Jo < a*^L^al\ l^oj A*Lo\ 

di ]aa.^ i Jurini^jly? J bj ^ 3 J 

L-jb-i ^ a*Jc. Lo -iii j 


When al-Hussain (a) wanted to pray the noon prayer on the tenth of 
Muharram, he called Saeed to stand in front of him while he prayed. 
Saeed stood guarding him against the barrage of arrows with his own 
body until he became [covered in arrows] like a porcupine. He fell to 
the ground a martyr, having fulfilled his duty to the Master of the 
Youth of Paradise. 53 
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Al-Hussain (a) Gives Glad Tidings to His 
Companions 




After the prayer al-Hussain (a) said to his companions, 

Ifiijlc j j Ss *J-\ ojjt> ^\y l) 

> 

f^jSs dy^&- ‘l/' 3 uO 3 iA ** jOi' _j (y?) 

•^1 f j _j ‘(n=^ 


O' /W0j7 noble [companions]! This is paradise; its gates are open, 
its rivers are flowing, its fruits are ripe, its palaces are decorated, 
and its servants and maidens are delighted [foryour arrival]! This 
is the Messenger of God (s) and the martyrs killed beside him, 
along with my father and mother, awaiting [oryour arrival'! They 
joyously pass word of your coming and long [oryour arrival. 

3 fM if J (<j^) ^ if 'jO 5 fril jf 'y>l5- 

^ fy? (3 < Vsj Juis t ^>xi di-Jo 

.Up <jJJ\ jJ \j Ij fjb\ _j IJp 


So defendyour faith andprotect thefamily of the Messenger of God 
(s) and your Imam and the son of your Prophet's (s) daughter! God 
Almighty has tested you with us! You are in proximity of our 
grandfather [the Prophet (s)], honored by us, and the people of 
affection toward us! So defend us, may God bless you! 


jy 3 ^ 3 a 3 3 \^i 

j 3Li-1 Lj _j °3_ft i \ -X»-l ^i} (J-^i ^ ^ _j •«'l-uSl ^3 L»-ljj! _j ^3lo 


j ( 1 * y' L ', e-A^j ^V*AJ Li^ls <LiUl ^v Vsll j c l; * *j^3j v 3^.. -*Li L*A^ J3 

j/' d* eft 3 ft ft “-p^ £y s->ij 



When they heard this, tliey began to wail and cry. They said, "Let our 
lives be taken rather than yours! Let our blood be spilled rather than 
yours! May our souls be sacrificed for you! By God, no one will reach 
you with any harm while we still live! We have pledged ourselves to the 
sword and our bodies to [scavenging] birds, so that perhaps we may 
protect you from the march of this army and taste death instead of 
you! Victorious is he who acts righteously today and protects you 
against impending death!" 56 
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Omar ibn Saad Hamstrings al-Hussain’s 
(a) Horses 

o\aJ\ ^ (3 j< j-k*-" (jt j*& ji f 

^1 ^ &- l 3 iS^ (f*A**^ “SA) 

yu dULsl jOju G-olj ‘tJjjjA .(34Ji\ •X-C- 

.UsV^V UX-i l^ol J 


Omar ibn Saad directed Amr ibn Saeed along with a group of archers 
to pelt al-Hussain (a) and Iris companions until dieir horses were killed 
or hamstrung. No knight remained on his steed except for al-Dahhak 
ibn Abdullah al-Mashriqi who said, "When I saw my companions 
horses being hamstrung, I took my horse and stowed it in a tent." 

4*lc) ye ff ^ . ,Jlxji}\ Juil j 

<xlt) ( aji\ |JctUt 


[Al-Hussain's (a) companions] continued to fight valiantly. Whenever 
one of them wanted to set out into batde, he would bid farewell to al- 
Hussain (a) by saying, "Peace be upon you O' son of the Messenger of 
God (s)." Al-Hussain (a) would reply, 


if fr? 3 lS^ 3 if frt 9 j dUc j 

.[23 v^l] 'kg \Jj 3 lo 3 jiaS;. 


/?£ upon you, and we will follow you. 'There are some among 
them who have fulfilled their pledge, and some of them who still 
wait, and they have not changed in the least' (The Holy Quran, 
33:23f 7 
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The Martyrdom of Abu Thumama 

ji 3 L>-^La)\ 44* _j4 J 

djil j \y£>j <4^9 j AAJ <e^ljc- <Ui\ J*£- ij, ( j*a 9 4 iJljL 4 ^ 

.aJc 

Abu Thumama al-Sa'edi stepped forth onto the batde field and faught 
until he was weakened by his wounds. He had a cousin named Qays 
ibn Abdullah in the army of Omar ibn Saad and there was some enmity 
between them. [Qays] charged at [Abu Thumama] and killed him - may 
God bless his soul . 58 
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The Martyrdom of Zuhair ibn al-Qayn 


c\U-\ z\j\ IL \jj>j y lSjj j [ yfj] y> _j 01^' o'. ppf” f 

:J\3 j jSs j “ticO '—^3 

Zuhair ibn al-Qayn then set out into the battlefield, reciting [verses 
announcing his dedication to al-Hussain (a) and the family of the 
Prophet (s)]. It is narrated that when Zuhair wanted to join the batde, 
he stood before al-Hussain (a), put his hand on his shoulder, and 
recited, 

^J\ * lolto 

U3\ jiJ\ o^U-l b j * * * ^ j 

lti-\ dJtSl Jujj\ j 

Go forth, Hussain (a), O' guided guide 

Today you will meet your grandfather the Prophet (s) 

And Hassan (a) and the Chosen Ali (a) 

And the winged man, Jafar al-Tayyar] 

And the Lion of God, the living martyr [Ham^a] 

J\ aJc) Jliia [...] 

[...] Al-Hussain (a) said, 

.i] p\ 111 j 

[Go forth] and I shall meet them soon after you. 


% 


i j i jr^ 3 ^ Cr- •■*““** ‘W- 1 -^ ^^5 Jjli jr 

’ Jf*J £/^ 0!f 4 ^ £ ') C£***^ .e'^taii c { j^\ 

He fought valiantly until Katheer ibn Abdullah al-Shi'bi and Muhajir 
ibn Aous al-Tameemi charged at him and killed him. When Zuhair was 
martyred al-Hussain (a) said, 

olfs 4Ji\ ^ja] j < \j djM dJoJoui V 

3 

May God never distance you [from His mercy], O' Zuhair. May 
God curse those who have killed you like he cursed those who he 
deformed into apes and pigs. 59 
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Biographical Entry | Zuhair ibn al-Qayn 

<<Uj3 J \a* : j^ -j O 1 L/ y* 

^ ■ **<* ■ ** , ° ^,.09^0 a! lc'l^ u < p-^3 

p'il J p^i^) *^-jd\ Jjbl 4 jV p ^ibJl (3 

, \ ^ m * V *ai\ t Ojl*aj\ <XP (jfW- J c ^J^U\ ^jA ^Jt) 

,(<ulc ail ^y°j) 

He is Zuhair ibn al-Qayn ibn Qays al-Anmari al-Balaji. He was a chief 
amongst his people and a resident of Kufa. His valor had been seen in 
battle through well-known stances on numerous occasions. At fust, he 
had a leaning to Othman [the third caliph] but was then guided to the 
path of the Holy Household (a). He joined al-Hussain (a) on the road 
and defended him like his closest companions until he was martyred - 
may God bless his soul. 

Jc Uc) ^jl >_flVal\ 4 jl9j ^ ‘Cw^l ^ J 

jA i^_A9j j t 6^£- L«x»- _5 ‘ 4JJ^° 

( y A.. . *u l L 4 -n -j y^J 


Zuhair played a critical role during the Batde of Karbala, such that al- 
Hussain (a) had assigned him the right flank of his army while Habib 
was assigned the left flank. Al-Hussain (a) remained at the heart. Thus, 
Zuhair and Habib were to al-Hussain (a) like the wings of a bird, 
without which he would not soar. 




3 Of. £/- Jc Ji*j ^ U. j 

jju jl J ij^ c4 ^- ^ ‘(v^-“\ J [*JeA li \i\ 

J .i.^i ^bla j ^-*15 V\ d\ii U j -jJbj ,Ji9 

ijl^i’j) <U^ <c4-\ (_^\ li)3 <U* ,J-fcl <»_jL-*i • J ^“ j tlx* 

.(1^ <Oi\ 

When Zuhair determined to achieve martyrdom, he set out with al- 
Hurr into batde. They were both repenters [who only recently joined 
al-Hussain's (a) camp]. Whenever one of them charged and was 
surrounded, the other would rush to the rescue. Al-Hurr was killed, 
and before long Zuhair was killed as well. They did this so they can 
show the world that they repented together, fought for truth together, 
and were martyred in defense of the Master of the Youth of Paradise 
together. They marched into paradise together, may God bless their 
souls . 60 
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The Martyrdom of Amr ibn Qaradha al- 
Ansari 

^I WL *) ixijki- 3 j <*.3^-1 3! jjj'l^t-”] y^ji y* j jj? 

.${& j jb\j^u ^ j ol>j jj- 1 ' *—)_}>■ y* l*^r d^s l jp- pi 

Amr ibn Qaradha al-Ansari stepped forward and asked al-Hussain (a) 
for permission to fight. Al-Hussain (a) granted him permission, so he 
joined batde reciting [verses the declared his intent to defend al- 
Hussain (a)]. He fought like those longing for their reward and excelled 
in the sendee of the Lord of the Heavens. He killed many of the army 
of Ibn Ziyad, combining both righteous deeds and excellent combat. 

aJL (^^LmJI aJc.) ^Lol j a1sj3 ^W - _5 

_j .{.y* aJ^) j^ 3-I 31 J-<aj jjj c4Xj»>- j ojJu^a) j»p*ll ,_pJ. J 

P bbJjl :J\S J (^LJ\ <Uc.) djll (_)\ bbiJl ^1<US jS”"II 

:Jl5 “? a5i\ <_pj 

Amr ibn Qaradha then stood in front of al-Hussain (a) in order to 
protect him from the enemy and dieir barrage of arrows. He took die 
arrows with his chest and head so that no harm could reach al-Hussain 
(a). When his wounds grew too many, he turned to al-Hussain (a) and 
said, "Have I fulfilled my duty, O’ son of the Messenger of God (s)?" 
Al-Hussain (a) replied, 

(jl 4 ^l J ^"PJl ^ <US\ ^yjjj jt\3 tiii-l (j (^lo'l cl3 

•A' j 

1(H) 



Yes, and you are entering paradise before me. Give mj peace and 
greetings to the Messenger of God (s) and tell him that I will soon 
followyou. 


j. j ij. ^ y*~ _? 

!*! [ y>- \ Cjjjp I; jy> L 


Amr fell to the ground and passed away, may God bless his soul. His 
brother, Ali ibn Qaradha, who was in the army of Omar ibn Saad called 
out, "Hussain (a) you liar! You deceived my brother until you killed 
him!" Al-Hussain (a) replied, 

.iMliA j <uj\ j c-iJUA y\ jl <j\ 

J did not deceive your brother, but God guided him and left you in 
your misguidance. 

*U*iaJ ( f ^J\ aJc) f ^ ji :Jlis 

.4Cy*s ^Jo- ajjiiaj J'il* y Is 

"May God kill me if I dont kill you," Ali ibn Qaradha said as he charged 
at al-Hussain (a). Nafi' ibn Hilal al-Jamali intercepted him and killed 
him [before he could reach al-Hussain (a )]. 61 
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The Martyrdom of Nafi' ibn Hilal 

^ fVJL ppAj., J*s- j J^r\ J^ 6 J, ^ali q>- f 

i_M f jn?V- J> [ J^a?] a 0^J ‘ oJ i 

:J_yu. y& j j «4-u» ^"Ls 

Nafi' ibn Hilal al-Jumali then stepped forward and began to pelt the 
enemies with [poisoned] arrows and would not miss. He would 
continue to shoot and recite [verses taunting his enemies] until his 
arrows were depleted. He then drew his sword and charged at the 
enemy, reciting, 

■> j l*->- ^ ■> & * * * r ^' t' 

y y: y & , * • • y u* y jai ji 

1 am a Yemeni, Juma/i man 

My creed is that of Hussain (a) and AH (a) 

If I were killed today, that would be my wish 

This is my belief and I will soon see the results of my deeds 

tljywl ejis-l j j iijlrjtA-L 4j 

L« dAL?" Lo y\ (Jlis . Ajy yA. _5 <*Sw^l9 

dJ jLai Si j J>-j 4 JUs .Cj3j\ lo ^ju alii jl :J\a . dl~Juj CuU^> 

H. d-Lj La Lai ^ \S~-j ^£, f-LojJl 

[...] The enemies surrounded him, pelting him with rocks and arrows 
until they broke his arms and took him prisoner. Al-Shimr and his 
companions took him and dragged him [to Omar ibn Saad who] asked, 
"What drove you to do diis to yourself?" He replied, "God knows what 
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I wanted." A man that saw his blood pouring over his face and beard 
said to him, "Do you not see what has happened to you?" 

pj\ lo _j iC-s-jr if kSy* j** Sf ^ j 

Jib <AiL—o zy>- j • ^3^l* x!aSf ^ d!-sAj ^ j t y^ 

(UjI«Jo aJ 1\ dAJt ^\a«l y jCf l> £0l\ j :^a\i 4J 

j2> J Aajkij ^ .<GL>- j\(_£J o Ail JL^-Ia 

.A AS- 


He said, "By God, I have killed twelve of you and wounded others. I 
do not regret my efforts, and if I had an arm left [unbroken] you would 
not have captured me." Al-Shimr drew his sword, so Nafi' said to him, 
"By God, O' Shimr, if you were a Muslim you would have feared to 
meet God with our blood on your hands. Praise God who made our 
deaths at the hands of the most evil of his creation." Al-Shimr pushed 
him forward and struck him on his neck, [killing him]. 62 
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Biographical Entry | Nafi’ ibn Hilal al- 
Jumali 

J . C-O Jki-\ Ijjts I J&' J . t 

aJc-) jiyoi j* 

A-i\ “uic) Aj«Jb LoJUC- j _J 

£jia i(,y»KHj) ^j.1 <^uju_ ^ j3 (3 

.('ult- 4ji^ jj \y2>j) IjCujI 3^ JJ j ^jA 4c\f*- 


Nafi' was a chief [amongst his tribe], a nobleman, of noble qualities, 
and a valiant warrior. He was a learned scribe and a narrator of 
[Prophetic] traditions. He was a companion of tire Commander of the 
Faithful (a), fighting in all three of his wars; al-Jamal, Siffin, and al- 
Nahrawan. When he heard that al-Hussain (a) had refuse to pledge 
allegiance [to Yazid], he set out [towards Mecca] and met him on the 
way. He had instructed pfis servant] to follow him with his horse called 
al-Kamil, so [the servant] did so along with a number of Nafi's 
companions. He was killed a captive, may God bless his soul/’ 3 


The Martyrdom of John the Servant of 
Abu Thar al-Ghafari 


3 j* J-d' 3* 3 A S) ^}y 03 =r py f 

jt> <S) (}y dy ^33 3 * 3 } eft 

4J&) (Jlia <ulc) ^U\ 

Then John, the servant of Abu Thar al-Ghafari and an elderly black 
man, charged at the enemy [taunting his enemies and praising al- 
Hussain (a) in verse]. John stood in front of al-Hussain (a) and asked 
permission to fight. Al-Hussain (a) said, 

j C-jli cAAUii UIj Uxxo U| 

O' John, you followed us in hopes of a good outcome, so you have 
my permission [to leave the camp if you wish]. 

bjcaJi (J j t ^CpLa3 { j^\ (j U j U^- 

3 3 ‘ Lpv ul ^ 3 

fifi\ V <&\ 3 )l -^3 J 3 #- 3 •Ar^- J ‘c/=J S-cW 

25 -Oi-d-' ^ f-»i' '•** 

.(a^ ^ ub^j) d*® 



John fell on al-Hussain’s (a) feet and said, "In times of ease I eat from 

r j u„, in times of hardship I would desert you! By God, my 
your food, out 

• 'A mv lineage is base, and my complexion is black. Breathe 

odor is rancia, n ; , 

oradise so that my odor would become pleasant, my 
over me & no ble, an d my face would become bright. No, 

lineage wou untl l this blood mixes widi your blood." 

by God I 'viU ° ot lea y 
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Al-Hussain (a) gave him permission to join battle. He killed twenty five 
enemy soldiers before being killed - may God bless his soul. 


Jis JjW J>_ |is» :J\5 (71 <4^ j ^ 4 'jj 3 _j) 

£3^3 C 31 <*J 15" J 4 j>-1^ (3 G-*S_j3 c ij y* -; -' u 


:Jl 5 j 


Abu Mikhnaf narrates in his Maqta! { p. 71) :He continued to fight until 
he killed seventy men. Then a strike hit him on die eye and he fell off 
his horse to die ground, falling on his head. Enemy soldiers 
surrounded him and killed him. [Al-Hussain (a)] stood over his body 
and said, 

C- 3 JP- J ( ) J 0 J^S ~\ j _} ^ 

I* _ 

kf 3 ) x£- J\ JU _j 

O' God, brighten his face, refine his odor, and grant him an abode 
with Muhammad (s) in the hereafter and alongside the family of 
Muhammad (s). 

japUI j\ <tit) if L?JJ J 

.dUU U\j <\Xa -rffLi *1)1 fi-lJU li^f- 


It is narrated diat Imam al-Baqir (a) said, "Peolple used to come to the 
batdeficld and bury dieir dead. They found John's body ten days after 
the batde with his body emitdng an aroma of musk." 64 



Biographical Entry | John the Servant of 
Abu Thar al-Ghafari 


kSjt o ^o- O'- oj£ ^ i> ir- o- o of? y 

JuP ^1 ^ ^y> <cJp) .^yll 

J *1^)1 J>-y Oj 'J* Jiils .<to^>tJ ji <CAj J tljl^.i j fcU 

jW^l jUaL* Ifty j j -iAyll J'iU- l^ip p>- Si j=-\ eU-1 

o^j ‘V^ j ij y\>i jj>- o?\j .«3u3J\ j ^c-Ua!\ j 

i qaXj e&ls «(<Jp dill jly^j) (ojjjl) Jl o^ 1 \ **S*J 


He is John ibn Hawi ibn Qutada ibn al-A'war ibn Sa'eda ibn 'Aouf ibn 
Ka b ibn Hawi al-Nubi. Imam Ali (a) bought him from al-Fadl ibn al- 
Abbas ibn AbduimuttaUb for 150 dinars, and gifted him to Abu Thar 
to serve him. He thus moved from an environment of wealth and 
luxury to one veiled by noble asceticism and piety, and deeply rooted 
in self-sacrifice, contentment, and austerity. John accompanied Abu 
Thar throughout Iris life and lived alongside him in his struggles. He 
was Abu Thar's loyal friend in al-Rabatha [where he was exiled] until 
he passed away - may God bless his soul. John wept for him greatly. 


t • jjl juJcf _j Jis>Lll Oi***^"! Or^° V iff” 3 




juc <(a> ii ^ ^ j 

^jJl #.1^1 jj$v. c^ljcVl J^> 3 ~r o' 3 l O-J* ^ 


c>\$\ 
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When he heard that al-Hussain (a) had set out to oppose tyranny and 
renew the faith, his old wounds and dreadful memories were renewed. 
He rushed to support al-Hussain (a) and serve the family of the 
Prophet (s). He was martyred - may God bless his soul - after a bitter 
trial, having shown die enemy army die meaning of bravery and 
perseverance [in his honorable stance by his principles]/' 5 
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The Remaining Companions Race for 
Martyrdom 


Jk3 frUtVl jl J [\j^£ S3 aJc.) Jwi-\ iJ\j 

^ ^ 3 <Uc) j' ^ (*/' _) 

.AjJj \jkflj ji ^ 

When al-Hussain's (a) companions saw that they had been beaten, that 
the enemies remain numerous, and that they will not be able to defend 
al-Hussain (a) or even themselves, they began to race toward 
martyrdom before him. 66 
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The Martyrdom of Handhala ibn As’ad al- 
Shabami 


aJc) 0^ »—*Jj3 J j - d \ u\ y, <\jAais>- j? 

*(^5^W ^ 1^ 4xJ\ ^ j . »*il a*jjj ( 


Then Handhala ibn As'ad al-Shabami stepped forward and stood in 
front of al-Hussain (a), shielding him against arrows, swords, and 
spears with his own body. He cried out [the verses of die Holy Quran], 


3 fy ffp *-r , b d*? ■e-Ajp-Vl fy di (*3® - 

til f ‘j* \j 3 Id^ 5 Aijs dll 3 dr? o*^ 3 3 

3! ^ d? dyA* d^i* f3i p5. 

qU df 4 \<3 ddl jUau d® 3 


'0' w}' people! Indeed / fear for you [a day] like the day of the 
[heathen] factions; like the case of the people of Noah, of'Sid and 
Tha mud, and those who came after them, and God does not desire 
any wrong for [l~Iis] servants. O' my people! I fearfor you a day 
of mutual distress calls, a day when you will turn back [to flee], 
not having anyone to protect you from God, and whomever God 
leads astray has no guide' (The Idoly Quran, 40:30-33). 


Jliis 0 ° 3 ’l-i^* 3 4)11 b 3 


aJc.) 


“O' my people, do not kill Hussain (a) and elicit the punishment of 
God, 'Whoever fabricates lies certainly fails' (The Holy Quran, 20:61)-" 
Al-Hussain (a) said to him, 


mi 


iALIc Oir*' < 4Xl\ AL?-j JuuA ^Ij 

cJu$A _j dU\ ^y^tc j y> aJ\ j*£jCO U 

! jJ-Lail dbl^l \_jlo3 J3 ^ jSf\ ^ 


O' Ibn As'acl, may Cod have mcny on you! They had become 
deservant ofpunishment when they answered your call toward truth 
[earlier] by cursingyou and your companions. What do you expect 
of them now after they have killed your righteous brethren! 


4 (Jtai (3! fj>j C-iae>- C-*3ju«p tjlii 

:(>*^Lwu)\ aJc.) 


Handhala replied, "True, may I be sacrificed for you! Then shall we 
not head towards our Lord and join our brethren?" Al-Hussain (a) said, 

.(Jwo V olU _j <1^9 U $ UjJl pf d\i jf U (J\ jT) 

Go forth to what is betterfor you then the entirety of the world and 
what is in it. [Go forth] to a kingdom that will never perish. 

j liL) <0i\ j t liAxu j £ £tii\ (Jyl> 

<ulc) jwU ,j diiM 


Handhala said, "Peace be upon you. O' son of the Messenger of God 
(s), and upon your family. May God unite us again in paradise." Al- 
Hussain (a) replied. 


•oy 1 oy' 


Amen, amen. 

.ojtaia <cic \jUj3- £ \st'Xhs Via Jjlii ^juu ^ 


in 


Handhala stepped forward and fought valiantly, but the enemies 
charged at him and killed him/’ 7 
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The Martyrdom of Shawthab the Servant 
of Bani Shakir 


JG' j is 3 - dy *** 3 l C* o^ d^ 3 

Ja\ ,J-ia3 ^ jjj'JrO i_iiU Ojh j Jb>-jH j*® v-O^i 

Jjlsl :Jl5 jl liL^j ^ U v-jij-i l :JUi .(j»^LJl ^^Ic) CoJ\ 
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Abis ibn Shabeeb al-Shakin approached alongside Shawthab, the 
servant of Bani Shakir. Shawthab was a loyal man and his house was a 
hub for die Sliia in which they recited the virtues of the Holy 
Household (a). Abis said, "O' Shawthab, what would you like to do?" 
Shawthab replied, "I will fight by your side in defense of the son of the 
Messenger of God's (a) daughter until I am killed." 

‘Ult) A-P Glib ijla 

c- dla i IjA jls < lil A> -1 _j ( “1/^ *_—G- 1 \^" dJ-;- ■ 

.v_iLuuki-1 jA Ul j Aau j_J^” < a*Jc. jSju bo 

Q -.A t ^ 3 A.P bl b i^bAc' . Jbl3 ^—O^Aj 

•d** d^ f -A^ 


Abis said, "Just as expected from you! Go forth before Abu Abdullah 
(a) so that he may grieve for you just as he grieved for the others, and 
so that I may grieve for you as well. This is a day in which we do all we 
can to attain the rewards [of God Almighty], for there are no deeds 
after today - only judgment awaits." Shawthab stepped forward and 
said, "May the peace, mercy, and blessmgs of God be upon you. O' 
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Abu Abdullah (a). I leave you in God's care!" He fought until he was 
killed. 68 
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The Martyrdom of Abis ibn Shabeeb al- 
Shakiri 


j^olc- f-W* ^ 

j k_^jS i_i^ 3 < 4Ji\ Jut- \j\ \j ‘.^ ijlj j 

^ ^ali G1 a£* ^3.51 ^ _5 iw-o-\ ^ ^ C^ 1 3^^ 

j ^a* i\ £ xti! j oaSa L\ l) ( h iUc' ^*^LfcAxi\! i_^v!aa1 j l/ 0 d^ 1 

,^^£- <_a«- aJIj j<? .oLj! (3-Xto j ^J\-XA (3' 

Abis ibn Shabeeb al-Shakiri stepped forward and greeted al-Hussain 
(a). He said, "O' Abu Abdullah (a), by God night has not fell on anyone 
atop this earth - near of kin or not - more dear and beloved to me than 
you! If I were able to repel evil and death from you with anything more 
valuable than my life and blood, I surely would! Peace be upon you, O' 
Abu Abdullah. I witness that I am a follower of your guidance and the 
guidance of your father." He approached the enemy with his sword. 

<JjkL\ ii C-UhLi cJ3 Ss j --us f s >Llo olj ^3 :^r j, Jta 

V J,\ lift JlaA \jjt> £( ja;U\ 1^1 dlJis - j^U\ 

sL>\s>sX3 V\ ^ ^ ■(3^^'A 4*J\ 

.4jJj t _^ c ’ Jul j <o ytiui j 4Cj^ o\Ji (_£[_) Ijls 

Rabi' ibn Tameem said, "When I saw him coming, I recognized him; 
having seen him in battle fighting as the bravest of men. I said to the 
people, 'This is the valiant lion! This is Ibn Shabeeb! Let none of you 
fight him [alone].'" Abis cried out, "Are there no men amongst you 
who would fight man to man?" The enemies evaded him because of 
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what they knew of his braver)'. Omar ibn Saad said to them, 
"Overpower him with stones!" They pelted him with stones from every 
direction. Abis threw his shield and helmet and charged at them, 
repelling them away. 

A> tjp (Jt?) 


.4^1x9 \j\ :J i^jjj ^ 4_ou\j 3 iw^JiW ^{j* 


The narrator said, "By God, I saw him repelling more than two 
hundred men until they surrounded him from every direction and 
killed him. I saw his head passed about by soldiers, each crying, 'I killed 
him!'" 6y 
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Biographical Entry | Abis ibn Shabeeb al- 
Shakiri 

Vfok- WW " 1 ll-jljjl ^la; yj 

yo \y^ % yJ ol \j£~ j (JWj y 0 0^3 

’df 0 4^1c-) ij^ 3 aJo) jy' ^y 

Banu Shakir are a branch of Hamadan. Biographers say that Abis was 
a valiant leader, eloquent speaker, and dedicated worshipper. He was a 
notable Shia, and all the Banu Shakir were loyal to the Commander of 
die Faithful (a). Ali (a) said of them on the day of Siffin, 

J—*] iaj\ f 

If they numbered a thousand men, God would have been 
worshipped like He truly deserves. 

3 -(^r^ j^r*®) 3 ‘pfl 3- 3 jW" l_f \y ^3 

.A3 ^ 4^Ac3 (^3) J^ic- y t ^yy 

.4jwo j (0 V yO J3 ^ <4^1 

They were amongst the bravest and most valiant of the Arabs, earning 
the nickname ¥ tty an al-Sabah [i.e. the Men of Batde]. Abis was die 
messenger of Muslim ibn Aqeel [from KufaJ to al-Hussain (a) [in 
Mecca]. He was accompanied by his servant Shawthab who was 

martyred by his side.™ 
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The Martyrdom of Saad ibn Handhala al- 
Tameemi 

^ Js\S j J*- f [y* j “4ki>- v> cT° f 

1 hjJLi 

After [die martyrdom of Abis], Saad ibn Handhala al-Tameemi joined 
the battle, reciting [verses of encouragement to inspire himself and his 
companions]. He charged and fought valiantly until he was killed - may 
God bless his soul. 71 
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The Martyrdom of Omair ibn Abdullah al- 
Mithhiji 

1 3 y 3 ^ jt jy e - u '. ^ jy- f 

J iOil Jm>P j ^ 4 ]^ ( JJo- c lJo Jwu Vli3 

Then Omair ibn Abdullah al-Mithhiji stepped forward into the 
battlefield, [chanting verses that declare his bravery and taunt his 
enemies]. He continued to fight valiandy until he was killed by Muslim 
al-Dababi and Abdullah al-Bajali. 72 
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The Martyrdom of Abdulrahman al- 
Yazani 


jy f [yf-J y 3 ‘Jj^' -y y -y £>- f 

.(Uc 

Then Abdulrahman ibn Abdullah al-Yazani stepped forward, [reciting 
verses of his commitment to his cause]. He charged at the enemy and 
fought until he was killed - may God bless his soul . 71 
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The Martyrdom of Yahya ibn Saleem al- 
Mazini 


^ JsUs J*- f [>fj y> j ^ i> i^= ^ j* f 

Then Yahya ibn Saleem al-Mazini stepped forward, reciung (verses of 
poeu}' to taunt his enemies]. He charged at the enemy and fought until 
he was killed - may God bless his soul . 74 
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The Martyrdom of Qurra ibn Abu Qurra 
al-Ghafari 


J*- f [_#J y> j Li' js "j* Ja |r 

.(■ulc. 

Then Qurra ibn Abu Qurra al-Ghafari joined die batde, [announcing 
in verse his unwavering commitment to protect the family of the 
Prophet (s)]. He charged at the enemy and fought until he was killed - 
may God bless his soul . 75 
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The Martyrdom of a Man from Banu Asad 

(3 | 3 ' ‘<j JjV. 3 '] 3 -^A- tj>\ (j: j\> 

v u ^3 {(^*d>~d\ < 'dc-) £ju> <*9 oj^3° dy*® 
IjjiSsll \jjb Uj'd-o '3^ aS d^® Ju>j\ 3° *^b>-j ljJis*-j 
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< Us^b> j a£^* 1\ bxila 5 (a3&) ^ 3 ^ d^ jb 4 ** 

*dy^° 

Al-'Aryan ibn al-Haytham said, "My father would [spend some nights 
in the desert] and set his camp close to the area where al-Hussain's (a) 
batde took place. Whenever we did so, we would always find a man 
from Banu Asad there. My father said to him, 'I see that you are always 
in this place.’ He said, 'I have been told that Hussain (a) would be killed 
here, so I come to this place so that perhaps I may meet him and be 
killed with him.' When al-Hussain (a) was killed my father said, 'Let us 
go and see if al-Asadi is amongst those killed with al-Hussain (a)?' We 
came to the batdefield and walked through. We found al-Asadi 
amongst the dead." 

j .A»uujil\ 3 S’* 3-^ 3->^Vl 3 ^ - . 3 i ^sti j 

.Lu>ual y> j < Jjbl$3\ ^jS\ j. dlllo Ij-iLaU (j 

Perhaps dtis martyr is the same as Anas ibn al-Harith al-Kahili or al- 
Asadi, as the Banu Kahil are a branch of the Banu Asad. He is the same 
Anas ibn Kahil al-Asadi mentioned in Zijarat al-Nabijya al-Kiuqadasa. 
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In some sources, Malik ibn Anas al-Kahili is mentioned, which is a 
typographical error . 76 
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The Martyrdom of Anas ibn al-Harith al- 
Kahili 


3 ( J* 5 ) A) Ji ^3 

JJ- 5 < ^ c ') 0V““^ .li~*>- j \jJo Ajlo J>4^u j tAijJtf>- 
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Anas ibn al-Harith ibn Nabeeh al-Kahili was an elder companion who 
had seen the Prophet (s) and carried his traditions, witnessing the 
battles of Badr and Hunayn alongside the Prophet (s). He took 
permission from al-Hussain (a) and joined die batde with his turban 
wrapped around his abdomen [to support his back] and his eyebrows 
tied back with a band. When al-Hussain (a) saw him like this, he wept 
and said, 



L oLjuju 4ji\ 


May God reward your efforts, O' shay kb. 

j <^U-j ajlc e>j£ ( J^>- Jj’li Jjj. j ^ 

<ulc) 


He charged at the enemy and fought until he killed eighteen men 
despite his old age, before being slain before al-Hussain's (a) eyes . 77 
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Biographical Entry | Anas ibn al-Harith 
al-Kahili 
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Anas ibn al-Harith ibn Nabeeh ibn Kahil al-Asady. He was a 
companion who saw the Prophet (s) and heard his traditions. Among 
the traditions that he narrated is one tradition that many Shia and other 
scholars narrate through him. He said, "I heard die Messenger of God 
(s) say while al-Hussain (a) is in his lap, 

o^J, j) f\ Jof j* Jib \aa Jo\ j\ 

This son of mine will be killed in a land in the region of Iraq. 

Surely, whoever witnesses him [on that day] should support him. 

.4X0 Jx3 ^ ^ ^Jx]\ J 

When Anas witnessed al-Hussain on that day in Iraq, he supported him 
and was martyred alongside him. (This is mentioned by al-Jazari in Osod 
al-Ghaba, Ibn Hajar in al-Isaba, and numerous other authors.)™ 
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The Martyrdom of Amr ibn Muta’ al-Ju’fi 

is 9 ’ 1 3 1 y j * i/4-' 0 s ^ £>- f 

.(<aJc. dill o'y^j) f <"^Wj CxF^ 

Then Amr ibn Muta' al-Ju'fi joined the batde, chanting [verses 
declairing his intent to protect al-Hussain (a)]. He continued to fight 
until he killed thirty soldiers, then he was killed - may God bless his 
soul. 7 '' 
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The Martyrdom of Anees ibn Ma’qil al- 
Asbahi 


J>- l 3 f [ jfyJ J 4 - js ^ £3=- f 

d-^ ^ 3 ^ *djj u^d d^ l? 3- d^ 

.(aJc- Ail! 

Then Anees ibn Ma'qil al-Asbahi entered the battlefield. He cried out 
[verses in praise of al-Hussain (a) that announced his dedication to the 
protection of the Holy Household (a)]. He charged at the enemy and 
fought until he killed twenty some men [according to Ibn 
Shahrashoob] before he was killed - may God bless his soul - 1 " 1 
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The Martyrdom of al-Hajjaj ibn Masrouq 
al-Ju’fi 


aJc.) ^®d-\ JJ. £ 

A-lt) y>cJls 4^0 _j 

3^ JiU j py]\ (J& 3^" f [j^js] ‘ ijL^' 31 V* 3 

.(aJc 4jil o^y^j) 3^ £ ‘ >Wj _/-*£ 3^ ‘0^ ^*~* -LJ h 

Then al-Hajjaj ibn Masrouq al-Ju'fi, who was al-Hussain's (a) Mitasgiu, 
set out into battle. He had left Kufa for Mecca, where he joined al- 
Hussain (a) and came with him to Iraq. He [rushed into batde, chanting 
verses in praise of the Holy Household (a)]. He charged and fought 
like a man longing [for death]. He killed eighteen enemy men before 
he was killed - may God bless his soul . 81 


* A Mi<a%ti n 1S fln individual who recites the call to daily prayer at dawn, noon, and 
dusk. 
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Al-Hussain’s (a) companions Enter the 
Battle in Groups 


if <31 (f'^' a 3 t ) if if 3 

dje) j j jti-l 

. Oa^P jS' 3 1 |J Aiff 1 

When the remainder of al-Hussain's (a) companions saw the many 
casualties of dieir camp, they began to approach in groups of two, 
three, and four, and seek permission to fight in his defense and die 
defense of his family. [They would enter die batdefield in groups| and 
each would protect die other from the charges of their enemies . 82 



The Martyrdom of the Ghafari Brothers 


JuP U I; [ jjP' j'] ~ a (^-*““3^ Jt-fr j 4Ji\ \£* 0f\2- 

^3Jj j) ethjj 3^ <oLJi lijW Jki iJXJg dJil 

:Jl5 .(dLs- 

Then Abdullah and Abdulrahman, the sons of Urwa [or Uzra, as per 
some accounts] al-Ghafari, came to al-Hussain (a) and said, "Peace be 
upon you, O' Abu Abdullah. The people have grouped us with you, so 
we wish to be killed before you and in your defense." He said to them, 

' i3“* ^ 

Welcome! Come closer. 

•J 5 J»-Jsfo[ —] 3*^ J • 3*?- j 

The drew closer to him and began to to fight, while Abdulrahman 
recited [verses taunting his enemies]. They fought until they were 
killed. 83 
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The Martyrdom of the Jabiri Brothers 


j. xs- y. dUL j ‘2^ 0 s V “ J J^ i j- l* j ‘ j 

W 1-* J <[_/W |d J^i y“ ‘<J id^- 0 (jl <jliJib"' 

A^lc) Id d^ .jjL^A 1«^ 3 ub^ 3 f" 

Then two young men came to al-Hussain (a) crying. They were Saif ibn 
al-Harith ibn Saree 1 al-Jabiri and Malik ibn Abdullah ibn Saree' al-Jabixi 
[al-Khawarizmi says, "Banu Jabir are a branch of the Hamadan tribe"]. 
They were paternal cousins but brothers to the same mother [i.e. the 
father of one of them had married his brother's widow]. Al-Hussain 
(a) said to diem, 

d d! ^ ^ Id-dd u b 

AcLuU 

O’ sous of my brethren, why do you cty? By God, I only wish that 
you soon be well 

.il^y <. ddc- db b—bo 3 dMl bJuu>- ^lis 

id^ 3~^ > ^ 3 ‘d jj j 


They said, "May we be sacrificed for you! By God, we do not cry for 
ourselves, but rather for you. We see you surrounded but we cannot 
defend you." Al-Hussain (a) said. 


\5cLu^ j <dlb y> [\SCj3- d] fy\ ffi \» <&\ \£\y>- 

(^1)\ 


May God rewardyou, O' sons of my brethren, for your sadness at 
this situation and your [sacrifice ofyour lives] with the best oj 
rewards given to the pious. 


M2 



•ijlis (Jd-Uc’ ;Vl3 ^ La jJc..«\ ^ 

They stepped forward and said, "Peace be upon you, O' son of the 
Messenger of God (s)." He replied, 

."^t9 *^>^3 .All fcj, J <K£~J J j 

May God's peace, mercy, and blessings be with you as well. 

L yGs j> \lx& 23 2 ^ (3 j 

They fought until they were killed. Al-Khawarizmi gave this same 
account (v. 2 p. 23) in his Maqtal, but attributed it to the Ghafari 
brothers. 84 


133 



The Martyrdom of Junada ibn al-Harth al- 
Ansari 


j [jtf’jz] j O^M otap- eA*j yo f 

f y' ^_JJ t>l J 2 ^- 

Then Junada ibn al-Hardi al-Ansari stepped forward, reciting [verses 
in praise of his lineage]. He charged at the enemy and fought until he 
killed sixteen men [according to Ibn Shahrashoob] before he was killed 
- may God bless Iris soul. K5 
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The Martyrdom of Amr ibn Junada al- 
Ansari 


■ Ja J*- ^ >■ ( [ yfji] 3* 3 ^ f 

Then Amr ibn Junada joined the batde reciting verses [decking the 
wretchedness of his foes]. He charged at the enemy and fought until 
he was killed. 86 
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The Martyrdom of a Young Man 


jA \AA 3 A^*j) Jljjll JuP A— **J\ d*! 

,^p-\ Ail ^£, Jjj lj{ c3.}1a>- 


Perhaps Sayyid Abdulrazzaq al-Muqarram was mistaken when he 
considered this young man to be Amr ibn Junada al-Ansari, as most 
historical texts mention him in a seperate account indicating that this 
is an entirely different person. 

C? (V ^)\ J f. j^c- A~Jl AS j 

[■■■] 3 ®-*W a 5^*1\ 3 J^3 o\j\ :l82 

d Jj^i 9 q/jjl?^' 


Sayyid Abdulkarim al-Qazwini mentioned in Iris book al-Wutba'eq al- 
Rasmijya (p. 182) that this young man's father was Junada ibn Ka'b al- 
Khazraji. [...] Al-Khawarizmi mentions the following account in his 
Maqtal. 


'cIJIaS . Aa* aA j <a5^*1\ (3 &y} d * 9 o-tju 3 ® f 
>( Jas 1 :Jtas < J c> - a 3 i\ Jj~"j 3^ q £-*j 3. d^^* 9 

:Jls } < 3 Is aJp) 3 .J-l 


Then a young man whose father was killed in the battle set out to fight. 
His mother was with him [in al-Hussains (a) camp]. She had said to 
him, "My son, go out and fight before the son of the Messenger of 
God (s) until you are killed." He said "I will" and walked out to ask 
permission. Al-Hussain (a) refused to grant him leave to fight and said, 


i.v. 





•‘Y - 4y0 ' <J^ 3 “y^ J-* '-A^ j ^ 

This is a young man whose father was killed in the first wave and 
perhaps his mother may not want him to go out into battle. 

4jt) ju-ui-\ Jts (fi _j ,aJs\ 'Sy^j Jills 

The young man said, "My mother is the one who instructed me so, O' 
son of the Messenger of God (s)!" In an account mentioned in al- 
Nasikh, al-Hussain (a) says, 

\jj& (3 ^Jls lil j c J^S lj 

Young man, yourfather has been killed, so who will your mother 
find to protect her in this land if you were killed? 

o J>G> li ‘G'^Luu Jeud- l) idlJls j 4jf.l3- c ^"Ji 

ijl S3 JjIs j iwjLiJl jyp !lju\ f *Js tUll Jj~uj G-jj 

,ys^3^\ *3^“ ( 3 ^ ^ CY 1 1 _^ ^ ^ 

3* 3 jyp 

The young man wanted to return, but his mother came to him and 
said, "My son, would you choose your personal well-being rather than 
support teh son of the daughter of the Messenger of God (s)? Then I 
would never be please with you!" The young man set out for the 
batdefield while his mother was calling behind him, "Glad tidings, my 
son! You will soon be given a drink by the hand of the one standing at 
the Pond of Kawthar [in paradise]!" The young man joined die batde, 
calling, 

J!.^ ^3* J3j J 
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j dai y* <\1 Aj>\s\s j 

My master is Hussain (a), glory to such a master! 

The joy of the heart of the Warning Messenger (s) 

Ali (a) and Fatima (a) an his parents 

So do you know of anyone who would equal him? 

j (_5^ ~°jp \i ‘^ :4 cJlS j 1 As£> ^ 4~ u ^> 

u? j p^! (Js ^-U- j Asf- Zyf- CjSAs Colo J [...] .'Jte 


The young man was soon killed and his head was thrown back to al- 
Hussain's (a) camp. His mother took his head and wiped the blood off 
it, saying, "Well done, my son! [Well done], O’ apple of my eye and joy 
of my heart!" [...] She returned to the tent, took a pole, and charged at 
the enemy, chanting, 

Aa^£- aJL AsLJtSo Is! 


A&ys Aj^Jai 

1 am an elder woman, weak amongst women 

Barren, ailing and sickly 

But I will strike you a heavy s/ike 

In protection of the sons of the Noble Fatima (a) 

as^\ J! (p>U5' ‘ OiWj 


IW 



She struck and killed two men before al-Hussain (a) returned her to 
the tent and prayed for her. 87 
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Sayyid Muhsin al-Ameen f s Comment on 
the Martyrd Young Man 


o' j o*^' 3^ j 

t 0^**^*' ^ C ^ A? 

< uAli (_2 l^ « .- iaj . j i 4julio Ojld£ 43^»*A3 < (J^iiLo Ail ^ju 


The apex of nobility in spirit and true allegiance can be seen in this 
woman and her son. Her husband was killed as she looked on, but she 
still instructed her son to support al-Hussain (a). She knew he would 
be killed, but she lead him to his martyrdom with her own choice and 
volition. Her son obeyed her in this. He marched to his death without 
any fear or sorrow. 

o^c <tol .iJ^r aJc) ^ 

Ail lit?- .u-Ujj (^1 _} (_j oy\ L ji> IoAju « 

.i^jU^ll A*3 j ^1-13^1 A*S JtyT < a S ya j ^Aaf- 


Al-Hussain (a) grants him leave to sit the battle out for fear that his 
mother would not want him to fight after his father had been killed in 
battle. But the young man refused and said. My mother instructed me 
so!" Truely, it is a great status and a glorious stance, [in a circumstance 
where] others had slipped and their minds had lapsed. 
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The Martyrdom of Wadih al-Turki Servant 
of al-Harth al-Mithhiji 

j Ids?" I5y U'^lc. (^1 j) 

‘[y°j ^ j ^^3 n j j jj 

Adiif-1 J <cic) XS* ^jj\ oliili aJc) !ju*d-lj OIjClJ 

Jt oli- (j^) dl\ J^j j ye> j 

.SysliaJl d —^ 1? . !(_5-V»- 

Wadih was a young turkish man, a brave warrior, and a reciter [of the 
Holy Quran]. He was a servant of al-Harth al-Mithhiji al-Salmani. He 
made a valiant stand in the land of Karbala. When Wadih al-Turki was 
felled, he called al-Hussain (a) for help. Abu Abdullah (a) came to him 
and hugged him as he was taking Iris last breaths. Wadih said, "Who is 
like me when the son of the Messenger of God (a) has put his cheek 
on my cheek!" His holy soul then departed this world. 89 
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The Martyrdom of Abu Omar al-Nahshali 

dJp) :J\a < dy Ojk>- j 

J\ £>rj, jr t( ^iui5"v\ j»j5 Jc Jk^ ^ ^ Jj'W >W-J C-jJ/ 

:\jl\ja3 ^ \AA y ;^sla9 [...] j^~ju y A^ic-) 
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Mahran die Servant of Banu Kahil said, "I witnessed Karbala alongside 
al-Hussain (a) and saw a man fighting valiantly. Whenever he charged 
at the enemy, he repelled them. Then he would return to al-Hussain 
(a), reciting [verses of encouragement and praise]. I asked, ’Who is this 
man? 1 They said, 'Abu Omar al-Nahhshali' or 'al-Khath'ami.' Then 
Amir ibn Nahshal fought him, killed him, and severed his head. Abu 
Omar used to spend die nights in worship and continuous prayers. 
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The Martyrdom of Aslam al-Turki the 
Servant of al-Hussain (a) 


yasd d Ai\ (‘W.- l J' jLf-l) (j jc«V\ ^ 

1 y (^^UJ\ ^K"^ 

J 1 ^A>-| ol3j Jju 
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[Al-Allama al-Ameen mentions inA'jan al-Shia that he read in some of 
the biographical books to a contemporary scholar that al-Hussain (a) 
had a servant names Aslam ibn Amr. He had bought him after the 
martyrdom of his brother al-Hassan (a) and gifted him to his son Ali 
ibn al-Hussain (a). His father, Amr, was turkish. Aslam was also a 
scribe for al-Hussain (a) in some instances. When al-Hussain (a) left 
Medina towards Mecca, Aslam accompanied him and was with him 
until they reached Karbala. On the tenth of Muharram when the batde 
commenced, Aslam sought permission to fight.] 

i jl '/& dd 4 j* Sj (*^ jrj>- j 

dd <31 j d^'^i JA ‘UK"j \sj\c, 

aJc) ‘ L?*~ c 'iU-j [ y^,\ 

Jo) aA' <A> ^ ^ ^ JfJ J ‘S± (f^Ul 
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A turkish servant of al-Hussain (a) set out for battle, and he was a 
reciter of the Quran, had knowledge of the Arabic language, and was 
also a scribe. He fought as he recited [verses taunting his enemies]. He 
killed seventy men [according to Ibn Shahrashoob] before he was 
surrounded and felled. Al-Hussain (a) came to him, wept, and placed 
his cheek over Aslam's cheek. Aslam opened his eyes and saw al- 
Hussain (a). He smiled and his soul departed this world to the next. 91 
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The Martyrdom of Malik ibn Thawdan 


.(<uic (J'S- [jfjz yt>j)] jbji j, dlSU j ,j{ jr 

Then Malik ibn Thawdan joined the batde, reciting [verses that 
declared his might and his intent to protect the family of the Prophet 
(s)]. He fought until he was killed, may God bless his soul . 92 
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The Martyrdom of Ibrahim ibn al- 
Hossayn al-Asadi 

jA J'} J^t — ] J?jt 5* _J (SXJ^\ jvai-' ^ jji J 

.(aJc. j \y3j) Jp- j[...] S k>j 

Ibrahim ibn al-Hossayn set out for the battlefield, [taunting his 
enemies with a poetic battle cry'). He lulled eighty four men [according 
to Ibn Shahrashoob] and began to recite [verses of poetry in praise of 
al-Hussain (a) and Inis noble lineage]. He fought until he was killed - 
may God bless his soul .‘ ;3 
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The Martyrdom of Sawwar al-Fahmi al- 
Hamadani 


f jo~ via j, U- cp A? o'- 3 

^Jb j c4*oj3 <U3 j < 4i>3 Jju^u iljls c j 

.(awI ^j) < iJi H/?" 

Sawwar ibn Abu Omair, a descendent of Fahm ibnjabir al-Hamadani, 
joined the battle and fought until he was overburdened by his wounds 
and taken as a captive. Omar ibn Saad wanted to kill him, but his kin 
interceded for him. He remained with diem a wounded prisoner until 
he died after six mondis - may God bless his soul . 94 
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The Martyrdom of Saad ibn al-Harith and 
his Brother Abu al-Hutuf 


(_)f ‘ Xxj y yp y^>- j t j (^LJ\ xjc) 

.'^3 ^j\5 j c,jp*d-l *\j£-\ 

Saad ibn al-Hatith al-Ansan and his brother Abu al-Hutuf heard the 
calls of al-Hussain (a) for aid and support while they were in the army 
of Omar ibn Saad. They took their swords and charged at the enemies 
of al-Hussain (a), and fought until they were killed. 

£> ^AU pi ja j :(p:>.jjll jJ\jJ-\) pi^ j jjA j, xjf Ji3 

jj -U~u Oji-'l _J (3jLaiV\ Ojd-i pit) ^ud-i 
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Hameed ibn Ahmad writes in al-Hada'eq at-Wardiyya'. And amongst 
those killed with al-Hussain (a) in the Batde of Karbala were Abu al- 
Hutuf al-Ansari and his brother Saad ibn al-Harth. They were 
Kharijites who had joined Omar ibn Saad to fight against al-Hussain 
(a). On the tenth day of Muharram when all the companions of al- 
Hussain (a) had been killed and none remained with him but Sowaid 
ibn Amr ibn Abu Muta 1 al-Khath’ami and Basheer ibn Amr al- 
Hadrami, al-Hussain (a) began to call. 


14H 
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*W 

Is there no supporter who would support us? Is there no protector 
who would protect the sanctity [of the family and women] of the 
Messenger of God (s)? 

JlikVl J *Ui\ <Zj\y&\ y \ 0j>-! 2 <L>y>. 

:Vl5 ^oy>- j{*j y^ _j Jj-^ ^ 
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The women and children heard al-Hussain's (a) cries and their voices 
rose in mourning and weeping. When Saad ibn al-Harth and his 
brother Abu al-Hutuf heard the voices of die women and children 
from the family of the Messenger (s) - it was after the noon prayers as 
they were in the heat of batde - they said, "We are of God [and to Him 
we shall return]! There is no judgment except by God! We shall not 
obey anyone who disobeys Him! This is al-Hussain (a), the son of the 
daughter of our Prophet Muhammad (s), and we hope to gain the 
intercession of his grandfadier on the Day of Resurrection. How can 
we fight him while he is in this state, having no supporter or aid?" 


^*3- < 4^-4 _j Jc. <»Jc) J^J-\ (Jju ju 

^ u ^ 3 it^^W fj!i' j* its ,4i. i,j 
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They charged before al-Hussain (a) against the enemies of God and his 
enemies. The fought dose to him, killing many enemy soldiers and 
wounding others. They were killed togedier in one spot - may God 
bless their souls . J5 
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The Martyrdom of Sowaid ibn Amr ibn 
Abu Muta’ al-Khath’ami 




j) 4i>- ^ AJw>5wj (J^oWlS < <de>- J»s>-^3 c(^"^U\ <cit) 

4^3 .o^Isas 4J1C i y£>»~ j[...] j j^Ias ((A»-\ j5 


0* d^ O* -^-3^ 3 '<S^ O'- ^O 3 l£^' O- °3J* 
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As for Sowaid ibn Abi al-Muta 1 , he had been felled and left wounded 
amongst die dead. When al-Hussain (a) was killed and he heard the 
enemy cry out the news, he reached into his satchel and grabbed a knife 
[his sword had been taken]. He stood and fought die enemy for some 
time, reciting [verses in praise of al-Hussain (a) and his noble lineage]. 
The enemy charged at him and finished him off. He was killed by Urwa 
ibn Bitan al-Tha'labi and Zaid ibn Raqqad al-Jubni. Sowaid was the last 
martyr of the companions of al-Hussain (a). 

4-k) 0Jr~^ £ t/- O* *■' :255 j* 6 ^ (eJjjiail gjt) j j 
•<^rM j 3±j 3 (jjhiil Cr- 6 3^ 4^3 i A d& s \ ( r ^u\ 

Al-Tabari says in his Tareekb al-Rjistilwa al-Muluk (v. 6 p. 255), "He was 
the last companion to remain with al-Hussain (a). He was killed bv 
Urwa ibn Battar al-Taghlibi and Zayd ibn Ruqad al-Jubni." y6 
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Every Individual Killed in the Way of God 
is a Martyr 

aJc) &v*2*z*i 


One by one, the companions would come to al-Hussain (a) and say, 
"Peace be upon you, O' son of the Messenger of God (s)." He would 
reply, 


ilr° i ^ tfds If _j t ^^J\ oUt j 

[23 j&k 


Peace be uponyou. We will soon follow you. 'There are some among 
them who have fulfilled their pledge, and some oj them who still 
wait' (The Holy Quran 33:25). 

^ ^ 5 ‘(pd^ ^ f if Jh*' -d^y 3 id*^ f 

Jy t if^d' ^-^ a> j dy.) d*^ ^ ‘d^) 

Jls .d*5 j[ _j d^y d td^ ^y° j 


:JU: 


Each would charge at the enemy and fight until he is killed. Ever)' 
single one of the companions was killed - may God bless their souls - 
and no one remained with al-Hussain (a) but his family members. Al- 
Khawarizmi says: This is how a believer should be; preferring his faith 
over his material gains and his death over his life, all for the sake of 
God. He should support the truth, even if he is to be killed. God 

Almighty says, 
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•[169 : ol^ JH bk Ji 

Do not suppose those who were slain in the way of God to be dead; 
no, they are living and providedfor near their Lord. 

*( J ^ _J < S^ C ’ ^ ( jv^ J 

The Prophet (s) said, 

Hw/y individual killed in the way of God is a martyr. 

jvjj j «ai (^ W “ IJ j ’■—*^3 ^ _J 
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Wlien the Messenger of God (s) stood over die martyrs of Uhud, and 
amongst them was Hamza ibn Abdulmuttalib, he said, 

_} p>_ ‘pr^. ‘p^' ^ 

_j pj]\ (pita j <*■ 

.CJLAI 


/ tf/W //><? witness over these people. Wrap them in their [bloodied 
garments]. They will be revived on the Da)' of Kesinrection with 
their wounds pouring and their [severed] veins streaming with 
blood. It j color will be the color of blood, but its odor will be the 
aroma of musk . 97 
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The Martyrdom of Ahlulbayt 
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The Martyrs of the Holy Household 
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When the companions of Al-Hussain (a) were slain, none but his 
household remained. They were tire sons of Ali [ibn abi Talib] (a), the 
sons of Jafar [ibn Abi Talib], the sons of Aqil [ibn Abi Talib], the sons 
of Al-Hassan [ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib] (a), and his own [Imam Hussain's 
(a)] sons. They numbered 17 individuals, as is most widely believed. 
They gathered and said their farewells, preparing themselves for 
battle.^ 8 
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Ali Al-Akbar (a) Sets Out for the 
Battlefield 


t Aib aJc-) ^ ^ ^ _J 

JA J_j\ J .\jax> jrOjJ ^ox> J^sl J t AX;\ j y j 

Ails Ai-~u J ^““' u *1/^* J aJc) _/Vl dl 

^ ^ e_^« (j^\ clu> Axil J ,Jb 33 Ai-** ^L*_i 11 (_j -4_j 


When none remained alongside Al-Hussain (a) but his household, they 
were determined to meet their deaths with great resolve, faithfulness 
despite adversity, and unwavering character. They came together to say 
their final farewells. The first of them to step forward was Ali Al-Akbar 
who was 27 years old (born on 11 Sha'ban, 33 AH). His mother was 
Layla bint Abi Murra ibn Orwa ibn Masood Al-Thaqafi." 
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Layla Prays for Her Son Ali Al-Akbar 

c 

(J! 4Jt) J^ jjt xs- Ju^Jl Jla 

<j&) jju^i Ai>-j jm aJ\ 13® {j. j £ “*31 ji^i 

aJc) Jl3 !5 t-ijjp 1 Si JJ i^£x~*u I; :JJ ^ vlJliis c(j»*^L*J\ 

:(j»^.LJ\ 

When Ali Al-Akbar stepped forward unto the battlefield, Bakr ibn 
Ghanim rushed towards him. When diat cursed stepped forward, Al- 
Hussain's (a) face changed [in fear for his son]. [Ali Al-Akbar's] mother 
Layla asked, "O master, has anything happened to him?" [Imam 
Hussain (a)] replied, 

(jls < 4 ] ^ols ‘ajp <Ua ejU-\ ja ^p- JJ jS3 j t JJ \i V 

J 4j^ J aJp ail ail Ss 

, «ljbJ^ l3 ^*i!l frlcO ^1» 

No, O' Layla, but a man has charged towards him and I fear [for 
my son] from him. Go pray for [Ali], for I have heard the 
Messenger of God (s) say, 'The prayer of the mother for her son is 
answered.' 

J 3 ) -lSP" (-5.P - O*' i3i ‘ '-~ a ^ 3 ‘ ^ '^ p - > 3 W*"\) CStj£ 

2 tjyjl -Jju. if '-djfc- J^ «“**->. Jj \i '3^ JJ (jp 

Jl jJ 3 ** (3! da^W z\j l j yt>J\ J 4cU. 

.^J _5 3^ Jt jo»l tail .up J\ ^J\ < 4 j li \ 

She uncovered her head, prayed for him, and cursed Bakr until [Ali Al- 
Ak bar was victorious and returned to the camp]. In one narration it is 



mentioned that she prayed with the following supplication, "O' You 
who returned Joseph to Jacob after their: separation, and made [Jacob] 
ever joyous thereafter! O' You who returned Ishmael to Hagar! My 
Lord, by the thirst of Abu Abdillah (a)! My Lord, by the forsakenness 
of Abu Abdillah (a)! Grant me the return of my son!" lu0 
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The Martyrdom of Ali Al-Akbar 


<uuf- j aJ\ .aS jils cJU ^ ol\ jib— uls 

•d^ _j “^AjL—« ^ 


[Ali Al-Akbar] took permission from his father to set out for battle and 
he was granted permission. [Imam Hussain (a)] looked at him with 
desperadon and began to cry. He raised his index finger to the sky and 
said. 


j laL> jjJJl 4—Ju\ pdi jji ^ 

\i\ j u _j _j ^dc dji ^ vid y^ji lda~o j lab- 

OISj, j^aJLols . 4j?y di Ijjiaj (di 

*■ 

£\)o j ^y <*&}* 3 f&y* ol 3 ‘uAd' 






My God, be witness to [their deeds], for a young man has come 
forward to them who is most like Your Messenger Muhammad (s) 
in his countenance, morals, and demeanor. Whenever we missed 
the countenance of Your Messenger (s), we would look towards 
[Ali Al-Akbar], My God, deprive them of the blessings of the 
earth, and afteryou have deprived them so divide them into [actions, 
tear them apart, make them into various sects, and do not ever let 
their governors be pleased with them! They invited us with the 
promise that they would aid us, but they have turned against us, 
fighting and killing us! 
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Al-Hussain (a) then cried out to Omar ibn Saad, 

—Vc- AaLju j tJ&jA (3 dll -ilji ^ j i Jhf'j tdll dill 

if" l 3 (jf~3 ^- A ^ a3 ‘did \J> ^ dUih 

. j 4 ]^ j aJc tOi 1 ) Alii 

What is wrong with you? May God sever your lineage and never 
bless you in any matter! [May God] empower over you one who 
would slay you on you bed! This is just as you have severed my 
lineage and did not respect my kinship to the Messenger of God 
(s). 


\\} J a^ £j f 


He then raised his voice in recitadon, 

c { ft fjT: 3' 3 5 3 3 4ii\ y\ 

[34 -33 :j\y- J] ^ &\ 3 ‘j* ZQ 


Indeed God chose Adam and Noah, and the progeny of Abraham 
and the progeny of Imran above all the nations; some of them are 
descendants of the others, and God is all-hearing, all-knowing. 
(The holy Quran, 3:33-34) 


:Jyj y> j aJc) y. fjc, J j- £ 


All Al-Akbar then charged while reciting in verse, 

J f ajj\ dUxt j l ^ ir- O ^ 

jh, * * * 1 /^ 3 ' W* ^ <ui\ j 

yfc "At 0 * * 
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I am Ali ibn Al-Hussain ibn Ali (a) 

We are, by the House of God, more worthy of the Prophet [and 
his example] 

By God, the son of the imposter will not rule over us 
l will stab you with the spear until it breaks 
I will strike you with the sword until it bends 
The strikes of a young Hashemite, Alid man. 

T\ja aJc.) ji^\ Jc. JG"j 

As*- yj li, ;(aSLuJ 1 AjuojJl) ffj [■••] Aala*« ^y> IsO^sl 

**^ _j t I a! j ( aS^>- 

j * 1 L> J Jj, ^3 :J \5 .S$\f j AjUs» U { j^} Ails cjlill 

• 3^ 3 ‘p^ 3 [f3 f fs^ ‘S' 


Ali Al-Akbar was a reflection of prophetic beauty, an example of [t 
Prophet's (s) teachings in] high morals, and a likeness of the [Prophet 
(s)] eloquent speech. [...] In Al-Dam'a Al-Sakiba [by Al-Waheed Al- 
Behbahani] it says: When Ali Al-Akbar head towards battle, the women 
gathered around him in a circle and said, “Have mercy on our 
forsakenness and do not rush to battle, for we do not have the power 
to overcome your loss.” He continued to ask for permission from his 
father until he was granted permission. He bade farewell to Iris father 
and the women and headed towards die batdeficld. 


Jp Ail i£jj ‘rr* 0-° kjS3\ JaI £=> J;\i k 

a \J\ J J *^) cxA' ^ J! J-J f ,%J 120 j* 

^ eJ i ; jia 
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aJc-) Si* ” ^ ‘ ^ 0* hr 1 <JI J*s 

:Jk j ( f ^Ul 

He continued to fight until the Kufans became distraught by the 
amount of them he had killed. It is even narrated that he had killed, 
despite his thirst, 120 men. He then returned to his father, having been 
severely injured, and said, “O' father, thirst is killin g me and the weight 
of iron has tired me. Is there means by which I can get a sip of water 
to strengthen me against my enemies?” Al-Hussain (a) wept and said, 

‘^ o' S' j tJ* ck j ^ 

'^ 3 ^- ^ (nr j 

My son, it saddens Muhammad (s), Ali (a), and yourfather that 
you call them but they do not answer you and that you pleadfor 
their aid but they do not aid you. [...] 

a! JU J AxU aJ! £0 J 

[Imam Hussain (a)] then gave him his ring and said, 

.U\ bsjuu loiaj V 

Put this ring in your mouth and return to battle against your 
enemy. Surely, I hope that night does not fall before your 
grandfather gives you out of his overflowing cup a drink after which 
you will never thirst. 

hAZj? Ci yf* A '■**“ 4 C-A' jjjt J 

} [ M> ] JA. Wj ^ ol %> - ^ ^ C U oU- gi 
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J y*j ^1/ ji CA .i jli t ^J\ j^y j\ Sij, 

■kJ'S vl)' 


Al-Muqarram also wrote in Ins Maqtd. Because Layla, Ali Al-Akbar’s 
mother, was the daughter of Maymouna bint Abi Sufyan, a man called 
out, “O’ Ali, you have a blood relation to the Prince of the Believers 
[Yazid], and we wish to respect that blood relation. If you wish, we will 
grant you sanctuary!” He replied, “Surely, the blood relation to the 
Messenger of God (s) is more worthy of being respected.” 


_}) (jp* _j[••*] iJl O'- 

<«u obi Ji>3l ji AA* ^ ly> Jlli :ajLj <3 

9 ^ C 1^9 Ij J* ( S >) V f j 

oyhat tOjJtC- 

•U U 


He then remrned to batde. [...] He continued to fight until he killed 
an even 200. [One narration states diat Murra ibn Munqith Al-Abdi 
said, 'May I bear all the sins of the Arabs if I do not bereave his father 
by killing him.' He then struck [Ali Al-Akbar] with a spear in his back.] 
Then Murra struck him on die top of his head, felling him. Men 
condnued to strike him with their swords, so he held on to [the neck 
of] the horse which carried him into the enemy camp. They tore him 
to pieces with their swords. 

Ss dill l'A a ! oli; \ b :aj yo ^c.b 3-^ A-jA> 

jls <tM' Jyi y> j AjJ\ U_uj Um V Jj\|] oJ€i_ jlL* 

<Ac) ^Us .Sjjs-i. L-VvlJU 


165 



When his soul was about to leave his body he called at the top of his 
voice, “O' father, here is my grandfather, the Messenger of God (s), 
giving me a drink out of his overflowing cup, after which I shall never 
thirst. He says to you, ‘Make haste, for there is a cup waiting for you.”’ 
Al-Hussain (a) called out, 

lei by *dll Jxs 

.lisjl Lojjl ‘‘■till 


May God kill a people which have killed you, my son. What 
audacity do they have against God in desecrating the sanctity of the 
Messenger of God (s)! The world mayjust as well end after you! 


('fcjlyil (j j (!& ^ <Sc,) j\ (jjj j 

^ c- ) j ‘,3 a j j i_ii b ‘ub) ji 

j < Si {jf ®bl b !(Jls j tO\ 4s>-j (3 

5 ^4-' (Ji ffyfS. j* fy Ss *111 Iaaj judl j^-\ 

p la n ’l l j JC, ^ 0^- ‘ 1 ®»1^* *■"byjli 


It is narrated that Al-Hussain (a) wept heavily for his loss. In Nasikb 
Al-Tawareekb it is relayed that Al-Hussain (a) reached his son while he 
still had a breath in him. Ali [Al-Akbar] opened his eyes and said, 
"Father, I see the doors of the heavens open and the servants of 
heaven are descending widi cups of water, calling me to paradise. I ask 
you to instruct die women not to scratch their faces in mourning me." 
He then became still and his voice became quiet. 

Jc) jlM J \\-iSS- y\ J& ‘137 ^U\) J ^ 

«»\»bS if f-d' 5 l0 -f 4 ^ o^j (fbUll 
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\nAI- Fuji’a A I- '0 thma Abu Mikhnaf writes: Al-Hussain (a) put his son's 
head on his lap and wiped the blood off his mouth. He would kiss him 
and say, 

j l* <-l]^Su3 Uj3 l) 

My son, may God curse a people who would kill you. What 
audacity do they have against God and His Messenger (s)l 

j iMp i—j 


His eyes drowned in tears as he said, 

Oj j Ljull lA Yas < i> v—■>! bl 

.dl diyl <qJ\ U j cilj.1 J»> j ‘ jUj j pjj 

My son,you have gained comfort from the troubles and tribulations 
of the world, and have reached a place of ease and abundance. Your 
father remains, but will surely follow you soon. 


yf^ (_J^3 j ,f.Lwud\ yt^f^aC3 c aJc) 

<cit) 


Al-Hussain (a) would take deep, heavy breaths. In Al-Muntakhab : Al- 
Hussain (a) cried at the top of his voice and the women began to weep. 
He said to them, 

■ ifjA X)\ jls 

Settle down, there will be much weeping ahead. 101 
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Lady Zaynab Mourns Ali Al-Akbar 


_j 3 ^r“-° s-djj j' c£jj j 

dl • ^** v0 ^13 . 

jy S ! o\.}\^3 OjX !oL^ IJ (3r^^ (_£3lx> t 4 a]IL? 

0*U jr .(^Ul | ct; L) C-ii t-Juj ^ : J^lia <1^ cJL*i UU-t 

IftOj j IkXo (J^s- (^"^LJl A^lt) l^J\ f,lj- .‘^ic i_^cl 

:JIa3 {<cj\ di 4jl~*s ■■ " ifl '' 


It is narrated that Zaynab came out in a rush, warning of ill-fate and 
destruction and calling "O' my beloved [nephew]." Hameed ibn 
Muslim said, "I saw a woman rushing out. She appeared like the rising 
sun and was warning of ill-fate and destruedon while calling, 'O' my 
beloved [nephew]! O' apple of my heart! O' light of my eye!' I asked 
about her and was told, 'She is Zaynab bint Ali (a).' She continued until 
she collapsed beside him. Al-Hussain (a) then came to her, took her by 
the hand, and returned her to die tent. He came back to his son along 
with the young men from his camp and said, 

.^U-l 


Cany your bivther. 

^ J .<U>lol iAia—flM XS’ eyjpj JA Ojbi 

<dc) i3 3 ‘^53 (l?j^ 0-*^') (j 

They carried hrm back and placed him before the tent [...]." Al-Mayaniji 
wrote in al-Oyoon alMbrcr. And in the visitation narrated from Al-Sad^ 

(a), 
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fr «■ * 

g?' j 3 t (J s r Jf If 0 * ^J\ 3 cS\ Jb 

J ^ i <glc X*5i\ (J^ 5 ) (jd\ (jl] <0il Jl 4 j J^U ^jJlo 

tS^i J lS-^A oti J j ‘[(j^-" 

£?-j? ^ jUf'l (_^i vi^O t&j." c “^A-9 dLlc \jsjy£ coLlc 


9^3 j iji^j 1 V J , o^laS <C^o 


May my father and mother be sacrificedfor you, O' you who were 
slaughtered without a crime. May my father and mother be 
sacrificed for you, O' you whose blood was raised to God's Reloved 
[Prophet (s)]. May my father and mother be sacrificedfor you, O' 
you who laid at his father's hands, grieving and weeping over you 
while his heart burns for you. Pie would raise your blood in his 
hands to the highest of the heavens and not a drop of it would 
return, while his heavy breaths never calm. 102 
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Biographical Entry | Ali al-Akbar 


( r ^j\ &ja a 3 \ J\ a ( ji%) vji, j <V> J4 ii 0 r 

j ‘OLr**^) i3 0^ <-Sjj .5 *(^j^ 3^“^) e bj i) 6 

aJp) ,jupL\ ju>\ eA>- olij a*j a]j 4j\ :(jLijVl) Juil\ 

°jj s ' ir- °y *S} ^ ^ •(J%' j j) ju^J 

(j^ - J ^ '■^i ((j^) c/“ J AjJL^O J, 

t(^^>LJ\ aJp) CoJl Ja\ >_ alal \ ^jj J,J^. :; . ^ . J.1 (^LJl aJg) 

3 ^ ^ 3 18 3 19 j 25 J.9 j 27 Ji j 

j Ap _j Ail\ j l«i»- 

_J J J ^ _} «*Lu$Jl i^Us^l A^aJM AjLi Ail JjV c(^-“ 

4^ 3 A ^ £ ' ( - j w-: ’) °J^ axaL-^u Lola .(^"iL^Jl p^Jc’l 

»A^; 4X*L —i l«\ J .A3^U-\ J AaL>- J _J A^s*^)^ ^13 (^u J 

AjA^ 4XaL_*p l«l j A^*a*j j A^pIa*" ^ Aiu5^^ jis aJc) Jp 

(_^U Ifij^" j il i AjL»- oA/o ^3 l^Jp) A^Ui U 

_j 4^-li AJ3 (^LJl aJc) i-l 'Uu AiAL^i Ul j .AJL~u S^JLp 

Jis aJc) 4-jI AiftU-i lo^' J -by (j^A 

C^\ Ja> f l JA JJ. y> Jj' *\ ^ j A! J ‘p^' J 

^ [(Jjlc vi/^] p^' Vj^i d'j ^ 3 if,S ^S \pi jAiy\ 

.(aJc a« 1 o'y=j) 


Ali ibn al-Hussain ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib, given the kunya of Abu al- 
Hassan, was nicknamed al-Akbar because he was die eldest of Imam 
Hussain's (a) sons. There is much discrepancy in regards to his age, but 
die most accurate accounts say that he was 27 years old during the 
Batde of Karbala. His mother is Layla bint Abi Murra ibn Orwa ibn 
Masood al-Thaqafi, and her mother was Maymouni bint Abi Sufyan. 
Ali al-Akbar was die first of the Hashemite martyrs in the Batde of 
Karbala. His traits were said to be very similar to the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad (s). Rather, it is said that he bore die traits of the five 
Immaculate Ab/ al-Kisa'. He resembled the great-grandfather the Holy 
Prophet (s) in his speech and demeanor. He resembled his grandfather 
Imam Ali (a) in his kunya, as well as in his courage and pride. He was 
like his grandmother Lady Fadma (a) in his death at a young age - Lady 
Fatima (a) had passed away at die age of 18. He resembled his uncle 
Imam Hassan (a) in his splendor and stature. He bore the honor and 
determinadon of his fadier Imam Hussain (a), and the height of diat 
honor and determinadon came on the day of Asliura when he was die 
first of the Hashcmites to be martyred in die batde. 1 " 1 
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How old was All Al-Akbar? 


J* 11 d «dj :1 54 j^') j Jk 

Oja CJt> A«l .^jloP Aa'iU- (3 (Ax~-iil 3 ^ 

A3L~u (3 :(^o^!\ ( j*J!j) i_-0-lu3 Jli .^ 

(,3*^ •^~-- u 19 Aj ^jl lAjtll ^-d\ (JlS j .Ai_^ 18 Aj\ 

.(^^LwJ\ A-ic) A*s-1 {j° j*~&\ _jA jjSC 

Al-Mavaniji writes in Al-Oyoon Al-Abra (p. 154), "He was born on the 
11th of Sha'ban, and it is said in A/iees Al-Shia that it was in die 
beginnings of the caliphate of Othman. His mother is Layla bint Abi 
Murra ibn Orwa ibn Masood Al-ThaqaB." The author of Nafs AI- 
Mahmoom wrote, "There is great discrepancy with respect to his 
honorable age. Muhammad ibn Shahrashoob and Muhammad ibn Abi 
Talib Al-Musawi said that he was 18 years of age. Al-Shaykh Al- 
Mufeed said that he was 19 years of age. This would mean that he was 
younger than his brother Zayn Al-Abidin (a). 

(Jls J \ ^Sb \AA j jSb < Al-»*> 25 Aj\ (3*^ J 

Sy J£ _j jlj I y) ^<3 o'jJ' 

i^-lL j .ax-* 27 ^ 4^ <-* 33 

23 OilaJl pj 4 -do) ■ 5 ^' r U ^ j* ^ 1 


It is also said that he was 25 years of age, which would make him the 
eldest. That opinion is die more accurate and widespread." Sayy id 
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Abdulrazzaq Al-Muqarram wrote in his book Ali Al-Akbar, "Ali Al- 
Akbar, known as Abu Al-Hassan, was born around the year 33 AH. 
He was about 27 years of age on the day of [Ashura]. He is given the 
tide 'Al-Akbar' because he was older than Imam Sajjad (a) who was 23 
years of age on the day of [Ashura]." 

*> 

La O-ijjJ J 1 (j&\ fc 4jl Ijift J 

Ail) ^jti _} j 

4 ^ t ) <>-^1 j-j y> j < J: ^ J* 

And this opinion (that he was the eldest) is perhaps the most accurate, 
and is supported by what is relayed in Tareekh Al-Yaqoubi, Ma'ariJ ibn 
Qutayba , and Tareekh ibn Kbalkan - diat Al-Hussain (a) did not have any 
living descendants except through the younger Ali ibn Al-Hussain, 
who is known as Zayn Al-Abidin (a). 104 




The Martyrdom of Abdullah ibn Muslim 
ibn Aqeel 


4»o\ j ^ 0^ ff ■JuP j|^j j 

°bj9 JWj [■•■] letc^) ^ Cat 


^£< o»Xi ^ f t p ^ «**l [ j ^ 

{j^ 1 »*^ Ia^o-»>a 3 jjj j AjS' pfl-dl t_jly»l9 c ‘USi 4£yj- 

.a1^3 <uU ^t-o^b CUlo <ji j^— 1 «l ^ 


Abdullah ibn Muslim ibn Aqeel, whose mother was Ruqaya bint Ali 
(a), set out for the battlefield [...]. He killed three men but then was 
struck by the arrow of Amr ibn Subayh al-Saydawi. Abdullah lifted his 
hand to his forehead to guard against the arrow, but it pierced through 
his palm and reached his forehead. His hand was pinned to his 
forehead and he could not move it. Osaid ibn Malik then struck him 
with a spear in his chest, killing him. 


: JA ,y. y> (A—* j- ^ cM 5 o! (Ji 5 j) 

^lia^ol l? { <Cy>- (3 G-Yils j pg-^J 

<bj)_u_vu] j p^i p4^\ :4 Vj (Jf 3 • A; V?" if ^ j*l 

C~cys tCZ* y> j j ‘ yd p$~«} sUj f \£> p^ixsVa 

•JvaJl JL _J ■c t o- y^A y 2 ^' Jj' (i j> ‘ *ij=r y 


It is also said that the killer of AbduUah ibn Muslim was Yazid ibn al- 
Raqqad al-Juhani. [Yazid] would say, "I shot him with an arrow while 
his hand was in front of his forehead guarding against the arrows. I 
pinned his hand to his forehead so that he could not move it. He Said 
when I shot him so, ’O' God, they have isolated and subdued us , So 
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kill them just as they lolled usP [Yazid] then struck him with another 
arrow and would say afterwards, "1 came to him after he had died and 
removed my arrow from his body. I continued to tug at the other arrow 
to remove it from his forehead until it separated and the arrowhead 
remained." 1,15 
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Biographical Entry | Ruqaya bint Ali ibn 
Abi Talib (a) 

ja\ CJ^ ^ ^a c {j*. 

^ oXb <a3j qj ^ j o^L>Vl bbjijis (^^LJl 

^ 4^i\ xs* ,^13 jj j .Lie j 4)i\ jup i^S 0-\l a*Ac-) 

-X*J ^ p,LfcJ ^ j aJc*) ^w«-4 

j' 

One of the wives of Imam Ali (a) was Al-Sahba 1 Al-Taghlibtyya, also 
known as Umm Habib. She gave birth to twins - Omar and Ruqaya. 
Ruqaya was wed to Muslim ibn Aqeel and bore him two sons by the 
names Abdullah and Alt. Her son Abdullah was martyred in the Battle 
of Karbala and she was amongst die women taken captive by the 
Umayyad army. 1116 
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The Martyrdom of Muhammad ibn 
Muslim ibn Aqeel 


Jo- Jj'ta Ait) qJlis <J\ J. Jis- j, j, jj- j 

l> (j. j cS- 3 jV\ ^jr y} .Ji 

Then Muhammad ibn Muslim ibn Aqeel set out for the battlefield and 
fought until he was felled. His killers were Abu Jarham al-Azdi and 
Laqeet ibn Yasir al-Juhani. 1 " 7 
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The Martyrdom of the Remainder of the 
Hashemites 


Jii d*“~ ‘ a-c- d* 3 ll j 328 { j£> < d a*-wuJ\ dyo 

4-1*0 fT. ^!““ a9 .'aA 5>-lj Ad"" twJll? 

Sayyid Abdulrazzaq al-Muqarram says in his Maqtah And when 
Abdullah ibn Muslim ibn Aqeel was killed, the family of Abu Talib set 
out onto the battle field in a single push. Al-Hussain (a) called out to 
them, 

\AA Axj lilyb ^rvJilj ^ (d^ d- -9 

.Ul 

Be patient in the face of death, O' cousins. By God, you will never 
experience meekness after this day. 108 
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The Martyrdom of Some of the Sons of 
Aqeel 


[•••] aJc.) Jf\ ^ J^ap j, 

Jr* ^ UlW'jj J ‘ts-^ A O'- jr*^ 

J* J. l3^ 3 « 03 J* fj <X^ 

Then Jafar ibn Aqeel ibn Abi TaLib stepped forward unto the batdeficld 
[...| killing 15 cavalrymen [according to the historical account of 
Muhammad ibn Abi Talib] and 2 infantrymen [according to ibn 
Shahrashoob]. He was killed by Abdullah ibn Orwa al-Khath'ami, or 
[as in other liistorical accounts] Bishr ibn Sawt al-Hamadani. 

*a'ju <_H [•■•] pM- * JA Cr- e A' 9A "- u* (A f 

aJp jJr* J 

.o^lxaS J j -l!^" J 

He was followed by his brother Abdulrahman ibn Aqeel [...] who killed 
seventeen cavalrymen [according to both Muhammad ibn Abi Talib 
and Ibn Shahrashoob]. He was attacked and killed by Othman ibn 
Khalid al-Juhani and Bishr ibn Sawt al-Hamadani. 

li Uc) J Jjip J jfi\ ail XJ J 

jM 3 <j£^' i> 0^ J! 3 A' lA (A 

. 0*^013 ]oy^, ^ 

Then Abdullah the Elder ibn Aqeel ibn Abi Talib set out for the 
battlefield. He continued to fight until he was severly wounded and fell 
to the ground. Othman ibn Khalid al-Tamimi and Bishr ibn Sawt mm 
to him and finished him off. 
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aJ^) ^ e ^ x> . ilr® J-/ f ^ _j ft A. '~'°^ aS j 

f «LujU fj=>~ (Jjr. ^ J f [ —] (f^ 

,(aii\ Aip) Jx3 

[Amongst the sons of Aqeel was] al-Hassan II, the son of Imam 
Hassan (a), who was wounded and his right hand was severed, but he 
was not martyred. 

Musa ibn Aqeel then set out to the battle field [...] and was charged by 
the enemies. He continued to fight until he killed 70 cavalrymen, but 
was eventually killed." 19 
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The Martyrdom of Ibrahim ibn Al- 
Hussain (a) 


f t j£d 3* 3 ir- eJju - Cr° jji 3 

.(eUii (3^ 3 {Luujli 

Then Ibrahim ibn Al-Hussain (a) stepped forward unto the battlefield 
(reciting verses of poetry written in honor of Iris fadier.] He charged 
the enemies, killing fifty cavalrymen before being killed - may God 
have mercy on his soul. 1111 
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The Martyrdom of Ahmad ibn 
Muhammad al-Hashemi 
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Then Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Hashemi stepped forward, [declaring 
in verse his intent to defend Imam Hussain (a).] He charged the enemy 
and fought valiandy until he killed eighty cavalrymen before being 
killed - may God be pleased widi him. 111 
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Martyrdom of Muhammad and Aoun, the 
Sons of Abdullah ibn Jafar 


eW _j (Jc ^Ul Ji*- _5 
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The enemies attacked al-Hussain (a) and his household from ever)' 
direction. Muhammad ibn Abdullah ibn Jafar ibn Abi Talib stepped 
forward. His mother was [Lady] Zaynab, the daughter of the 
Commander of the Faithful (a), or according to some sources al- 
Khawsa', a woman from the tribe of Taim al-Laat. [Fie declared in 
verse his contempt for an enemy that had abandoned the teachings of 
the Holy Quran.] He fought and killed ten enemies, but was attacked 
and killed by 'Amir ibn Nahshal al-Tamimi. 

1 c-UJj aA j aJg) A*^ O Q; 03^ 0 A"^ ^A" 3 

[y>y>\ j g-i >-A 9 (A 5- f f aA A* 3 
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Flis brother Aoun ibn Abdullah ibn Jafar then set out, and his mother 
was [Lady] Zaynab. Fie [stepped onto the battlefielding declaring his 
lineage and praising his father in verse.] He fought and killed 
[according to the account of Ibn Shahrashoob] direc cavalrymen and 
eighteen infintrymen. He was attacked by Abdullah ibn Qutba al-Taei 
and killed. 
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The author of Nafas al-Mahmoom said, "Know that Abdullah ibn Jafar 
had two sons named Aoun, die elder's modier was [Lady] Zaynab and 
the younger's mother was Juma'a bint al-Musayyab ibn Najaba. It 
seems that the one killed in [Karbala] was the former of the two." 112 
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The Martyrdom of Abdullah al-Akbar ibn 
al-Hassan (a) 


-iij J ij&}\ iUll XS* jA ^ (f^U\ <dc) y\ J 
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[Abdullah al-AkbarJ ibn al-Hassan (a), [whose mother was Ramla| the 
mother of al-Qasim, set out unto die batdefield [reciting batde verses 
adapted from the poetry of his grandfather the Commander of the 
Faithful (a).] He fought until he was slain. He had been recendy 
married to his cousin Sukayna bint al-Hussain (a) [at the time of the 
Batde of Karbala]. 

cfi'- ; 158 (l d (C*Ui 
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Sayyid Ibrahim al-Mayaniji said in al-Oyoon al-Abra (p. 158), "It seems 
that Imam Hassan (a) had two sons by the name of Abdullah, one of 
whom was called al-Asghar ["the Younger"] while the odier was called 
al-Akbar ["die Elder"] and "Abu Bakr." [Abdullah al-Akbar] was the 
full brodier of al-Qasim and was married by his uncle al-Hussain (a) to 
Jliis cousin] Sukayna. 
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The Martyrdom of al-Qasim ibn al- 
H ass an (a) 
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[After the martyrdom of Abdullah al-Akbar ibn al-Hassan (a)], his full 
brother al-Qasim ibn al-Hassan (a) came forward... and he had not yet 
reached the age of adolescence. When al-Hussain saw him come 
forward he embraced him and they wept until they fainted. [Al-Qasim] 
asked his uncle for permission to enter the batdefield but his request 
was denied. He continued to [beg his uncle for permission] kissing his 
hands and feet, until he was granted permission. [Al-Qasim] stepped 
forward unto the batdefield with tears running down his cheeks as he 
said [in verse], 

j£jU _j ( jdo*aU Jo--* u! 

j_)ll \jjLu )l ^lil ^ 

If you do not know me, I am the son of al-Hassan (a) 

The grandson of the Chosen and Trusted Prophet (s) 

And this is Hussain (a) like a ransomed captive 

Amongst a [cursed] people; may the sky never rain its meny u p 0 „ 

them! 
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He fought valiantly until he killed [according to some accounts] thirty 
five men. Al-Turaihi wrote in al-Muntakbab (p. 374), "Al-Qasim 
approached Omar ibn Saad and said, 'O' Omar, do you not fear God? 
Has your heart been so blinded that you do not heed [God's wrath]r 
Do you not take account of [the rights of] the Messenger of God (s)?' 
Omar replied, "Enough widi your pride! Why do you not obey Yazid?" 
Al-Qasim said, "May God not reward you for any deed! You claim 
Islam while die household of die Messenger of God (s) are thirsty' and 
the world grows dark in dieir eyes!" 

It-lc- Cff 3 1 —^3 s~t~ ,J \3 3 j 
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In al-Lawa'ij, Hamid ibn Mushm says: I was in die camp of [Omar] ibn 
Saad when a young man came forward whose face was like the shining 
moon. He carried a sword... and the strap of one shoe was torn - I W iU 
never forget that it was the left. [Al-Qasim refused to walk bearfoot in 
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battle, as that was seen to be disgraceful. He stopped in the middle of 
the battlefield and knelt down to fix his shoe.] [...] 

j ^ ^ Jlij 
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Amr ibn Saad ibn Nufayl al-Azdi said to me, 'By God, I shall assault 
him! I said, 'Glory be to God! What do you hope to achieve by this! 
By God, if he were to strike me I would not extend my hand [to strike 
him back]. Leave him, for those who have gathered around him will 
be enough. He replied, 'By God, I will do [as I have said].' He charged 
toward [al-Qasim] and did not stop until he struck him on his head 
with the sword, cutting it in half. The young man fell on his face and 
called, 'O' uncle.' 

eXi jJ« j iSiyu al\ j i 4 J 1 C.) 4-Jp , jSa>\3 
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Al-Hussain (a) charged toward him like a falcon, tearing through 
[enemy] lines like a angered lion. He struck Amr ibn Saad ibn Nufayl 
with the sword. [Amr] guarded against the blow with his forearm, 
leaving his arm severed at the elbow. He cried out so that the entire 
camp could hear him. Al-Hussain (a) moved back away from him whi] e 
the Kufan cavalry approached, trying to save [Amr]. But as the cavalry 
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charged, the horses hit him with their chests and trampled him under 
their feet, killing him. 

When the dust setded, al-Hussain (a) was standing over the boy’s head 
while he was digging with his feet [out of pain]. Al-Hussain (a) would 
say, 

p j dX;3 XoLjj]\ p£o-<a=>- yo j -XjXs 1 -X*j 

jl dX-^ Ojf-JJ jjl dX^ ,Jp _j Jp 4 ^ c ) 

j£ il\ _j Cjy& .[dXiP 'Xs dX~*J f\ dXsUUJ “^3 dX~£ 

A.ivaj with the people who have killed you! Who is their adversary 
on the Day of Judgement other than your grandfather and your 
father? By God, it saddens your uncle that you should call him 
while he cannot answer you, or that he answers but cannot help 
you, [or that he helps but cannot suffice you]. By God, our voice is 
one opposed by many and supported by few! 

.Jsf}\ J! J ^ (j^J .OjJ ~0 <Jp OjXs> j jT 

( \ c Ji\ J1 **J° Q f mAS % J*' u* j ^ ^ *i t& 

:(^LJ\ <Jp) Jts j 

[Al-Hussain (a)] carried [Al-Qasim], putdng the boy's chest to his. It is 
aS if I could see the boy's feet dragging on die floor. He carried him 
until he placed him with his son Ali [al-Akbar] and the rest of the fallen 
f rom his household. He raised his eyes to the heavens and said 
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Then Muhammad al-Asghar ibn Ali (a) [...] set out unto the batdefield. 
A man from the tribe of Tameem, from the descendants of Aban ibn 
Darim, struck him with an arrow and returned widi his head. 

Abdullah ibn Ali (a) stepped forward and fought until he was killed. 
His mother was Layla bint Masood al-Nahshaliyya and he was Abu 
Bakr ibn Ah's (a) full brother. He is not Abdullah al-Asghar ibn Ah (a), 
the full brother of al-Abbas, as was expressly stated by al-Shaykh al- 
Mufeed in al-Irshaad . 117 
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The Martyrdom of al-Abbas's Full 
Brothers 


CA> aJoIs ^jcJl ^\ j «(p>LJ\ aJc) ^jlc^ 3 3 AJll Jut' ^ j 
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When al-Abbas saw the great number of family members who had 
been martyred, he turned to his full brothers - Abdullah, Jafar, and 
Othman. Their mother was Fatima bint Hizam ibn Khalid al-Kilabiyya, 
known as Umm al-Baneen. He said to them, "O' sons of my mother, 
step forward so diat I can see you be faithful to God and His 
Messenger (s); for you have no cliildren [to worry about in case of your 
martyrdom]." [...] 

Abdullah al-Asghar, a man of 25 years, stepped forward [while taunting 
the enemy with verses in praise of his father]. He fought Hani ibn 
Thubayt al-FIadrami, who slayed him. 

Oj „<.■ £ ■ OjE' 3 0* J&*>- 0^-\ 0.1jU jj, ^ 
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Then his brother Jafar ibn Ali (a), who was 19 years of age, stepped 
forward [reciting verses in praise of his family and declaring his intent 
to die protecting Imam Hussain (a)]. Hard ibn Thubayt al-Hadrami 
charged at him and lolled him, returning widi his head. 

Their brother Otbman ibn Ali (a), a man of 21, then stepped forward 
like his brothers [reciting verses in praise of his father, die Prophet (s), 
and Imam Hussain (a)]. Khawli ibn Yazid al-Asbahi shot him with an 
arrow to die forehead, knocking him off his horse. A man from the 
clan of Aban ibn Darim charged at him and lulled him, returning with 
his head." 8 
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Al-Abbas Martyred While Seeking Water 
for the Camp 
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Al-Abbas said, “I grow impatient with these hypocrites and I wish to 
seek redress against diem.” Al-Hussain (a) instructed him to fetch 
water for the children first. Al-Abbas went towards die enemy and 
advised them, warning them of the Almighty’s wradi; but this was to 
no avail. He then called out, “O’ Omar ibn Saad, this is al-Hussain (a), 
die son of the daughter of Messenger of God (s). You have killed his 
companions and family. His wards and children are thirsty, so give 
them some water to quench dieir burning hearts. All the while, [al- 
Hussain (a)] has been saying, 
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Lei me go to Lome or India and leave Hi/a £ and Iraq to you. ” 
jS3 j ■jvfr'h". J? 9- 0*3* 3 ^ p^) (j**^*^ 

y> _5 f.U ^ JsJ^\ As-j jJ ^J\j 

^ 3 <5jlas ft jL u ll Uj Jol dLd- 

.(JLdlj 6 y>j j c_sVl AjujI Aj < Aj_^a]\ JA-1 j 


198 




Al-Abbas’s words effected the hearts of the enemy such that some of 
them began to cry. Shimr, however, called out, “O’ son of Abu Turab 
[Imam Ali (a)], if the face of die earth was all water and under our 
control, we would not give you a single drop unless you pledge 
allegiance to Yazid.” [AI-Abbas] rode his horse and took the waterskin. 
He was surrounded by four thousand enemies who pelted him with 
arrows. 


f.\jJ C6js>-J JkS-1 J 
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Their numbers did not discourage him and he began to repel them by 
himself while the banner of glorification [to God Almighty 7 ] waved 
above Inis head. Men could not stand in his way and he was able to 
reach the Euphrates despite the great number amassed against him. 
But when he took a handful of water to drink, he remembered die 
thirst of his brother al-Hussain (a) and those with him. He threw die 
water back [into the river] and said, 




Oiir^ 3 3 ^3 Cfr***^ 

(Jl*3 ^ J * * * JUs \jA l« 

O’ self, [be second] lo al-Hussain (a) 

As after him, it matters not whether you be or not 
This is Hussain (a) approaching death 
And you [dare] drink sweet, cold water? 
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By God, this is not an act of my faith 


Nor an act of a man of true certainty 

4 ^aS\ f 

: Jjdj ysi _J ^yjd\ ^ JS\ ff*- u 


He filled die waterskin and rode his horse back towards the camp. 
Enemies blocked the way and he fended them off again, killing much 
of diem. He would recite, 

Ji) cJUa J ^j\f J>- * * * Jj OjU b| OjL\ ^x} V 
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I do not fear death if it approached 
Leaning brave men felled beside me 

I will give my soul in protection of the Prophet’s (s) pure grandson 
I am al-Abbas, and I will return with the water 
I do not fear harm on the day of battle 

(3^Aa]\ Aljlt j eAjj y* ^ y. Aj 

<Jp) Jlii c \jb\f> ijc, 4j ^a3 

Zaid ibn al-Raqqad al-Juhani and Hakeem ibn al-Tufail al-Sunbusi 
ambushed him from behind a palm tree. The struck him on his right 
arm, severing it. [But al-Abbas pushed on], saying, 

( ji 3 CP ^ til * * * p*^* 3 d\ ^ J 
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By God, if you have severed my right arm 
I will continue to defend my faith 
And [protectingj an Imam of true certainty 
The grandson of the pure and trusted Prophet (s) 
j <ulc-) (Jliiol <^1 #.111 (JLajl 4^ jl Jjo Uju 

4j fo 4j y Iglj ^.Ijj y 4 {J* y ) j$3 _j ‘41^ 

a4c-) ijlis l^alaaS 41^ 

He did not give any attention to his severed right arm, as his sole 
concern was delivering the water to al-Hussain’s (s) wards and children. 
But Hakeem ibn al-Tufail ambushed him once again from behind a 
palm tree, striking him on his left arm and severing it. [Yet al-Abbas 
continued to push on], saying, 

jbi-1 4?-^ j * * * J&\ y> ^ ij^J 1> 
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O ’ self do not fear this band of disbelievers 
And rejoice for the mercy of the Almighty 
Alongside our master, the Chosen Prophet (s) 

Along with the other noble and pure souls 
They have severed my left arm by their wretchedness 
0 ’ Lord, deliver them to a blaming Hell! 
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The enemies surrounded him as arrows rained down; one struck the 
waterskin and spilling its water, while another struck him in his chest. 
A man hit him on his head with a pole, cracking his skull. He fell to 
the ground calling, “Farewell, O’ Abu Abdullah (a).” Al-Hussain (a) 
rushed to him and found that he had been martyred. Fie said, 

0-la j <Sj^° 

Now my back has been broken and I have been left powerless. 119 
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Imam Hussain (a) Bids Farewell to al- 
Abbas 
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Al-Hussain (a) took al-Abbas’s head and placed it in his lap. He began 
to wipe die blood off his eyes and saw that he was crying. Al-Hussain 
(a) asked, 

■> Id l JuSl lo 


What has made you ay, O' Abu al-Fadl? 
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[Al-AbbasJ replied, "O' light of my eys! How can I not cry when you 
have come to me and taken my head [in your lap]? But in an hour who 
will lift you head from the ground and wipe die sand off your face?" Al- 
Hussain (a) was sitting dierc when al-Abbas took his last breath and 
his blessed soul departed his body. He cried out, 

lai n* .c < al>\ 


O' my brother1 O' Abbas! O' what a loss! 120 
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Historians Neglect the Account of al- 
Abbas’s Martyrdom 

(** : Jte 29 2 ^ C l3 ijjl 
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Al-Khawarizmi excerpted the account of al-Abbas’s martyrdom in his 
Maqtal (v. 2 p. 29). He wrote “Then al-Abbas stepped forward, and his 
mother was Umm al-Baneen. He was in charge of maintaining the 
water supply. He charged, [declaring his intent to die protecting his 
brother in verse]. He continued to fight and killed a group of enemies 
but was killed. Al-Hussain (a) then said, TSTow my back has been 
broken and I have been left powerless.”’ 
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It is astonisliing that al-Tabari did not mention anydiing at all about 
the martyrdom of al-Abbas. As for al-Sayyid ibn Tawoos, he wrote in 
al-Ljthoof that the martyrdom of al-Abbas was the last amongst the 
Household [of die Prophet (s)], recounting the story with brevity'. 121 
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Biographical Entry | Al-Abbas ibn Ali (a) 
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Abu al-Fadl al-Abbas is the son of the Commander of the Faithful Ali 
ibn Abi Talib (a). Flis mother is Fatima bint Flizam al-Kilabiyya, who 
was chosen for [Imam Ali (a)] by his brother Aqeel so that she can bear 
a courageous son. Her family was famed for their braver)’ and resolve 
Her forefathers were foremost amongst the knights of Arabia during 
the Age of Ignorance. She gave birth to four sons - earning the 
honorific tide "Umm al-Baneen" (i.e. the modicr of male children] - by 
die names of al-Abbas, Jafar, Othman, and Abdullah, all of whom were 
martyred in Karbala. Umm al-Baneen was the best of women. She 
knew well the rights of the Floly Household and was loyal and devoted 
to them. Fler eldest child was al-Abbas, who was born on the 4th of 
Shaaban, 26 AH. 
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Al-Abbas manifested all die qualities of greatness; from resolve, 
braver) 7 , pride, and courage as well as charm, cheerfulness, good¬ 
nature, and eloquence. And because he combined the best of moral 
and physical qualities, he was given die nickname "Moon of the 
Hashemites." He lived for fourteen years with his father the 
Commander of the Faithful [before the Imam's (a) martyrdom]. He 
participated in the batdes fought by his fadier but was not granted 
permission to duel [in one-on-one combat]. He was martyred alongside 
his brodier al-Hussain (a) at the age of 34 and was die standard bearer 
[during the Batde of Karbala]. 

C-jJl Jj&V e-lLl dj'if (f-liLiJl) aJc-) i^AaM ^ja 

j AjH jJj 4i Aj’ll (J-aitll y\) j pj 

yi) l^o j ,0-Xju j p> OLo^^\ 4TC- jJmP Lo 5 

J js j -AX^Luj j AXU* 11 ^ 

Al-Abbas's nicknames include al-Saqqa (die water-bearer) because he 
fetched the water for die Holy Household during the Batde of Karbala, 
and Abu at-Fadl because he has a son named al-Fadl. 

He is called Bab at-Hawa'ej (the Gate of Answered Needs) because of 
his many Karamaf on the day of Karbala and thereafter. He is also 


” A Karama (plural: Knramat) is a gift given by God to an individual honored by Him. 
This often includes the individual’s intercession to answer prayers and cure the ill. 
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called Qamar Bani Has hew (the Moon of the Hashemitcs) because of 
his charm and good looks. He used to ride the most magnificent of 
steeds while his feet would still touch the ground. 


O'—j Jl 4*lc.) JuiJ j 

(f Jp- ‘4^ 0* ^9-AS\ ^ j «k_jAsai\ aJg) 


.1^-1 <iL» ) O jS* txft j o\j\j nj-ji A^C-) 


■jr 


Ui 


The world witnessed the bravery of al-Abbas and his stance alongside 
his brother al-Hussain (a) during the Batde of Karbala; sacrificing 
himself in defense of his brother. Al-Hussain (a) would even say to al- 
Abbas, "May I be sacrificed for you," placing al-Abbas at the level of 
his pure soul - an honor not reached by any other individual. 

t_5 O'— ^ [gts *J\ aJg) ^Lxll 4jje« o® 1 j 

aJg) ^toNl J\a [...] ;147 { ja (^»la*J\ Axs-liSl 


In regards to al-Abbas’s stature, Sayyid Abdulhussain al-Mousawi said 
in al-Faji'a al-Othma (p. 147): [...] Imam Sadiq (a) said, 

SjWlJ\ jjli A-lt) ^.\ 

j t p"^l> j »Jl A^lc-) XS- 0^1 ^ JJbW 


Our unde al-Abbas ibn Ali (a) was of astute insight and firm 
faith. He strived alongside [Imam Hussain (a)], distinguished 
himself and passed as a martyr. 

Jd) (*b)A jC' JAr^ df if yy- j 

:J\5 ({%J\ 
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In al-Amoli , it is relayed by the way of Abu Hamza al-Thamali that 
Imam Zayn al-Abidecn (a) said, 

{_$A j j jJl Jkilj j?-j 

aS3’*^>Ul\ ^ jAi j jj£- cUil aJa> 13 <e\ju L^ tWj 

^jL* 1 S j\ j 4 »Jc-) twJ ^ 3 l 2 >\ O'- 

.A^>UaJ\ aSj^ 0 _j -X^C- 


May God bless my uncle al-Abbas. He was forebearant, 
distinguished himself, and sacrificed himself for his brother so that 
his hands were severed [and be was martyred], God has given him 
wings by which he will fly with the angels in paradise, just as God 
gave to Jafar ibn Abi Talib. Al-Abbas has a statute in the eyes 
of God for which he is envied by all other martyrs on the Day of 
Judgment. 


ye 4,1a.. .juj (_J^" efcj Aye j 

Aye 2yC*e a Aye j yf 




(jy***^ ‘A b - | y> *A Ajb C-ot 3 ! A j < 350 yd- 




The tomb of al-Abbas is in Karbala, short distance from the tomb of 
al-Hussain (a). It is separate from the shrine of al-Hussain (a) and the 
martyrs, about 350 meters away. Above his tomb is a golden dome 
similar to the dome of die shrine al-Hussain (a).’ 22 
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The Rewards of Providing Water for the 
Thirsty 

aP JU aJc.) U U 

aJc) ^ajUII j»UVl Jte 


Because Abu al-Fadl al-Abbas was the water bearer of Karbala, let us 
mention the following two Hadiths. Imam Zayn al-Abideen (a) said, 


ye ajill sllLmi < lola ye o* 


Whoever provides drink to a thirsty believer, Cod will serve him 
from the Sealed Pure Wine [of Paradise], 


:J\3 <cic) j 


It is also narrated that Imam Sadiq (a) said, 

iy 3 ( 3 ^ pyfy* 3 ^ iy 

ye J lp-1 jf y^ <«.IU <U3 ^ fpfy <3 t3 L “ U 

. i* -■**" ^wbJ\ Lk^i LcU-\ 


Whoever provides water in a place where water is readily available, 
he is like one who has emancipated a slave. Wboeverprovides water 
in a place where water is not readily available, he is like one who 
has saved a life, and whoever saved a life is as though he saved all 
mankind. 12} 



The Martyrdom of the sons of al-Abbas 
ibn Ali (a) 


a!*1 :195 jo jo ji ^UJl) <*ol^ J pil\ jbJ' 

j j kill _j aJc) ^LaU 

.aJj v_iLai\ Aa51a/o J -ACj C-Jo j 

JuaC - d»jo AoUJ Ajoi a»Jc) jj^UaSI ^ :(^»'yLJ] aJ^) 

Vl a*)\ aJc>) ) ^*iIaaL! j .i_ Jdall J^S- ^jajL>a1\ <011 

.<Oi\ JuaP 0.4 j 

Sayyid Abdulrazzaq ai-Muqarram mentioned in his book al-Abbas 
Qamar Ba/ii Hashew (p. 195), "Al-Abbas had five children; al-Fadl, 
Obaydiilah, al-Hassan, al-Qasim, and a daughter." 

Ibn Shahrashoob counted Muhammad ibn al-Abbas amongst die 
martyrs of Karbala in his book al-Mamqib. [Muhammad's mother was 
said to be] Lubaba bint Obaydiilah ibn al-Abbas ibn Abdulmuttalib. 
Al-Abbas did not have any surviving lineage except through his son 
Obaydiilah. 124 
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Al-Hussain's (a) Cry for Help 


\j&-\ j, ^3 aJc) c-iJ\ (^J\ aJ*) ^LjJI Ja U. ^ 

Jj_^p y* j < ^ yS j i_M j .Oy^aiJ 

‘.XiyO ^^sC-lj ^Lo {(Jlflio'ill 

After the martyrdom of al-Abbas, al-Hussain (a) looked around and 
did not see anyone who would aid him. He saw his companions and 
family members slaughtered like sacrificial lambs, while the wails of the 
widows and the cries of the orphans rung in his ears. He cried in the 
loudest of voices, 

j 4Jll yTJC *1 y* ^ 

5 Ui\c,\ rfSi\ Je<s- Lo yrji. (y*- 0 {y (Ja *? Itijlcl 

/j- //jm 1 ^ defender who will defend the sanctity of the family of the 
Messenger of God (s)? Is there a monotheist who fears God [and 
will stand with us] ? Is there a helper who will seek God by helping 
us? Is there an aid who will seek the rewards of God by aiding 
us? 12 * 
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AI-Hussain (a) Bids the Hashemite 
Women Farewell 


^ j ^ 3^3 aSK) lojis ^ 

^£- (_5IjX-~ul j c4ju_~u jjjj j <Jc- ^3\ _} < j ( ^Lu 

Jl5 j (^>LJ\ l^lc) pi£"^ ^ Jbls .Jo.JeU 


Al-Hussain (a) called for the mande of the Messenger of God (s) and 
cloaked himself with it. He wore his blessed armor, carried his sword, 
and rode his horse, fully dressed in iron armor. He approached Umm 
Kuldium and said, 

ju^j ^ i \x^ m a^>- 1 i> 


Take care of yourself, sister. I am stepping fonvard to battle this 
group. 

^ 1 1-b.Lu l*>- 3 ^ (*_^1a313 



< A^\. 


cr* 


[His daughter] Sukayna ran to him wailing, and he used to love her 
immensly. He hugged her, wiped her tears with his sleave, and said [in 
verse], 

bl bb* * * + 4l (_£Juu 


(3 f3J^ iS* l» e jj- V 

3 jf- I; Auj\j 1 * * (_£Ail> (^jl GAli tala 


Know, 0' Sukayna, that after me you will 
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Qy much, when death will over come me 
Do not bunt my heart with your agonising tears 
So long as my soul remains in my body 
If I were slain, you will more justly 
Continue your cries, O' best of women 126 
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Al-Hussain (a) Elegizes Himself 




Al-Hussain (a) tlien cried out, 

(<Uu; b j A$cW b j AJj b j l) j (—Juj b J ^ b 

. ^•b >ct3 v y / l j5 j «^b>s>- > Y / l b^® ‘ 


O' O/ 77//7 Knit hum. O' Zaynab. O' Sukayna. O' Ruqaya. O' 
'Atika. O' Safiyya. I bid you farewell, for this is our last meeting. 
You will soon be grieving. 


<aA&) Ig) (Jldi !OjaU d\j'6‘ { j~\ b ‘py £jA (Jl^-LoS 


Umm Kulthum cried out, "Brother! It is as if you have submitted to 
death!" Al-Hussain (a) said to her, 

j <\1 YjjYujS, V sbli-1 l) 


How can one who does not have a helper nor an aid not submit to 
death? 


(Jllis . bji£»- >- liJlj ^f~\ b 


She said, "Then return us to the [city] of our grandfather." He replied, 
.^U ^Li Halil iijT f Ol^Jb olii-l b 

O' Sister! Woe! Woe! [If there was any possible way for me to 
fulfill your wish, I surely would have]. 
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. 4*^C l$PyO ^c-wWw* ^ l^i^3 j t^jl j^jiS\ oj*X*& 


Sukayna began to cry and wail. Al-Hussain (a) hugged her, kissed her, 
and wiped her tears with his sleeve. 127 
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Another Farewell 


:a!U-\ dlk>‘ (3 tPta (j j) 


[In another narration] Al-Hussain (a) then called, 

‘ l) <Udj l) l) j ^ l> 


O' Zaynab. O' Umm Kulthum. O' Sukayna. 0' jR uqaya. O' 
Fatima. I bid you farewell. 

<cic.) Jlla 1 C-uiid c^-1 t> ’di-Jliis yt) dULals 


[Lady] Zaynab came to him and said, "O' brother, have you become 
certain of your death [here]?" He replied, 

^ JF* 3 ^ 3 U ^ (J 3 Ctf ^ {J ^ 
How can I not be certain when I have no aid or supporter? 

<06-) ^y>- \jJ5j ^-1 l> 


She said, "Brother, return us to the [city] of our grandfather." He 
replied. 


J (^Lol ^cffy^JS' c 


H^o*/ If ] were left to be I would not be [mourning myself]. You 
will be soon like slaves, driven before the caravan and made to taste 
the worst of torture. 
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:doli J tAduS- (j* (_£/>- J l^Jc-) V^ij ‘' ;: * J;:-, le^ 

_J > - A- ' U ,oW-L»i3 fyi, \j toLLlLJ t,yM \j lt>\j*0 li 4^ \j lot-liJ-j 

:(j»'^LJ\ aJc) JwJ~\ JUs .l^_5 ,J^ C~alal J U^L-i CjjSA 

When [Lady] Zaynab heard him, she cried. Tears flowed in his eyes. 
She cried out, “O' solitude! O' lack of support! O' dreadful end! O' 
cursed morn!” She tore her dress, disheveled her hair, and struck her 
face." Al-Hussain (a) said to her, 

Have patience, O' daughter oj al-Murtada. There is much timefor 
weeping. 

1j :C-J1aS l^Jc) 4 j di^LaU t ax^~\ 

...o_Uj V Jjjli* ijicoy ^ [j* <■— asjj <^-1 

j Aj Jo __. JJc- J A&ji ‘ ^ 


He wanted to walk out of the tent, but she rushed to him and said, 
“Wait, brother! Stay so my sight can take its fill of you and so I can bid 
you the proper farewell after which we will never meet again... Wait 
here brother before rushing to death so that I can cool my anguish and 
thirst.” She began to kiss his hands and feet as he was surrounded by 
the rest of the women. 128 


" Lady Zaynab was still in het tent when this took place. 
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Al-Hussain (a) Wears a Worn Cloth under 
his Clothes 


aJc) JI3 jT 

Al-Hussain (a) then said to his sister, 

\j* ^ v^ji ^ 3^ ^3^ 

juu 4joo 

Bring me an old piece of cloth that no one would want and that I 
can wear under my clothes so that I would not be robbed of it after 
my death. 

f y 1 . ‘1 - j grl . nill L , .*o 

.lAl j .AlASl 3° ^_5^ajL3 ^341 

^ 1 Sb^yciS ey^ IcO ^ c AjLo a!-*-? - ^ Ajj^^- ^ [bJb 

* b^l-0 *. ' 1 11 ‘ I 

The voices of the women rose in cries and wails. Al-Sayyid al- 
Muqarram says in his Maqtal (p. 341): They brought him a short 
trouser, but he refused it as it was a mark of humiliation. He took a 
piece of worn out clothing, ripped it, and wore it under his clothes. He 
called for knitted trousers and tore them before wearing them so that 
he would not be robbed of them. 

.'223 (3 j 

^ a5^3 i AaS c (3^ 3 A^Jt) Ajl ^ 
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.Juu Aj\ A-l^) AjV <J^\ A*3 * aIoi *^| f^~ 

a*A^) (Jlii " j\a*& ^sb ^ ~\j\^j ax^- y f :a! ^3^^ 


Sayyid Abdulkarim al-Hussaini al-Qaz\vini says in al-Walha'eq al- 
Rasmiyya (p. 223): He called for a Yemeni trouser of strurdy knitting 
[...]. He ripped and tore it so that no one would desire it, as he knew 
diat he would be plundered after his martyrdom. He was asked, "Why 
do you not wear a short trouser under it?" He said, 

^ l«Jj <a1x° v_jj 5 viili 

That is ci mark of humiliation, it is not becoming of me to wear 
it.' 29 
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The Martyrdom of Another of al- 
Hussain's (a) Sons 

c ^ A^ic < A^Ac-) j 

^ *(iJ_3^9 -[^j^ ij •‘*^>9 , cfc~~ u a! -4j (3 ‘ t ir j dhj»S ip 

aA&) joto 

As al-Hussain (a) was sitting wealing a dark woolen cloak and arrows 
were raining around him, an arrow hit a son of Inis who was three years 
of age. He wore his armor [and set out to battle]. [This may be a 
reference to Ali al-Asghar]. 1111 
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Zayn al-Abideen (a) Attempts to Enter 
Battle Despite Illness 


if _f*&\ _f> 3 "J-AiWl i?j _f> 3 l^c^) Cfc***^ «>' (> £> 

aJc') Ms^***^ \j°^c 3 • ( ^—’j-ASb 

;4jiL>- ^of^"^\ j i ^3of. *4^" j*a5j *il t ‘Ko^m y :£ j L^aP 

:Jlis .^-j\ ^ L 

Al-Hussain (a) looked left and right, but could not see a single man by 
his side. Ali ibn al-Hussain (a) - known as Zayn al-Abidecn (a) and the 
younger brother of Ali al-Akbar - who was stricken by a stomach 
illness came out of his tent. He was leaning on a walking stick and 
dragging his sword, as he could not carry it due to his illness. Utnm 
Kulthm was running behind him calling, "Come back, my son!" He 
replied, 

«0i\ C-Uj ^1 Ij 

•( jE-’ 3^3 

O' aunt. Leave me fight before (be son of the daughter of the 
Messenger of God (s). 

■aJp) ^Los 

Al-Hussain (a) called to Umm Kulthum, 
j j 'Uc <Ui\ (J^ 3 ) J' J— 

.(<u 
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Restrain him so that the earth is not deprived of the lineage of the 
family of Muhammad (s). 

4Slxs*-j\3 

Umm Kulthum took him back to his bed. 131 
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Why did God Strike Zayn al-Abideen with 
illness? 


00 fk^' 

Ss dk> aAiI ^jl j a«1c) ».\.i.^ l >iJ\ ,v.> —^ 

,jl ( j£- ^il*il liais- < AiP ,Wa. »ti Aj^ ,jl^j JllaS c^Jkaj-Ul 

'■Ajp (^»*^LJl A-lt) ^jC- j?l J3 j _J 

Imam Zayn al-Abideen (a) attempted to go out for batde despite his 
illness, but [Imam Hussain] (a) prevented him from doing so. In reality, 
God Almighty has struck the Master of Worshippers (a) with an illness 
so that he would be relieved of the obligation of batde. This was so 
that the world does not crumble and dissipate [due to the eradication 
of die entire lineage of the Holy Prophet (s)]. It is narrated that al- 
Hussain (a) said, 

A^" ^TJ jl < (JlaCliJ AiLi ( J^>- j ^C- Aii\ LiL>- j 

•uk° J* 

Far be it from God - the Almighty, Most High, and Supremely 

Exalted - to leave the earth without a proof from my progeny. 132 



Al-Hussain (a) Asserts Multiple Times 
that Zayn al-Abideen (a) is Successor to 
Role of Imam 


jJ^S oJo-lC- O \j* C-o«5j -X9 1^1 \^" <A1aLoL AjL^^flXI j (^>LJ\ 
Asfl. " *A Lo j O\jjo C-oi3j JJ 1^1 \ \jk^9 < AJJiji.\ ^yi (^^U\ aJc) 

c 3 ®_/® j <\US 3 ®/° :Ol ja q\ (3 1^1 3 0 


^>UVl ukrt 5 */* j (^L*Jl aJc) ^jj;Jjl*i\ c-AL> 

^jA iwjVl J OI-XaIs^ jj-Xk? Joo Sj^> j (3 aJc) 


.(*^Lwll aJc-) axo ^ja (3 


Know diat die Master of Martyrs (a) bequested [liis status as Imam] to 
his son, die Master of Worshippers (a), and asserted mutliple times that 
his son [Zayn al-Abideen (s)] is the successor to the role of Imam. This 
occured mutliple times in Medina and also muldple times in Karbala. 
What can be deduced from the narrations is that this occured four 
times in Karbala: Once on die eve of Ashura, once when Zayn al- 
Abideen (a) requested permission to enter batde, once before Imam 
Hussain (a) entered batde, and once after a number of skirmishes when 
[Imam Hussain (a)] had killed thousands of men in one of his assults. 133 
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Imam Hussain's (a) Bequest to Zayn al- 
Abideen 


3 3 f olij) 3 c- 

^ Si Ail a iy> j .s-LuVl j aJI <^Llc. 

lfl> jS\ j (l^£- (_^j) ^ J! j i_43-Lial\ j j 

.aJ\ killi 


In llhbctt al-Wasiyya it is said, "Then [Imam Hussain (a)| broguht forth 
Ali ibn al-Hussain (a), who was ill at the time, and bequested to him 
die Great Name of God along with the remainder of the inheritance 
of the prophets. He told him that he gave the books, scrolls, scriptures, 
and arms to Umm Salama and asked her to give them all to him [upon 
his return to Medina]." 

*—-■M S'AtJ aJc) 3'-*-**^"l 3^ ? lJsd AiP j 

3 W^-) CXr^^ 3 3 ° zA= ^ 3 

33**^ 3 , IjL* cA zJ' Ipic-) ^£- 3 * Ailoj 

j3Ui\ jA*?- 3 ^ 3 ^ 3 j AaL j Icp^) 

:J\3 Ail (^LJl aJc) 


He also narrates, "Al-Hussain (a) outwardly bequested to his sister 
[Lady] Zaynab bint Ali (a), so that everything that came from Ali ibn 
al-Hussain (a) in that time was attributed to his aunt [Lady] Zaynab as 
a way of sheltering Ali ibn al-Hussain (a) and protecting him from 
harm." Allama al-I<ulayni also narrates that Abu Jafar al-Baqir (a) said. 
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4^ij\ IcO i IL ( ^ ^ U \ aJc-) ^\ 

^ I3^iLo i^J\ ^jjj (j*^LJ\ l^Jt) j^-\ O.J0 AaLjIs 

ojjt ^ c (»$*■* (^^LJ\ “S^) 0i~“^"' o o^_j •* 

^j> ^Jp- (j»'^L»*Jl I^Jp) ^*ioli Ojijjj .a> \i Ail *y\ 

v3^ ‘ jij aJ\ ^Uas U AJi' j <09 ,(^^L*Jl If^Jp') ,^jt-**A-l 

O^ V o' {J*~ V oi -? •^' L^ 1 o' <-M f"*' 

• jS>^\ 

U*7w/ al-Hussain (a) met what he had met, he called to his eldest 
daughter Fatima bint al-Hussain (a) and gave her an apparent 
bequest along with a sealed scroll. Ali ibn al-Hussain (a) was 
amongst those present and those present did not see in him anything 
but his illness. Fatima then gave the scroll to Ali ibn al-Hussain 
(a) [away from the sights of those present]. By God, it contains 
everything that the sons of Adam may need, from the time of 
Adam's creation until the end of the world. By God, it contains 
allpunishments, even the monetary damages for a scratch. 134 


226 



The Martyrdom of Ali al-Asghar 


(■ 

< S^ i ) j 1 ^'^ i_^ "j^ liLuu Uit>- _v 5 j 3 \ 

X& -jA*e>^\ < 3 p) 3.-^^ Cf-J 3^ 3 Jp -(^L~J' 

ji j ‘ j *^)i\ ‘tit) 3 <-XiL]I Cyj ^ .^bj)l ail 

jCi£-\ j t jk*&)/\ Up ^&Ji\ <Ull J^P 3?" ( v t~° _J .jX^P^\ ^Jp _^-*i 

Historians disagree about the number of al-Hussain's (a) children at 
the Battle of Karbala, as well as what their names were. We previously 
showed that they were in fact four; Ali al-Akbar, Ali al-Awsat who was 
known as Zayn al-Abidcen (a), Ali al-Asghar, and the infant Abdullah. 

Some historians considered Zayn al-Abideen as Ali al-Asghar and did 
not mention any other Ali al-Asghar. Others gave the name Ali al- 
Asghar to the infant Abdullah. Either way, diese historians considered 
[die number of Imam Hussain's (a) children] at Karbala to be three. 

J-t* jbl 3 j ^-0 3 3 ^j^ 3 

(\a aJp) i-1 o j tJU j <3 p) <_)p 

j ^y> \jb*^La j (_)p < jx*£>^\ ^Jp 

obis j oj£- ^jp o\ *Jp) 0^^’^ 3 -£?"j 

o-x* j :404 (SolgjJl ^0 (3 3-^j-^ Jj^a 

30 Sjbj^ 3 ^ 3 ^-“ 3 * 3 * a 4 ^~ " , ° 
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Al-Qirmani recounted the martyrdom of Ali al-Asghar before Ali al- 
Akbar in Iris Akhbar al-Dmval n>a /hitbar al-Uwal. He wrote, "Al- 
Hussain (a) asked for water for his young son Ali al-Asghar. Ali al- 
Akbar took a pouch, filled it with water from tire river, and returned. 
Al-Hussain (a) sat his son [Ali al-Asghar] on his lap and proceeded to 
give him die water. However, an arrow struck [Ali al-Asghar and killed 
him]." 

Al-Fadil al-Darabandi says in Asrar al-Shabada (p. 404), "And this 
narration, as you can see, is not accurate. It contradicts what was 
mentioned in Ziyarat al-Nabiya." 

aJc) UA j :108 ^jo ( (Jji f 

J <0 J^ r l3 3^ 3 


Al-Qirmani continues in A kb bar al-Dmval (p. 108): And an arrow struck 
one of die sons of al-Hussain (a) while he was in his lap. [Al-Hussain 
(a)] wiped the blood off him and said. 




O' God, be the judge between us and a people who called us in 
order to support us but are instead killing us. 


4i\ 4jA A-C- 4X"“l adc) °tjiy\ ^>*3J <3^ J 

d*ty) c 4)X9 j ‘ [ 

t ^-\ c —d\ yd- oliil y eJo dAli ^A9 

y 


Another of al-Hussain's (a) children, Abdullah [die infant], was 
brought to him. He carried die boy and kissed him. A man from the 
tribe of Asad shot an arrow and killed the boy. Al-Hussain (a) took the 
blood in his hands and threw it towards the sky, saying, 
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3 4 ^ l l£r ^j\ l_- >J 

. j^lllall ya 


O' Lord, if you have kept victoy away from us, make [deathj a 
bfessingjor us and exact vengeance from the oppressors. 


<cit) yp? 209 5 S J ^) ij 0^ 

«*J 0*^ 3^ 3 (^*3 V) j'j Ajlo c \p^j/3 

y^ j 14j^*j 0yju£* ojk r ^Ja] ^ lW>- ljj& ‘(3^^] 

<-A j*-lisX3 .^\j£>f\ ^3 “3 J^A J>-\ 3 •[((*'^3^ “^Ac-) 

:Jlii 


As for Ibn al-A'tham, he writes in al-Fnlub (v. 5 p. 209): Al-Hussain (a) 
remained alone with no supporters. No one remained with him but his 
son Ali (a) who was then [seventeen] years old. He had another son 
named Ali who was an still an infant. Al-Hussain (a) came o the tent 
and said, 

viAii o> 

Hand me the child so that I can bid him farewell.' 

. 4 !^ <j> £*3 J?*" J“t*' 3 

Suddenly, an arrow struck boy at the base of the neck, killing him. 133 
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The Martyrdom of the Infant Abdullah 

Al-Hussain (a) dien went to die tent and said, 

^fof\ 

Hand me my infant son so that I can bid him farewell. 

,13 j] cOii *CjIj (AL J i AtCils 

^ aJ&L d*-?" ^_fr t3 ^ . c —3 

: dyj 


[Lady] Zaynab came to him with his son Abdullah [who was called by 
Ibn Shahrashoob 'Ali al-Asghar'], whose mother was al-Rabab bint 
Imra' al-Qays. He took liim in his arms and kissed him, saying, 

.^yila«<aU .iS.ir> fffl y] Ijuu 


May God distance these people [from PI is meny], as their 
adversary [on the Day of Judgment will be]your great-grandfather 
al-Mustafa (s). 


tj*i> a! ^--AVa^ y£~ aJc) ^ 


He took the infant and approach die enemy, asking them to give him 
some water. He said to them, 

‘ \» [••■] ^ frb ij* Aj fCu c “Uii iLJL>- JuA 

^CS' \yx^£. IJkA L? j \3l 

!^IU 
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His mother's milk has dried up, so is there a way for him to have 
a sip of water? [...] O' people, if l fight you and you fight me, 
what is the crime of this child that you deny him water? 

:Jljj Ail (aA_jj ^ j) 


Another narrations states that he said, 


.JikM \1& 'y-jbs (1 b\ 


If you will not have meny on me, then have mercy on this child. 

^ ('-'A® _J c *" 1 ® (j* aJj Jj J ya 

cA*i*p- ^ 9* y. y£* loy&y V ^ by 


pyi^ "W°b bA ^ ,Jld3 


Some amongst them felt sympathetic and said, "Give him a sip of 
water." Other said, "Do not give him water or show him ant mercy!" 
Omar ibn Saad feared that there would be discord in the ranks of his 
army. He turned to Harmala ibn Kahil al-Asadi, a well-known archer, 
and said, "End these people's dispute!" 

< Jojjll y& A^jti p^al b\afi fyS- yd- A«£~u Alpp- ^-^-3 

(_5 fiju j c^jyi-\ y* (Jiliall .AjI J 

Ait) j < As-bjl y» uii.£o A^O j c^jjJki 

aJc) j5Ul j»LoV\ JlS yd- Aj p i*l£ O‘^o\ Jp- byd- ye Ao.i 

:( r ^U\ 


Harmala aimed his arrow at the boy's neck. The arrow stuck the infant 
and severed his jugular as he was in his father's arms. The infant began 
to squirm with pain, fluttering like a wounded bird. Blood flowed from 



his veins and al-Hussain (a) took it in his hands. He threw a handful of 
blood to the sky. Imam al-Baqix (a) said, 

Jjli ofas ijj ^ f j c(Ji« jLs li 


Not a drop of [that blood] fell to earth. If a single drop had touched 
the earth, [God's] punishment would have befell [the enemy army]. 

-cL) J\3 jr 


[Al-Hussain (a)] then said, 

if Oj*' ir~- ^ ^ ^ 0> J \y ^ o}* 

1 ^ C—y> jl as! 

j frVjA] if ^ J ‘ Ai* _/A- 11 

JJbLiJl d!-ol (_j U Ojd*-'} ^_5 1j (Js>- 1° (J-*^ 

J A^ J A^G Ail^ ^*lU\ 4^—jul 

•((L° 

has befallen me is only eased because it is all in the eyes of 
God. O' God, [let this infant] not be of less significance to you 
than the calf of Saleh's she-camel O' God, if you have kept victory 
away from us, then let it be for something greater. Exact our 
vengeance from the oppressors. Let what has befallen us in the 
present be our provision for the Hereafter. O' God, be witness to a 
people who have killed the one most similar to Your Messenger 
Muhammad (s). 


lolis 


He heard a caller from the heavens say, 
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Leave him, O' Hussain (a), for he has a wet-nurse [awaiting himj 
in paradise! 

i Jo j <4iu-~u ^ J*>- _J t <ulc-) (Jy 

J_ n" 

.A*X) 4j ubj '(Jli. _J j 

[Al-Hussain (a)] came down from his horse, dug a grave with the 
sheath of his sword, buried the child covered in dust and blood, and 
prayed over him. It is also said that he put him with the rest of the 
martyrs of his family. 136 
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What Happened After the Martyrdom of 
the Infant? 


4»Jc.) J_j > ' i^y° '*—_} CjWi-w-s j t 

.(Jlil^'ih j f.Luiil ^>-li»- ^jA dT«.«u j 

Thus, die deluge of blood soaked die sands of Karbala as the clouds 
of tragedy amassed over its mournful horizon. The cries of thirst and 
terror coming from the women and children grew louder around al- 
Hussain (a). 137 




AI-Hussain (a) Mourns his Martyred 
Companions 

A-ic-) ^>ry f 


[Al-Hussain (a)] then turned to the enemy and said, 

f' ‘V-XP (*' &■ ‘ (jjkiii ^ 

Am 


U^V to you! Why do you fight me? For a truth that 1 have 
abondened? Or for a tradition that J have replaced? Or fora divine 
ruling that I have changed? 

j jJu pjj bo j ,Jj -l^bis 

^L» OjL<aj\ ( ^o jjj j b~c J«- j ^ 

.Aibl jdaS ye 2 < 4i~o- 


They replied, "We fight you out of hatred for your father and for what 
he did to our elders on the days of Badr and Hunayn." When he heard 
their words, he began to cry and looked left and right. He did not find 
any of his companions that had not embraced die dust and had deadi 
end his sighs. He cried out, 


l> j Ha* y, l-v-j- b j y> b j y*. \> 

^Cpb\ ^lo cb*^! jL»j f b J tbucaJl jUad b[••• ] y-. jpj 

(*' «oxite fyrf < fW* ^ 3 ‘d3rJ~ ^ 

dill frb^j ojjt> lojjT&iJ ^3 yp elJU- 

y&'^c J3 (jJwu _j All j A^c, 
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O' Muslim ibn Aqecl! O' Ham ibn {Jnvci! O' Habib ibn 
Mudbabir! O' Zitbair ibn al-Qayn! [...] O' heroes in times of 
peace! O' knights in times of war! Why is it that I call you and 
you do not answer? Why do I cry out to you and you do not listen? 
If you are asleep, please awaken! Has your love for your Imam 
been shaken so that you are not aiding him? These are the women 
of the family of the] Messenger of God (s), weakened by your 
absence. 

ol x’loi l If" 3 y \^o faS 

^ -oyr^ O’f^ if* ^ 3 ‘d3J^ if 3 

3 ^ 3 ‘ 0 ^*^^° if~ 

Wake up fmm your slumber, O’ most honorable of men! Repel 
these evil tyrants awayfrom thefamily of the Messenger of God (s)! 
Alas! By God, the calamities of the time have beaten you! This 
treacherous age has betrayed you! Otherwise, you would not fall 
short in aiding me! You would not ignore my calls! We are bereaved 
[atyour loss] and will soon follow you. Indeed, we are of God and 
to Him we shall return. 138 
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AI-Dahhak ibn Abdullah al-Mashriqi 
Leaves the Battle 


<3c-) C-olj U. 'Jljj ijj l_y 

Ju ,y-M fd 4a* jl j i 4*U d! _} *^i _5 « 

^,1; .«\1 C-I 3 ^j> j ^lial,\ ^ 

C-olj lo <3cS- 3^' *vill dl-Jj JctL) J Jjj CUoit Ss iaW 

aJc-) JlSa !j»*l :d >—"l 43 y * d»- 3 Ills stalls* j\ 1 lils c^blLo 

Al-Dahhak ibn Abdullah al-Mashriqi said: When 1 saw that the 
companions of al-Hussain (a) were felled and none remained except 
him and his household along with only Suwaid ibn Amr ibn Abi al- 
Muta 1 al-Khath’ami and Basheer ibn Amd al-Hadrami, I said to him 
'O' son of the Messenger of God (s), you remember what occuret 
between you and I. I told you, "I will fight protecting you so long as 1 
see other fighting so. When I see diat no fighter remaining, I will be 
free to have my leave." You said to me, "Yes [I accept your 
condiuonj.'" [Al-Hussain] (a) said, 

! 3 GAU uAJi OjJ3 y\ 5 aWtJlj 31 i— tfs j 

Yes, it is true. But bow will you escape? If you are able to do so, 
then you are free [of any obligation to me]. 

cJjj! -Joj u UiLs^l (J3“ *—-j.1j JJ _j lM v— Lsls 

eJuAS G-Ls\ _J Uol Va .»J (JG" 

^ .[...] jA -d dY f sas j c jiWj ‘3&) C# -^y 
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{ J*^\ j [...] Jolia—il\ Ja ^juj ii\ J ji‘\ 

. £^G>\Xu ^jA AuJjS ^£^3 ( *- *^ v 1 * ^?*J 

So I went to my horse - which I had hid in a tent when I saw our horses 
being slain and began to fight on foot, killing two in protection of al- 
Hussain (a) and severing the arm of anodier. [...] When he gave me 
permission I pulled the horse out of the tent [and rode off with it]. 
Fifteen enemy soldiers followed me until I reached Shafya, a town 
close to tire banks of the Euphrates. 

j ... a ^ XX* ^*3^x3 c p^ic ^ 3 ^a 3- |^3 

<Jl\ _up iJUjJl \xa :\_jild3 <oi\ xs- 3. j 3^i-l 

p\£ ^jA jAi ^Ia 3 IL tfUil 5 ' aJ I A i 3 ^ * (3 

< \ ^jA U ^ Ip^x^o \ 

.<uil :Jli • <^ 1^1 ^ 1^3 : Jl3 .p^Ls 3 c- 

When they caught up to me, I turned and faced them. I was recognized 
by Katheer ibn Abdullah al-Sha'bi, Ayyoub ibn Mashrah al-Khaywani, 
and Qays ibn Abdullah al-Sa'edi, who said, 'This is al-Dahhak ibn 
Abdullah al-Mashriqi. He is our cousin. By God, we beseach you to let 
him be.' Three individuals of Bani Tameem said, 'Yes. By God, we will 
answer the call of our brothers and supporters to what they like by 
leaving their companion be.' When the men of Tameem followed my 
companions, the rest stopped. Thus, God saved me [from death]. 139 
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The Martyrdom of al-Hussain 





Verses of Poetry from al-Hussain (a) 

jcol (JoJj> j ( lx\j aJc^) k _--jj ^ 

_jA j i ^fc- f A^iala A^olj (^) 

: J^i 

Al-Hussain (a) then stood and [recited verses of poetry in praise of his 
grandfather die Prophet (s), his fadier the Commander of the Failitful 
(a), and his mother Lady Fatima (a)]. He then charged at die enemy's 
right flank, saying, 

jU\ JjaO JA <J_jl jU]\ _j * * * jW\ JA f O^il 

(jjU \jj> J \lfl> ^y> J 

Dealh is belter than living in humiliation 
And humiliation is belter than entering hellfire 
but God is my refuge from both these ills! 

i3^“ 5 

He charged at the enemy's left flank, saying, 

Jf£\ 'i 1 CJT * * * jjc j. ^ 

if’* l> * * * i/' 0< ^ i/*' 

/ al-Hussain ibn Ali (a)! 

I have sworn not to bend [to my enemies]! 

J willprotect the family of my father! 

I will continue on the religion of the Prophet (s)! N0 
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An Arrow Strikes al-Hussain* s (a) Jaw (1) 

eioj I c f.Lo ^Ju Al ^ -XX-i\ j 

j oJj ^3j ^ .Lo elll jl^a3 < A^i>- ^ ,-v ^ • ^ _^-C ^ ^j’'.^>~»- 

: 

Thirst overpowered al-Hussain (a), but die enemies blocked him [from 
reaching the river]. He was finally able to acquire a bit of water, but 
when he attempted to drink it Hossayn ibn Numair struck him with an 
arrow in his jaw. Blood flowed into the water [and he was no longer 
able to drink it]. Al-Hussain (a) dien raised his hands to the heavens 
and said, 

O' God, tally their number, kill them in small groups, and do not 
leave a single one of them on this earth! 141 
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An Arrow Strikes al-Hussain's (a) Jaw (2) 

< ^- 1 *^ ‘^4-H aJc.) jc—i-l pb iJj ye y liu y\ 

obt>-lj y^~ AjJa b. ..i ^ 4^^- y 

:J ^ J* 

Thirst overpowered al-Hussain (a) so he rode towards the river bank. 
The cavalry of Ibn Saad cut off his route and a man from Banu Darim 
shot him with an arrow that struck his noble jaw. He pulled out the 
arrow and placed his hands under his jaw until his palms were filled 
with blood. He then threw it toward the heavens and said, 

.dLy C*s> j-l JaHj lo jSCil 

O' God, 1 complain to you of what is being done to the son of You 
Prophet's (s) daughter! 142 
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AI-Hussain (a) was Killed Thirsty 

!jJ^aa 3 o^y^r 0 ljSC 

[The enemy army] cut off water from al-Hussain (a) on a day of severe 
heat. They began to parade crystalline cups filled with cold water as he 
would say, 

If. sy\ J tjl£ jClo p^il 

I swear to you by my grandfather that you should give me a sip to 
cool my body! 

. pis 

They would not answer his call. 143 
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Thirst Takes its Toll on al-Hussain (a) 


O* 3 jjL^JJl 3 AiLiJl _j 

o* il£*^ 3 c (**^ J sX o* 0^“^ j <Uiiil y>- ^y> C^a* 


A dltz i ^ j~llo» ll »Jlhi 


Thirst affected al-Hussain (a) in four areas of his noble body; his livers, 
lips, tongue, and eyes. His lips were withered and his liver was sevcrly 
damaged due to thirst. His tongue was gashed [due to the failure of his 
salvitory glands]. His eyesight was blurred [due to dehydration]. 144 
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Al-Hussain (a) is Cut Off from his Camp 


J* J* J \ji ^ (J! <*fc-) Aj\ JT 

•j*\c ^1*^3 ‘A.W-J _j \jf£- <‘^ 3£ ’ < JW^ 031F 


Al-Hussain (a) then called the enemy to duel. He continued to fell any 
warrior who would approach him until he killed a great many of them. 
The enemy dien cut him off from his camp. Al-Hussain (a) called out, 

O^- ^ 3 ‘U^ ^ ,j^v. ^ ji 1 <J>\ l 1 . 3 

• o y>" ^ Vj* 


Woe to you, followers of Abu Sufyan's family! If you have no 
religion and you do notfear the Resurrection, then [at least] befree 
in this world of yours! Return to your roots if you are Arabs as 
you claim! 

J \a3 *! L Jji! l« ’•jib 1 etata 


Al-Shimr asked, "What are you saying, O’ Hussain (a)?" He replied, 

111 (Jj31 

.1^ 


I say that I am the onefightingyou and you are fighting me. The 
women have committed no crime. Forbid your defiant, savage, and 
ignorant [soldiers] from attacking my family so long as I live! 


^ y>- jjP ^CJl yF ^ .AaSo\s ctU -jZ* 1 


■f-S ^ 
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Al-Shimr said, "You shall have that. O' son of Fatima (a)." Then he 
looked at his soldiers and cried out, "Leave the man's family and attack 
him! By my life, he is a noble opponent!" 145 



The Enemies Deceive al-Hussain (a) 


J j -i ^ j oJu^aib 

| fr k» . ^ 

,j; (Ju*' .<UG Oj3li- “^Jg l^La^ 

<3 p^3 j (3^ ‘ J^j 3 j 

^p^L-Jl ajt) 3^® { l_ >J Arl m\j, ii^ IJij . 


The enemies charged at him while he continued to seek a drink of 
water. Whenever he approached the Euphrates on his horse, the 
enemy would charge at him and repel him [from die river]. 

Al-Hussain (a) then charged at al-A\var al-Salami and Amt ibn al- 
Hajjaj, who were commanding four thousand men. He scrambled their 
troops and rode his horse into the Euphrates. When die horse lowered 
its head to drink, al-Hussain (a) said, 


!i—dAsi j i ^jLilaP Ijl j dl-o\ 


You are thirsty and I am thirsty. By God, I will not drink until 
you do! 


aJg) Jlis p$3 ^3 j3 


The horse raised its head as if it had understood his words. Al-Hussain 
(a) then said, 


Drink! 
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etali jJ is Je- *11 \ ^ja oJj (^LJ\ aJc-) x» U. j 

*IU I < 3 !5dlo^>- A9 j *111 v-Jj-JiO JClij\ <Ajj\ J^C- \jl 1 \J* 

IjA ^*3 < aILu AC^I \ils < (_]^“ _5 <oJj 


And when al-Hussain (a) took a handful of water to drink, an enemy 
soldier called out, "O' Abu Abdullah (a)! Do you saver a drink of water 
while your family is being attacked?" He threw the water in his hand 
and charged at the enemy, repelling them [from his way]. [When he got 
to the camp] he saw that the tents were safe and knew that the enemy 
had deceived him. 14 * 
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A Second Farewell 


"(Jti j i J ^ywailj ^ ja\ ^ tLjli A<Ac.) Ail j<" 


Al-Hussain (a) then bade farewell to his family again, instructing them 
to remain patient and perseverant. He said, 

j ^slaalo. j Ajl\ ^j\ j ul 

^ l ^jl> U-JjuU J C lM A^Slc. j ^jA 

(<co\^S3\ j ^AJl ojjb j tc-jljuill 

.^jj3 b ^ C *JLfc.fc*Sb 1 aJ ^ < IjX ^ 


B<? rWy for hibulation. Know that God Almighty will guard and 
protect you, savingyou from the evils of the enemy. He will deliver 
you to a great end. He will punish your enemy with all kinds of 
punishments. He will reward you for this trial with all kinds of 
blessings and honors. So do not complain and do not say with your 
own tongues what would reduce of your status. 


jl j j A^uiu ^jxJlvO aJc 

*_Aj^o^* ^ V ^3 tf 

t [ jlj\ £^"] jf cl-i J e-jUs?! I^jU 

aJc.) til ‘^r ^ O^” -5 3 ‘‘kJ^ J OSj^ 3 


Omar ibn Saad then said [to his soldiers], "Woe to you! Attack him 
while he is preoccupied with himself and his family. By God, if he were 
to turn to you, [he would scatter you so that] your right flank will be 
indistinguishable from your left!" 

They attacked him, pelting him with arrows that ripped through the 
tents. Some tents ripped through the veils of the women. They began 
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to cry, startled and terrified. They rushed to al-Hussain's (a) tent to see 
what he will do . 147 
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An Arrow Strikes al-Hussain 1 s (a) 
Forehead 


j < ‘ S-^W - »—^ ftJuaiia 

^JiC- viili 


^ 3^3 *— y} 4 (JW ^ • A * s ' tj^~ ^ £i 


io\j3 Aj\ ff j j& «^j (_£-^ ‘.Gs&£- ,Jriuo (3 j) (3 

{ 4 j (_^j J ‘aJg) (Ji - ***^ -((JJ/ 0 ^ 


• ^Ia 3 . ^ 


The enemies attacked al-Hussain (a) from every direction. He charged 
at diem as diey charged at him. He would try to charge toward die river 
to get a drink, but whenever his horse approached the Euphrates, the 
enemies would charge at him and repel him from die river. 

Then a man name Abu al-Hutuf al-Ju'fi shot him widi an arrow diat 
hit him in the forehead [Abu Makhnaf says the archer was Khawli, 
while others say it was Qudama al-Amiri]. Al-Hussain (a) pulled the 
arrow out and threw it to the ground, while blood gushed on his face 
and beard. He said, 

«La*i\ .itaLf- y# <U 3 Ijl U yy db 

V _j j-Aj j t -A> 

.Ijol pi> juS 

O' God, You see what I suffer at the hands of your disobedient 
and defiant servants! O' God, tally their number, kill them in 
small groups, do not leave a single one of them on this earth, and 
do not ever forgive their misdeeds! 
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^ tjr'k V J 4 - LS ^^ f 

J DjXus _J o_^o IfclaL yb _J <^=-\j JT"y> oJk»-Vj _5 

; Jyi 

He charged at die enemy like an angered lion. He would strike each 
man once with his sword and fell him. All die while, arrows rained 
down on him from every direction, striking him in his chest and neck. 
He would say, 

l*\ .K>y£. ^ . . b c (.jL\\ ia\ l> 

XS- ‘ 4 l>»s <aJl\ i-OP 

U* piaj. jT < O' ci! J -tiU 

•OJ^-^ ^ 

O' nation of misfortune! How wrongly you have treated 
Muhammad's (s) family after his passing! Surely, you will never 
kill any of God's righteous servants after me and fear the 
consequence. Rather, it will pale in comparison after you kill me. 

By God, / hope that my Lord will honor me through your demise, 
and that He should avenge me while you are unaware [of His 
reprisal]! 

JUs 5 L/o ^ ^hdio taU <<oiol9 ijAilo y ^jyai-\ 4 j ^Uas 


Al-Hossayn ibn Malik al-Sakuni asked him, "O' son of Fatima (a)! Flow 
will He avenge you?" He said. 


jSClc 0— <MJ f ijjj—i J ffii 
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He will turn your enmity toward one another ; [so that you] shed 
[each others] blood. He will then heap upon you a most painful 
punishment. 

:Jj5 JSC «j(350 ^ <piU j f) 

Al-Muqarram says in his Maqfal (p. 350): Then he returned to his base, 
continuously saying, 

.^\ -ujU V\Sy V J 4^ V 

There is no power or authority save from God, the Most High and 
Glorious. 

otali ^ ^ * i A\ t frLo Al? ^ 

OjX ^ djLA-l (j^ 2 ^ li 

:(^LJl ^Ap) jwU JUi IliAaP 

In this state, he asked [the enemy] for water, but al-Sliimr said, “You 
will not taste it until you reach hellfire!” Another man called out, “O' 
Hussain, do you not see die Euphrates [flowing] like the belly of a 
snake? You will not drink of it until you die of thirst!” Al-Hussain (a) 
said, 

.LiAaP 

O' God, kill him of thirst. 

Jb _} 1 ^ [y° A 0$^ ‘ AAJA 

.LiAaP oU dA 

[Afterwards], that man would continue to ask for water and drink until 
it would spew out of his mouth. He was like this until he died thirsty. 1,48 
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The Enemies Split into Three Divisions 


o! ^ j Jji -" ^ (J! J^' ol 

JUHj "j3j 3 ^—>"^15 ‘ulo JjjilXi ;Jl3 .^Aj <w-i^\i_^A 

.<Jc- <3jWii-\ j jUIj A3j5 j < j A3j3 j < j 

^JC>~ <(— 9 ^ .. . aJ lj Aj^piaj j Ajjixloj j < Ajjflju^ \^1 a5- 


Al-Shimr approached Ibn Saad and said, "Commander, this man will 
kill us all [if we continue to] duel him [one by onej." Ibn Saad asked, 
"So what should we do?" Al-Shimr replied, "We should split against 
him into three divisions; one [to pelt him] with arrows and bolts, one 
[to strike him] with swords and spears, and one [to attack him] with 
fire and stones. Thus, we will soon fell him." They began to pelt him 
with their arrows, stab him with their spears, and strike him with their 
swords until he was overcome with wounds. 1-w 
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A Man Almost Killed al-Hussain (a) 

0 « j\? Cf- ^ O'- J 

^Jp) 0''““^ d*S 6-^ ■ i ‘‘* jl^P (ji «X«P (_}p ^ < (3jU\ 

U J :^1 U5 .[l 3jj*a J\] IjJ (^U. Jo AXP J j\:jl^ ^ Jup JUs 

Jljui «cOi\ jS <aJ[ Is < £CO^Hj (JX-**>- ^ j^JPP -ti-X> 

t'^JiS ,jlj 3 t-X~*> _ i pP 4^JP . AXXxla) 

’■iJjf 

Al-Tabari relays from Abu Makhnaf from al-Hajjaj ibn Abdullah ibn 
Ammar al-Bariqi that Abdullah ibn Ammar was once chastised for 
witnessing the killing of al-Hussain (a) [and being in the army of Omar 
ibn SaadJ. Abdullah ibn Ammar replied, "Surely, I have gained favor 
with die Banu Hashem!" He was asked, "And what favor have you 
gained?" He said, "I charged at al-Hussain (a) widi a spear. I reached 
him and - by God - I could have stabbed him had I wanted to. But I 
turned and walked away, saying, 'Why would I bear the responsibility 
of killin g him? Let anodier man kill him! 1 " 150 
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Al-Hussain’s (a) Bravery and Resolve 

‘ Cf" C/ 5 ‘ J y 0^ • l ^* s 

y J *>*• y ^ ^ J ‘'M' y y (J° -5 

Infantrymen charged at liim from left and right. He charged at his 
enemies at the right and fought them until he repelled them. He 
charged at his enemies at the left and fought them undl he repelled 
diem. He was wearing a woolen robe and a turban. 151 
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Al-Hussain (a) on the Battlefield 

3*^ c lL-o^ {Jt JCsP J\5 

^ .LcJuL* \ jt \ V J c bU»- j < 4JLo Liby- dajjl <4^5^ j <UJu j 

. Jii>-\ aS G*j& jl j < l^j -t-i 13\ 4j Ju 1 _aA^So (Jl>-^)1 G-j^"Jul 

Abdullah ibn Ammar ibn Yaghuth said, "By God, I have not seen a 
man outnumbered so, with his sons, km, and companions all 
murdered, with stronger resolve, nor a more firm heart, nor more valor 
in Iris actions! Men would scatter before him if he charge at them so 
diat no man stood before him!" 

w V. J **i3 aJc' JU- Ji\ ^ l(6"Z 1 4j j) 

_? 1^3 A-*u ‘i a c 4a.. ■ J 

f j<j jytypJ Aai\ \_jiisr J3 J ^ 

: Jyi y> J ®j£* Ji 


[Ibn Tawwus] says in al-hubuf (p. 67): Men would charge at him and he 
would charge at them, scattering them like sheep attacked by a wolf. 
He would charge at an army of thirty thousand men and scatter them 
like a swarm of locust. He would then return to Iris base, saying, 

. 4 S 1 I V 

There is no power or authority save in God, the Most High and 
Glorious! 

l Wj \Jp > ~ J>. { j : (&5 (j j) 

Sx^u j£" (Jlia j 
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\j^\ <UyJl J.\ \jjb <Q^\ life S j^luli; ^ jJ^ 

. ^_sV\ 4juj! Aiili . i^ob- ( J£"" ^o (j^\j J^j A.li-) Up 

Al-Jawahiri says in Mutheer al-Ah^an (p. 85): He continued to fight until 
he killed one thousand, nine hundred, and fifty men and wounded 
others. 

Omar ibn Saad then said, "Woe to you, do you know who you are 
fighting? This is the son of [Ali ibn Abu Talib (a)]! This is the son of 
the killer of Arabs! Charge at him at once from every direction." [Omar 
Ibn Saad's army shot at al-Hussain (a)] with four thousand arrows. ,:>2 
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A Poisoned Arrow Strikes al-Hussain (a) 


q y\...^u j ^liul 4iL<5l (J-*W (^^k3\ aJc-) (3^?“ f 
<. ^obi il >w hi\j b~^® *33^ >_ n* 3> j5 j ^ywJ 

j*^-u obis yt- ^-*^3 c-jjiil Ao-ls y» cJL~s 

31^3 .[ejj^o 3 3 ^® _j] (3 «i_-ouio o*3j 4 

:(j»'^L>*il 43&) 


Al-Hussain (a) continued to fight until he had been wounded seventy 
two times. He became too weak to fight and stopped to rest. As he 
was resting, a stone struck him on die forehead and blood began to 
rush out of the wound. As he took a piece of his clothes to wipe his 
forehead, a sharp, poisoned, diree pronged arrow struck him in the 
chest. Al-Hussain (a) said, 

. 4Xll 3_j F *^j 3-^ (3^ 3 3 

In the name of Cod! [I rely] on God and follow the religion of the 
Messenger of God (s)l 

:3^ j <*3*3 (3\ <cAj j 

He dien raised his head to the heavens and said, 

• e> JP \Jl \J°J^ *^3 pr' ^ 3^1 g^I 

O' God, You surely know that they are killing a man while 
knowing that there is no son of a prophet on the face of the earth 
but him! 


(3^ o-Xj 3jj y° j j*^3^ j*>-l p 

dU ij£- lo j .aJSaS uAli b? £«.3>3 31 {_$j bo 13® ‘ 
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o-b f Jl *4^ ) jyi-\ <jj jo- (X^ <j> 

:J\j5 J _J 4~"'j If; Cj^i»\ ^3 (Ijb 'qA~\ 

He took the arrow and drew it out from his back while his blood 
flowed like a fountain. He put his hand on the wound until it was filled 
with blood, then threw the blood toward the heavens. Not a drop of 
it fell back to the earth. Redness was not seen in the sky before al- 
Hussain (a) threw his blood toward it. He then placed his hand on the 
wound again. When his hand was filled with blood, he took it and 
stained his head and beard with it, saying, 

j y -jQ li! ^ Jill J*>~ 0 j 

By God, this is bow I will meet my grandfather Muhammad (s), 
stained in my own blood! I will say, 'O' Messenger of God (s), I 
was killed by so and so. ,,5} 
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Al-Hussain (a) is Struck on the Head 

J ^ c AjfeCo I_jl3^3 ijliil jjp (fbU\ A-ic) >—iuwJ ^ 

y>-j o«.li>- ]]<>- .‘CoJo <Ui\ 0^ J Aif- v—<<cJ\ ^^.‘1 

j_$\] cJt- |j^_j < A-jo\j >—iLw-JL Aj^piaS ( y, ijAlLo) <\J Jlio 

4 ta ^ic-) aI < 'co ^ ^ iao3 [ aIa^L? o^-uwjis 

Al-Hussain (a) became too weak to fight, so he stopped to rest. Enemy 
soldiers would come to him [to kill him], but they would soon retreat 
hating to meet God with his blood [on their hands]. Soon a man from 
Kinda named Malik ibn Nisr came to al-Hussain (a) and struck him on 
his head, tearing his headpiece in two and filling it with blood. Al- 
Hussain (a) said to him, 

.(^ylllall 4ji\ j G-jj-i V j V 

May you never eat or drink with your right hand! May God group 
you along with the oppressors [on Judgment Day]! 

l/ 2 ^ c3 j) j (S^ 3 3 o^uis jj^v] j f 

d^jl . ^3j>- j 4wC^”l t^-4 j-j\j 

4JS* ^ . l^Jc> ^r£ f \ ^ ^ ^3^3 j ^ 

Ijjlc. j ole ^ A^JA i_«SC$ i^^>\yo Ax* [p j O'- 

. 4j j A»J\ 


He threw his headpiece and wore a skullcap, wearing a turban over it. 
At tlris point, he had become wear)' and overburdened [by his wounds]. 

In some accounts: He threw down his headpiece, returned to the camp, 
and asked for a piece of cloth. When they brought one to him, he 
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wrapped his wound with it, then wore a skullcap and wrapped a turban 
over it. Shimr ibn Thiljawshan and his men halted their advance 
and return to their positions. He rested for a while, then he returned 
to tire batdeficld and tire enemy continued their advance, surrounding 
him. 154 
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Shimr Incites the Army to Fight 


j Jk 03 ^Jp-^SL ^j^LaXJu lo ‘jP* ^ 

ebj J cSjScwo \p^> (j; ^jj) |J^J. *4y* 23 -*—■ 3 _^-*-°^ 

Aj^>U- ^c, (t_<r>ll s-Aj ij< 4J '*^ _J ce y^ ij f*4*^ O'- 0^“) 

aJki- ^C. « ( L^i aJc) 0^***^^ ^4 • »»9 < A.', *j-o 

■ a y^" C/ 1 j ^ .^c^l 


Sliimr then called, "What are you waiting for? He's been overcome by 
the arrows!" The swords and spears [of the enemy] surrounded him. A 
man named Zur'a ibn Shurayk al-Tameemi struck him a deadly blow. 
Sinan ibn Anas shot him with an arrow in Iris neck. Salih ibn Wahab 
al-Murri gave him a fatal stab in his waist. Al-Hussain (a) fell off his 
horse to the ground, falling on his right cheek. He sat up and drew the 
arrow out of his neck. 155 
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Al-Hussain (a) Falls off his Horse 


JA OfLasA I^Lrj- 3!] VjLi o^sr : ( J?*) <3 

aJc j jjUall ^>- Afll :(j.\ioiJ\) 3 y i jl ail y 

y < jJiiaSl aI=?- (3 Ac-j^ 3 :(jWJ\) 3 _j.[.*-] 


.4^> Jaw 




In Mill beer cil-Ah^iian it is said, "They tore him to pieces with the strikes 
[of their swords] and stabs [of their spears]." And in al-Qimqaatn, 
"Arrows struck him until he was like a bird with the arrows as his 
feathers. [...]" [AI-Majlisi records] in al-bibar, "The arrows in his armor 
were like the spines on the skin of a hedgehog, except they were 
[lodged in and around his chest, rather than his back]." 


y :(424 { jp i <3 l^”) 3 y>\ L»\ 

j^a 3P otajls < AxXi 3 £$y2 -VJi 3 d.? 9 " 

y>} j' -L fyj j) W / -9 (bi 

4X*^“ 4j i -'^4 y _5 I*pj|U aJc) 


: J 


Abu Mikhnaf wrote in his Maqla! , as did al-Darbandi in Asrar cil- 
Skabcula (p. 424): Khawli ibn Yazid al-Asbahi shot him witli an arrow 
in his breastbone, felling him off his horse [...]. [Al-Hussain (a)] drew 
the arrow out and began to take die flowing blood in his hands and 
using it to stain his noble head and beard. He would say, 

y aJc ) 3-k?" (_5 c 3 j 31 M 

•3 J!>’ ^ 3 *(^ j 
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This is bow I will meet my Lord, God! This is bow I will meet my 
grandfather, the Messenger of God (s), and complain to him of 
what befell me! 

.jJjL ^3 (Jlslll AX) uikP Jjlsl |(Ls . A_Jc- L _.. ; X» o jy~ j 

^ c L*Hc 


He then fell unconscious. When he woke, he attempted to stand and 
fight, but could not. He cried out loudly and said, 

< ol ~ . ■ < o 

“V 'j ‘ c dL^jL^ < G^Ljip Ijj 

liLfulaP j c^IomoU x £- j Ujilio ,Ja3\ 

!( f ^UI 


Uc \a colxjl cO^jjlil]! Ll Ij ( oljC^" col. 


i_lo- 


0'grandfather! O' Muhammad (s)! O' Abu al-Qasim (s)! O' 
father! O' AH (a)! O' Hassan (a)! O' ]afar! O' Ham^a! O' 
Aqeel! O' Abbas! 0' [how strong is] my thirst! O' [who will come 
to my] aid! O' howfew are my supporters! Will I be oppressed and 
killed while my grandfather is Muhammad al-Mustafa (s)? Will 
I be slaughtered thirsty while my father is Ali al-Murtada (a)? 
Will I be left massacred while my mother is Fatima al-Zabraa 
(a)?** 
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Al-Hussain (a) Fights on his Feet 

(J^ 9 < '~ a£ “ u • (J^3 • ‘U - * 1 Ij Ij y!a£- J ttc*^ J c j>- <Cs- 

(Jlx3 4 ^L>-j ,Jjli _j ‘tj^i 

Abu Mikhnaf said, "Al-Sa'qab ibn Zuhair relayed to me that Hameed 
ibn Muslim said, 'He [al-Hussain (a)] was wearing a woolen coat and a 
turban, and [was marked by the blood of the wounds that covered his 
body]. I heard him say before he was killed, as he was fighting on his 
feet like a valiant warrior.'" [Al-Hussain (a) then said,] 

tajkll 2 >Lp Ja \xs- ^Jju yfdiu V d3i\ J U\! 

< 3 ! 3 ‘(3^ \ 

<3 o\ ^ _} Lo\ . )l J* ( 5C^0 J, pidj. {T <^ 0 ^ 

l 5 c> " f" ‘ j 

__>\Jcx3\ fi i^JisXjai 

You encourage each other to kill me?! By God,you will never kill 
another of God's servant for which His anger will be greater than 
for your killing me! By God, J hope that God will honor me by 
your demise and then take reribution for [my murder jfrom whence 
you are not aware! Indeed, by God, if you kill me, God will turn 
your enmity toward one another, [so that you] shed [each other's] 
blood. He will not be content until He multiplies the most painful 
punishment [thatyou have now earned]. 13 ' 
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The Martyrdom of Muhammad ibn Abu 
Saeed ibn Aqeel 

Ul 0^*JLkP yiu^£» t y*C2^f-\ C-.1- 1 ^JJ 

J j'ji < S^ C ’ ‘(|* > d~**^ A^O <J* id! 

^_-. ^i.O y^'^A ySb y tAUjVl iAIL> ^jA ^yP' l)-L*J y y C ^y/*J *% 

O^lt y <.K~u^ ^jp JU 4JU> lj.2 L^ 3 ” ^ -?" d 2 ^) dt®^ j l~JC 

^j, ±j£~ yA ^*^UJ\ olli _j .4.„..fl i ^jp aJp »,_,«^P Ijls .Aj«ia3 ^ > a... »Jb 

aJI *-* y ^ A^ip^ 0* dd^" 0* -^■-^•*- ,u |^1 

.A^iiybjw 

Hani ibn Thubait al-Hadrami said, "I was standing [among the 
Umayyad soldiers] on the tenth [of Muharram] when al-Hussain (a) 
was felled. Suddenly, I saw a boy from the family of al-Hussain (a) 
wearing [...] two pearls in his ears and carrying a pillar from one of die 
tents. He was terrified, turning left and right. A man rushed towards 
lum. When he got near the boy, he leaned off his horse and struck him 
with his sword, killin g him. When he was chided for his actions, he 
refused to give his name [so that he would not be known]." 

That boy was Muhammad ibn Abu Saeed ibn Aqeel ibn Abu Talib. His 
mother was watching him in shock [as he was killed]. 158 
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The Martyrdom of Abdullah al-Asghar ibn 
al-Hassan (a) 

jA j <aj j (^LJ\ d! f/i ^ 

Cr^' i> ^A -J°3r^ ^ <_A lAA 

Ss 3 dj j isu 3 < uj o^JLc- aS 3 <uic) 

s ,(^LJ\ j s Ji *) j ^ya ^ J - 

After a while, they returned to al-Hussain (a) and surrounded him as 
he was sitdng on the ground unable to stand. A young boy, Abdullah 
ibn al-Hassan al-Sibt (a), ran out and he was eleven years of age. He 
saw his uncle surrounded by soldiers. He ran from amongst the 
women, rushing toward his uncle al-Hussain (a). [Lady] Zainab (a) ran 
after him to hold him. Al-Hussain (a) said to her. 

Hold him back, sister! 

3 '^ 3 "vjte 3 3 uA 

dAJjj a! (Jliis <*_U aJc-) <di ^ 

l^bls toJw IftliLils <*_ ^-\ 5 £ 

(f^U\ aJc-) ojAls . oCf- \> £LaS .4flLx> ^ bis c-&U 

:JU 3 <aJ\ 4 jJ^a 3 

The boy refused and tried as best he can to escape her. 
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[When the boy saw that] Abjar ibn Ka'b came close to al-Hussain (a) 
with his sword, he called out, "Woe to you, son of a vile woman! Would 
you kill my uncle?" Abjar struck [Abdullah] with his sword. When the 
boy tried to block the blow with his hand, it severed his arm so that it 
hung only by the skin. The boy cried out, "Uncle!" Al-Hussain (a) took 
him close and said, 

£dj\ d-lii (3 *-7— j (J [y b® j 

• \j\j 


O' tiepbew, be patient with what has befallen you and await the 
best of rewards for it! Surely, God will allow you to join your 
nghteousforefathers. 

AjJu (^LJ\ ‘cJc’) j 


Al-Hussain (a) then raised his hand and said, 

t •* 

t/'] J f&fS <.yy 

< ljjapin', j b< ljul | pf' oVV j c 

. Irj jj'f' \aj& ^ 

O' God, if You will provide for them for a while, then seperate 
them into factions, make them into various sects, and do not let the 
governors be pleased with them. Surely, they called us to support 
us, but they turned against us and fought us! 

aSU-jH _j .<up jgr <3 _j tjfcs ^ aU>>- j 

1\ <Uc) £* JL J* (Jt J 

.4juj1 j\ yii iff) Vl Ajuo 
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Harmala ibn Kahil launched an arrow at the boy, killing him in his 
uncle's arms. The [enemy] infantry charged left and right and killed 
anyone who remained with al-Hussain (a). None remained at that point 
but three or four men [alongside al-Hussain (a)]. l5v 
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Lady Zaynab Speaks to Omar ibn Saad 

JjCwU y yf" C-OUi t l^Ac-) C-AjJ 4S»-1 C^sr-J>- J 

^ !*J\ JiaX C-il j •XS' y\ 1 (J^ fj'. 

Jts-\ ^ ^ ^ -5 yf" 

[Lady] Zaynab walked to the tent's entrance and called out to Omar 
ibn Saad, "Woe to you, Omar! Will Abu Abdullah (a) be killed while 
you look on?!" He did not answer her, so she called out to the army, 
"Woe to you! Is there no Muslim amongst you?!" Again, no one 
answered. 160 
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Al-Hussain (a) Sees his Grandfather in a 
Vision 




Al-Hussain (a) then lowered liis head for a bit [as if he had slept for a 
short while]. He then awoke and said, 


^A ^ ^ ^ bjc. 

1 ll T l <1 1 -l.l- 


I just saw my grandfather, the Messneger of God (s), and he said, 
'My son, have patience. Soon, you will be with us. 1/61 
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The Men Who Killed al-Hussain (a) When 
he was Weakened 


^ Atjj A)^-Ja3 ,i_-jl>- (ej)u3\) 

^ . AC-^^3 4£.^j (A~^) j t Afl 

^ < ^ci JJ j «A^^i Ij. \TAj^-iis >_a.^.>xJlj ^Li^ii,\ Aajlc- ^c. ^>-1 

■ k_^$C J jJjU*- 


Shimr ibn Thiljawshan called out to his cavalry and infantry, "Woe to 
you, what are you waiting for? [Kill] the man! May your mothers grieve 
for you!" They attacked al-Hussain (a) from every direction. Zar'a ibn 
Shuraik struck al-Hussain (a) on his left shoulder. Al-Hussain (a) struck 
back and killed Zar'a. Another man struck him on his noble shoulder 
[again], so he fell [off his horse] to the ground. He had been 
overpowered, burdened [by his wounds] and felled. 


(3 f c 3 Cf- o'- 0 ^“““ 

aJ^) ■ »* 3 iQ^- t yA ■ 11 1 ^3^ 3 . -0 Lrfljl oL*j ^ 

e k-A’r A*aS^^jj3 _J . Ijiclij ^uL>- j 

■(Jj^ ^ < Ax*^- ^ A^u \j 1^. t,. ^a>- AjLo 


Stnan ibn Anas ibn Amr al-Nakha'i stabbed him in his shoulder blade. 
He took the spear and stabbed him again in his ribs. He took an arrow 
and shot him with an arrow, striking him in his neck. Al-Hussain (a) 
fell and sat on the ground. He drew the arrow from his neck and 
clasped his hands together [gathering the blood that flowed from his 
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wounds]. Whenever his hands would fill with blood, he would take it 
to stain his head and beard, saying, 




This is how I will meet God, stained with my own blood and 
usurped of my rights !' 62 
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Shimr’s Second Cry Inticing his Men to 
Kill al-Hussain (a) 


l*o ^ U '. jfi « *J\ Oj$C- ^ UjVG 3^^"* 

^ • AaIc* t ^U^l' j ys ^ jjjjaXl 1 

t Ajjjlc- y 4jih»- ^ ol^j c^**0 ^ll 4jj^S"^^Jr; iJA^aaj 

_j (3 p$~“i °^j (** ‘Sj-^ 3 3^ 3 f 3 o^*" 4 ^ 3 

. 4»Jj>- ^ Ai*l» 


Al-Hussain (a) remained lying on the ground for a while. If the enemy 
had wished to kill him, they could have. But each tribe would rely on 
the other and refuse to step forward. Al-Shimr called out, "Why do 
you [just] stand there? What are you waiting for? [Why don't you kill] 
the man, when he has been overburdened by wounds and arrows? 
Charge at him!" 

Zar'a ibn Shuraik struck him on his left shoulder, al-Hossayn shot him 
with an arrow in his jaw, and another man struck him on his shoulder 
[again]. Sinan ibn Anas stabbed him in his shoulder blade and his ribs, 
then shot him with an arrow in his neck. Salih ibn Wahab stabbed him 
in his side .' 63 
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Hilal ibn Nafl f Describes al-Hussain (a) 
as he Takes his Final Breaths 


‘- X *- u tj. jf' eJu 

ju C~=rj^ :Jla Si ( jp) \A*s tJ /i\ g 

AJAo .. >« 3 >-\ 4 -oUj W* &.-S2A i . 4.,. I. fl'») 4j\ ^ < 4- A c. 

^ ^ ^ .ill} j <IdT-j ^ 

Hilal ibn Nafi' said, "I was standing in the camp of Omar ibn Saad 
when someone called out, 'Glad tidings, commander! Shimr has killed 
al-Hussain (a)! I rushed from between the lines and stood over him as 
he was taking his last breaths. By God, I have not seen a felled man 
covered in blood that was more handsome than him or of a brighter 
face. The brightness of his face and his handsome appearance 
distracted me from thinking about killing him." IM 
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Al-Hussain (a) Asks for Water in his Last 
Breaths 


4l ^ ® y ~ \\ 1^j 13 t e-U ( 31 A -1 AAIj if aAp) ^L-^wC-ol 5 

t(^^LAl a3p) Jlii .\#T y** *—-*a^oIA-1 {£-*~ pAA jijjj V 


In tliat condition, al-Hussain (a) asked for water. The enemies refused 
to give him. A man called out, "You will not taste water until you reach 
die scortching fire [of Hell] and drink its boiling waters!" Al-Hussain 
(a) replied, 


ajA ek * y° a^IA- 1 b! 

<jJu&o etb~b« -tip Jjuj/O f t f Ajto j 

^AaJ ^ j *j! ^P th y* ^ 

•<J> 


Is it me who will reach the scortching fire [of Hell] and drink its 
boiling waters ? No! I will reach my grandfather the Messenger of 
God (s) and live with him in bis home [in Paradise], in the abode 
of truthfulness with an omnipotent King, and drink it's unstaling 
water! I will complain to him of how you transgressed against me 
and done to me! 


.liul ye ^Js>-\ k_Jk} f ,Jjc£ ^ Ajtjl <^ca*^b \yfa*£ 

i_jp ^xi>U-\ V j tdi-is j t| 4)3 y» Ail j 4 ~*\j 

.U\ jA 


They were all angered [by what he said], as if God had not put a shred 
of mere)' in any of their hearts. They severed his head as he was 
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speaking to them. I was sutprised by their lack of mercy and said, "By 
God, I will not go along with you in any matter again!" 

JjU :Jl5 :244 jo 2 ^ 4ji\ ^ jl/Vl) J 

J*' a* JW-j ij v/yUl 0* J* 5, J lT**' i> ^ y* 

IJaxJi Jl5i c(j.^LJl <Ut) jwU jAj Jc IjSj 

lil ^ t lA—! Jjflj ^ C ^ ■„_ 4 - - i Jj- drn eW 

X\ _j bl (^"Ul jf* (jj j <\!T ^ 4Jc- ^31^ djA ( j<\ ^ci 

Sayyid al-Jaza'eri says in al-Amvar al-Nti‘nianiya (v. 2 p. 244), "Then the 
enemy of God Sinan ibn Anas and Shimr ibn Thiljawshan approached 
with soldiers from the levant. They stood at al-Hussain's (a) head and 
said to each other, 'Finish the man off!' Sinan ibn Anas went down, 
grabbed al-Hussain's (a) beard, and began to strike him on his neck, 
saying, 'By God, I am severing your head and I know that you are the 
son of the Messenger of God (s) and that your mother and father are 
the best of parents!"' 

^ c/" 0 ' O- 3 ; 284 ^jo 2 <3 3 

^dc- _LJu *tJc) dh***^ - ^ 

■C^3^- di “^) Cft***^ O^J Jp" 

Al-Askari writes in Muqaddiniat Mimal al-Oqool (v. 2 p. 284), "Sinan ibn 
Anas would charge against any man who would approach al-Hussain 
(a), fearing that someone would beat him to al-Hussain's (a) head. He 
severd al-Hussain's (a) head and gave it to Khawli." 165 
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Al-Hussain’s (a) Prayer Before his 
Martyrdom 

:Jla j dl ksfc (^^***11 Jbi-\ 4 j jcL«il U. j 


When [al-Hussain's (a) condition became dire and he was taking his 
last breaths], he looked towads the heavens and said, 

i Jp^ll Lo ^Jp joljj t $.l>^^\ 

\jC c i_-o^3 y^"* - 

jjSCi . v_-_-AA=> b« iljj j U j.il3 t—jb 

< \jlo3 obAl c—S'j I j <bj-Uft- .iJ^COl .0^0 \Al c li\ 

j t lA-I) (ji x' - •■u \ j (LjjSCo j .libU- lA-bAj^ \ j 

.li^oUp 


O' God,you are tbe Most High Place, Greatest Power, and Most 
Terrible Punishment. You are independent of all creation, sublime 
in Your glory, able to act as You wish, close [to Your creations] in 
Your meny, truthful in Your promise, bounteous in Your 
blessings, and generous in Your goodness. Your are close if You 
are called upon and wil accept the repentance of whoever repents to 
You. You are able in what You will and will have what You 
demand. You are appreciative of those who thank You and will 
remember those who remember You. I call on You while I'm in 
need, longfor You in my dependence [on You], seek refuge in You 
from my fears, ay [to You] in my distress, rely on You in my 
weakness, and trust in You to suffice me. 
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J ^ .? c* j ^ f°-\ f^' 

aST j Uc. *ji\ J-tf) jj 4 - dL~- j dU sj* yd- 3 <lijB 

^ d - *?"^ ‘(_^*~d^ d^ _j s r*fia^ >\ ,_£j]\ (^L« j 

‘ Sd) « oLiLjaS ^ ‘ W -J£ j W ~_f ^y* 

SyM* V J {.il^u djj (Jlo .JCLAiS—1\ d-lLt l> l^WyM <&\ ^ 


:>U ^1 Uta l ca! dAd- V yO Old l> .dl^>- \jw? .lijd 
jv^-jj _j ^dA 4 4 — 1 “•^*'^'id^ \j c i3 (S^~ ^ 


,,j^U-\ j&- 


O' God, judge between us and our people, for they have called 
decieved, deserted, betrayed, and murdered us. We are the progeny 
of your Prophet and the children of your Beloved Muhammad (s), 
whom You had chosen for the message and Inis ted with revelation. 
So grant us in our matter relief and rescue, O' most merciful of the 
merciful. [Grant us] patience with Your judgment. There is no 
God but You, O' aid of those who call [upon You] for aid. I have 
no Lord but You and I do not worship anyone beside You, [so 
grant me] patience with Your judgment. O' aid of whomever has 
no aid [but You]! O' Everlasting who will never perish! O' reviver 
of the dead! O' judge of eveiy soul and what it has done! Judge 
between me and them, for You are the best of the judges. 166 
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Enemy Generals are Bewildered and 
Unable to Behead al-Hussain (a) 


033^- ^ 3 * ^jA ^ <. 4*sic- &* ^ 

o^3^^ ^ 3 ^^ 3 1 ‘i --.^ ^\ 

_J i JL’Ac-Luu 4 ^oJo 

[Al-Hussain (a)] then fell unconscious with the soldiers surrounding 
him for three hours, not knowing whether he was dead of alive. Al- 
Hussain (a) remained on laying on the ground for three hours, stained 
widt his own blood. He would say, 


-U olvt l) t 4^ V <obl*£23 ]jU> 

[O' Cod, grant us] patience with Your judgment! There is no God 
but You, O' aid of whoever asks [You] for aid! 

: JjL a*->j j ojd- y>- ^U-j jjjujl aJ\ jJ£>Is 

(UU*Sj^J J ((_^0 O'- -U-o) 4^1 j 0° <-!/' 0^ 3 f^-3 

^ {JjS < 43^1aj Uc) ]y°jS for^ 4Jjs lijj 

0* ^Hs- 03^ j' \f ‘ * x *~“ ir- - : 3* 3 ‘ l? <J>3 3 ®- Jj - 

L oLoJj 4jl\ ^1\ djll fxA ! 4j i^Jllao \jl j < 4^o J (3^^} j 

•CPr^~ 


Forty men approached him, attempting to sever his noble head. All the 
while, Omar ibn Saad would call out, "Woe to you! Finish him quickly!" 

The first to approach [al-Hussain (a)] was Shabath ibn Rib'i carrying a 
sword. He came close to sever his head, but when al-Hussain (a) 
opened his eyes, [Shabath] threw down the sword and ran away saying, 
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"Woe to you, ibn Saad! You wish to claim innocence from the blood 
and murder of al-Hussain (a), while I would be the one responsible for 
it! God forbid that I should meet Him with your blood [on my hands|, 
O' Hussain (a)!" 

dby j i j, 

fUll (3 Ai\ l> iC-Jui (JIa9 .*\ z 3 

■ A! 1 —_j aS^ j 43c- 

. ^>-1 \lls 4 _a--* 3\ ^Aacl l> 

Sinan ibn Anas stepped forward and said [to Shabath], "May your 
mother mourn you and your tribe grieve for you if you refuse to kill 
him!" Sabath replied, "Woe to you! He opened his eyes when I drew 
near and they looked like the eyes of the Messenger of God (s). Shame 
did not allow me to kill a man who looked like the Messenger of God 
(s)." [Sman] said, "Woe to you! Give me the sword, for I am more 
deserving [of the honor] to kill him then you!" 

^Jl 4)1^ ilseo ijlji yti J ( IjU 2 6 -^i. A —J <jb-~o 

lo ijJlol :Jl5 j (aJ\ . CXr^~ - 

CAftjj <«U\ 4cl^" CjJk is 3 J Ai\ 3 a1^3 

0 s - 

He took the sword, hoping to sever [al-Hussain's (a)] head. But when 
al-Hussain (a) looked at him, Sinan began to shake. The sword fell 
from his hand and he ran off, saying, "God forbid diat I should meet 
him with your blood [on my hands], O Hussain (a)! 


2H3 


Shimr approached fSinan] and said, "May your mother mourn you, 
why have you returned without killing him?" He replied, "Woe to you! 
He opened his eyes when I drew near, so I remembered the valor of 
his father and was too overcome to kill him!" 167 
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Who Will Finish Off al-Hussain (a)? 

•°hj jjj, y-. jb—* Jte j 

lP o *s3l jl>\ j iij-iap c6i\ <lj : a! Jlis 

jwJ-1 aS JIa9 .AXoJj ji-1 ^ oli3 ^C. oUll J \U-^ dj^ai ‘ O 0 S 1 O^ 3 

:(^»^LJ\ aJc) 

Sinan [ibn Anas] said to Khawli ibn Yazid al-Asbahi, "Sever his head!" 
But he hesitated and his hands shook [in fear]. Sinan said to him, "May 
God ruin your arms and sever your hands!" 

Then Shimr ibn Thiljawshan, who was a leper, came to al-Hussain (a), 
kicked him, threw him on his back, and grabbed his beard. Al-Hussain 
(a) said to him, 

.^\Suc 

You are the piebald dog I saw in my vision! 

‘<j~3 y, y\^~» _j 0^3^^ <^P O'- 0 s * ^ Y?3J 3 *3^) 

j£““ d~J*^3 ya AjUj iJ_jb < aJc) j 

^y <—>.xJ' a*y\y y,\ ^b _j ‘ aW_^ 

• 0 jo yo #AU j«>Ij jw?ls y° 

Sliimr says, "Do you liken me to a dog, O’ son of Fatima (a)?" and 
began to strike al-Hussain's (a) neck with Iris sword. 

It is also narrated that al-Hussain (a) was approached by Shimr ibn 
Thiljawshan and Sinan ibn Anas while he was taking Iris last breaths 
and chewing his tongue out of thirst. Shirm kicked him and said, "O' 


2H5 


son of Abu Turab, do you not claim drat your father stands at the 
Prophet's (s) Pond [in Paradise], giving water to whomever loves him? 
So wait until you take a drink from lus hand." 


A^*lc*) ^J £ A^a £—oJk£>- 

(JI3 ^ aJc-) 1 ; 1 qt $ ,^xaj ^ ^ £Ax^~ 


:a! 


Shimr tlien said to Sinan, "Sever Iris head from the back!" Sinan replied, 
"By God I will not do so, for his grandfather Muhammad (s) would be 
my adversary!" Shimr grew angry, sat on al-PIussain's (a) chest, held on 
to his bear, and proceeded to finish him. Al-Hussain (a) smiled and 
said, 

? Ill ^ ^3 V J\ IjJoii 

Will you kill me? Doyou not know who I am? 

J X- £*\ybjl\ A^lali iAb\ 5A5^*J»\ {jXsj£-\ 

AjyJ? j j liAS^sl _j ^ dU-ai- j £^alayoU J J$- 

A^uij y>- ^ £A Oj JaiG ' ^J%u\ AjLw*a *5 ^ 

Shimr replied, "I know you well. Your mother is Fatima al-Zahraa (a), 
your father is Ali al-Murtada (a), and your grandfather is Muhammad 
al-Mustafa (s), but your enemy is God the Most Might and Sublime! I 
will kill you without hesitation!" Shimr struck al-Hussain (a) twelve 
times and then severed his noble head. 108 
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Shimr Beheads al-Hussain (a) 

ail y d>\ jU ‘SiA'd ^>1 ^ lj ijLJ j-iJ' 

^iW^all A*_JM s-l_j~u d! js-1 J^*-l l- 4 

^3 (^*^L^Jl A*lc) ^^.fcii»i ‘i -\ *^-£j ■*■« Jo i 1 -ii J^-l3 

4 Jlfli !ju> l dika jp jJ d—Jj < jJt\ ^ ^1 :J\s j <<u° 

:(j»'i-J\ <ult) jc-J-l 

Shimr said to Sinan, "Woe to you! What a coward in the midst of batde. 
Give me the sword, for by God no one is more descrvant of al- 
Hussain's (a) blood then I am. I will kill him whether he is the like of 
al-Mustafa (a) or Ali al-Murtada (a)!" He took the sword from Sinan's 
hand and sat on al-Hussain's (a) chest. But al-Hussain (a) did not show 
fear, so Shimr said, "Do not dunk that I am like the ones who came to 
you before, for I will not hesitate to kill you O' Hussain (a)!" Al- 
Hussain (a) said, 

4jl! (_jJl a!^ 3 llllf ys d-dijjl J^is cdlijj G-j\ 

^ Ail j aJc 

Woe to you, who are you? You have surely sat on a gnat place 
which the Prophet (s) would always kiss! 

:(j.NLJl aJc) li\ :aS Jlis 

Shimr [who had masked himself] replied, "I am al-Shimr al-Dababi." 
Al-Hussain (a) asked, 

! ? ^3^JU lol 

Do you not know who I am? 
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j j <. .iijjl j t^ju>*i-\ C-«jl < J, :kjll j!j Jtti 

:a! JIa 9 ^£-Xs>- iiAj_i£>-j i ^ fia^sW 

The bastard replied, "Yes, you are al-Hussain (a), your father is al- 
Murtada (a), your mother is al-Zahraa (a), your grandfather is al- 
Mustafa (s), and your grandmother is Khadija al-Kubra." Al-Hussain 
(a) said, 

Woe to you, if you know me then why would you kill me? 

<ulc-) ■•Hy. ly° :a! <Jlii9 

Shimr replied, "By killing you, I wish to earn tire prize of Yazid." Al- 
Hussain (a) asked, 

j j djc dji\ {S’**? *—■*»-1 le^ 

^ A»> 9jfU- j*l 

Which is more preferable to you, the intercession of my grandfather 
the Messenger of God (s) or the pri^e of Ya fid? 

Jlii .d-lA j -iij'S’" A&U-i ^y> j oLx) (^1 <--<=>-1 Jjji 9/W {j* 

Shimr replied, "A single coin from the prize of Yazid is more 
preferable to me than the intercession of your father and grandfather!" 
Al-Hussain (a) said, 

.*IL\ A) jCS> f^cis y# Ai 'il 

If you must kill me, then give me a diink of waterfirst! 
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j <Laf- 'Lif- Oji.\ jl *IU ,3jju U ii\ j tol^* 

J°!r^ o' fjr *— w *^ ‘ v 'jr <J[\ ^Vj: J\3 ^ .^yr -**» 

.(|»^U\ “\1 (Jliii tilui-**! ( J^>- Jy\ tG- 3- ' ij* 

Shimr said, "Alas! Alas! You will not taste water until you taste death 
[slowly by my hand]! O' son of Abu Turab (a), do you not claim that 
your father is at the Pond [of Paradise], quenching the thirst of 
whomever he likes? So wait a little until your father gives you a drink!" 
Al-Hussain (a) said, 

. jJJl )£i JubJ J cjlsS" U y\ ill viiJL 


I ask you by God to lift your mask so that I can see yourface! 

<cAc.) 4 Jlii . j-jjS\ 


When Shimr lifted his mask, al-Hussain (a) saw that he was a leper and 
was blind in one eye, having a long nose like the snout of a dog and 
hair like die hair of a pig. Al-Hussain (a) said, 



j ajt dill 


Surely, my grandfather the Messenger of God (s) has told the truth! 


:Jls 5 j aJc- yS) d3l' J • ^5 (Jli^ 


Sliimr asked, "And what has your grandfadier the Messenger of God 
(s) said?" Al-Hussain (a) replied, 


'-i® 1 -i-iij <y 1 4 i £ ') 

jxjCS j»jjj j jj^ jy a ! < 
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1 beard him say to my father, 'O' Ali (a), this son of yours [i.e. 
a /-Hussain (a)] will be killed by a leper who is blind in one eye, 
having a long nose like the snout of a dog and hair like the hair of 
apig. 


yA kijl j (J is* : jib 1 a! (Jlis 

aJc) AJUs ^03 \J^ 


Shimr said, "Does your grandfather the Messenger of God (s) liken me 
to a dog! By God, I will slaughter you from the back as punishment 
for the words of your grandfather!" Shimr then turned al-Hussain (a) 
on his face and began to slit his veins with the sword [...]. Whenever 
Shimr severed a part of him, al-Hussain (a) cried out, 

ol— ulsP 1 \j O^ldTP fiij oil—oU& 

. ol ~tfd' ^ o^l*23 


O' Muhammad (s)l O' Ali (a)! O' Hassan (a)! O' Jafar! O' 
blamya! O' Aqeel! O' Abbas! O' the murder! O' how few my 
supporters are! O ' how distant I am from home! 


O^b J&3 .. ■liijio oll3 O^C j a— o\j 


Shimr severed al-Hussain’s (a) head and hoisted it on a long spear. The 
army cried out thrice, "Allah AkbaM^ 
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The Number of al-Hussain's (a) Wounds 

•uAs J ^^5 OjJwS-^S 3c) •*>■ (3 1* IjJC jT 

3o^ 3 ^3 3 J ■ 1 fl-- 3\j 4jj-i? 0^'^’ _5 3jl _J < 

—3 ( ( jl^ ,l ^i 3 j 3 ^$>33 ^ 1 * 3 ^^° 3 

< i^-]—“ (_$3 (^3-3\ aJc-) { j &^ 3 ’^ £ ?3 •'“- j 169 


j 






When they counted the number of wounds in al-Hussain's (a) body, 
they found 33 spear stabs and 34 sword cuts. They found on his clothes 
120 arrow holes. This is in accordance to what al-Tabari mentioned in 
his historical account. 


Al-Sayyid al-Ameen writes in Lawa'ijal-Ashjan (p. 169), "They found in 
al-Hussain's (a) shirt over a hundred and ten of tears due to arrows, 
stabs, and strikes." 

j o3$ 3c) ~^3 ^ 3c) ^^Lai\ ^ j 

ju»-_j 3 :(j.^LJ\ 3c) j3U\ jc- j -\r^ oy^ 3^3 oy$> 

iO^s-jU] /va° 3 3 j j 4 jU"^j Aj 

y*- <&*- 3c 3 3 d 3 

j \j£> jy— 3 j3\ ^j 3\ 4ijj 31 '■\y° dy ^ j ^ ^ 


It is narrated that al-Sadiq (a) said there were 33 stabs and 34 cuts seen 
on al-Hussain's (a) body. It is also narrated that al-Baqir (a) said there 
were three hundred and twenty some wounds found on al-Hussain s 
(a) body. 
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In the manuscript of Masra' al-Hnssain (a) [found in die Asad Library 
in Damascus], Abu Mikhnaf says, "He was wearing a dark woolen 
cloak which received 180 hits. Some 62 stabs and strikes actually 
reached his noble body."’ 70 
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AI-Hussain’s (a) Horse at the Moment of 
his Martyrdom 


e-Jj J < KS- (J*? - (^bJl 4*ic) < ts^ ^ ^ 

‘^Wj Cj^.J' o"J^\ l$*~ ‘ A -'j- x i J O^ - i/l] 

■Uc.) jwJ-\ j ur yj\ jT .^3 _jLI\ ^g (y-UU ~^JX°) j ^ 

tl]jb di-sXo-b* . ^ ^*s\ ^ 

0*‘ hr^J ^ bis ‘ jj?"‘'ly* 3 (ji~ u j aS^ _j aJg dil\ (J-s) 

. j 3 (j.^U\ <Ug) b-j^ 

When al-Hussain (a) was felled, his horse began to defend him. It 
would jump at every enemy rider, push him off his saddle, and trample 
him, until it killed forty men (as narrated by al-Jaloudi in Mad in at al- 
Ma'aji ^). 

The horse then stained its mane with al-Hussain's (a) blood and 
galloped toward the camp, neighing loudly. The daughter's of the 
Prophet (s) heard his neighs and stepped out [to greet al-Hussain (a)]. 
When they saw that the horse returned without a rider, they knew that 
al-Hussain (a) was killed. 171 
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Lady Zaynab Rushes Toward al-Hussain 

(a) 


lLo\^ < dw«Jo IjUlP ^jC' l*>s... U, 

C.‘ s rj>- < A. U^ -^ (^^LJ\ l^ic.) v_-lij C-jit - * 1 j cM ^ j 

alilcS iwJji-\ ^jd 4^Jc.) OV^ - ^ l)^ 3 ^ < A^ La' . .«jV 

«l^\j v_jjj 1^9 3^ 3 ^ i Oj >\*& ^ 

‘<J^J^ jjc L^>wJ (J^ (5^] V^ - 3 


When al-Hussain (a) fell to the ground bloodied and looked upon the 
heavens, his horse galloped toward the tents. [Lady] Zaynab heard the 
horse's neighs and rushed out of the tent. Whenever her brother al- 
Hussain (a) would approach, she used to rush to him, embrace him, 
and kiss him, and he would kiss her head. But when she saw the horse 
without a knight and its reigns dragging on the ground, she fainted [out 
of distress]. 


^ t ^ j Ji .P ^y> 

l&W-l . \ y . ,,ijp ^ ^3 

o* 3 J Li ^3 (_) C ' 

j (jV l« yyU* 3 “^9 j <(w4jU-\j^- 

\j <oL>\ ij <LJuu>- j oJt^o>- ^c. dUs»-jla9 

iL-J j ^c. >—-av_-.J .oLUj < olj — -..m 

• T >.—i ^ 1 i JUc-aj jp* li j 
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When she woke, she rushed into the battlefield looking right and left, 
constandy nipping on her robe and falling to her face in her horror. 
She saw her brother al-Hussain (a) lying on the ground, clinching the 
sands with his hands. Blood flowed from his wounds; three hundred 
and eighty of them, between cuts and stabs. She threw herself on his 
noble body and called out, "O' bother! O' master! O' [martyred] family! 
Let the sky fall upon the earth! Let the mountains crumble into vallies! 
Woe to you, Omar ibn Saad! Was Abu Abdullah killed while you 
looked on?" But no one gave her any answer. 

^ £. . .* 1 1; j o . Ij j 

Goo-tla-if” Ij j*& j 11^9 ACS* !a> j <UP 

And as she was speaking, Shimr whipped her on her shoulders and 
said, "Get away from him or I'll send you right after him!" He 
forcefully pushed her away from [her brother] and began to hit her 
relendcssly until she returned to the camp. 17 " 



What did Imam Hussain's (a) Horse say 
in its Neighs? 

j [ jK] j*' ^ ^ a/- j (v_JsUU) ^p 

A^ip) JlS • CaLo ATP 

•u^A ** 3 

The author of al-Manaqib and Muhammad ibn Abu Talib say that the 
horse would neigh and strike its head on the ground near the tent until 
it died. The Commander of the Faithful (a) said on the day of Siffin, 

JjA> j c j A—u^9 jASi. j c Ij ljda P ^AA 

^ j <1^ C-I; C-ii9 A*1 y* ac^H 4£uoS>zJ^ ^ 

This son of mine will be killed thirsty in Karbala. His horse will 
gallop and neigh. It would say in its neighs, 'The injustice 1 . The 
injustice! This nation has killed the son of their Prophet's (s) 
daughter while they read the Quran that [the Prophet (s)] had 
brought them!' 173 
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Why is the Tragedy of Ashura the Greatest 
Tragedy? 

C_a5”" (j'li -id 3 aJc) JLaj 

> ^ 

J y^j 4*s ^5-Al' fod _j j f j 4---^ ^ 

L^Ac) A&i^li A*9 ^j/A\ 3 (ji**' j aJA j A«1c 4ii' All' 

ij/*-"^"' AA d* 3 (_£-il' 3 aJc) 1 jU^A\ jvz\ A*9 d* 3 0>"^' _j 

:JtiA “jp-Jl (j»^LJ\ aJc) 


Someone asked Imam Sadiq (a), "O' son of the Messenger of God (s), 
why is it that the day of Ashura has become a day of tragedy, sadness, 
mourning, and tears, but the same has not occurred for the day in 
which the Messenger of God (s) passed away, or the day in which 
[Lady] Fatima (a) died, or the day in which the Commander of the 
Faithful (a) was murdered, or the day in which al-Hassan (a) was killed 
by poison?" Imam Sadiq (a) replied, 

jL* aJg) ^ y, 

«JU Jo ^i.\ *Ld3' o' ^ j 

i j a!^ j ‘Olt Ail' (_5^' kTA* ■ 4~“'* > ~ \y&" 

( , ^ £ ') dji" 44 '^ 3 dr*- 44 ^"' 3 j oy°_d' 

d y&) a*l?u C— a* id 3 .o^u j ^uu ^ 

.cji-wu j fS^- 3 d/** 4 ^ 3 UiAy^ j i*' 

The day of al-Tlussain (a) [and bis martyrdom] is the greatest 
tragedy throughout lime. That is because the Ashab al-KJsa 1 - the 
People of the Cloak - who were the most honored creation of God 
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Almighty, were five. When the Pmpbet (s) passed away, the 
Commander of the Faithful (a), [Lady] Fatima (a), al-Hassan 
(a), and a I-Hussain (a) remained as solace and consolation. When 
[Lady] Fatima (a) passed away, the Commander of the Faithful 
(a), al-Hassan (a), and al-Hussain (a) remained as solace and 
consolation. 


_) C ij ^ (*i 'c^ (jA* 






^j-uUJ Jss>-\ ^L*S3\ l Jjbl yA ^ ‘tit) ( J^s 


off y^\^ t ~^r AjIjo c ojf~u ^ A^3 




piaf-1 ^y. jLs iJAIaU s-laS" 


When the Commander of the Faithful (a) passed away, al-Flassan 
(a) and al-Hussain (a) remained as solace and consolation. When 
al-Hassan (a)passed away, al-Hussain (a) remained as solace and 
consolation. When al-Hussain (a) was killed, none of Ahl al- 
Kisa' remained to be of solace and consolation. Thus, his passing 
was like the passing of all of them combined, fust as his presence 
was like the presence of all of them combined. That is why his day 
[i.e. his martyrdom] is the greatest tragedy. 174 
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A Caller from the Heavens Warns a 
Misguided Nation 




Imam Sadiq (a) said, 

<Uj\ ya 2 >\x« 4 A_u*j\j ^LsjjJ 

Uiy\ sJUsll lti\ lf_\ f\ :J& <J» 0 Uk ^ <JU J Ap 

fas V j ^ «Oi\ ^\a3j "il ((L^aj ifc- L^y Juu ^jl«iai\ 

j't pi Jp- t \-xd jyiji )l j 'yp U ajl' _j p»- ^ • L ^’\ ^ j 

.(p>Lui\ pit) ju.i-\ 


IPTrc// al-Hussain ibn AH (a) was struck with the sword and 
Sbimr approached to sever his head, a caller [an angel] called by 
the command of God, the Blessed and Almighty Lord of Majesty, 
from the vicinity of the Throne, 'O' nation that has become 
confused, oppressive, and deviant after it's Prophet (s), may God 
never bless you with a fast, a Filr, or an Adha.' By God, surely 
they were not blessed nor will they ever be blessed until the rising of 
the one will seek vengenceforal-Hussain (a) [meaning the Awaited 
Twelfth Imam (a)].' 75 


A Caller from the Heavens Mourns al- 
Hussain (a) 


j ‘iij ji : >— y\ JjL 

C-jJkiS ^ i : j (^ »—J^lj 

J ^13 t^boVl ^>A ^LAlIl 0^^ J ^A9 'fri f***l l ^jA >}b^0 j .bo.} 

lA^aijjls .(^>U\ < ^ c ') y. (j; y. j*lc^ 

*!</ j ^y£> l^~9 J LpS <AaILxo (,\^yM bjojwj &Jf£' diji 

.^AP Acl»*i |y~A9 .f-W Jk3 iwAjudi 

Abu Mikhnaf says diat when al-Shimr hoisted the blessed head on a 
long spear and the enemy called out Takbir three times, die eardi 
quaked, the heavens darkened, and die sky rained blood. A caller from 
the heavens called, "By God, an Imam - the son of an Imam and 
brother to an Imam - has been killed. By God, a valiant knight - son to 
a valiant knight - has been killed. He is al-Hussain ibn Adi ibn Abi Talib 
(a)." Then, a dark dust cloud rose carrying red sand. No thing or 
movement could be seen in it. People thought that [God’s] punishment 
had befallen them. They were in that state for an hour until [the dust 
cloud] dissipated. 176 
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Savage Crimes Never Seen Before in 
History 


f {j. J), 

i* ***^ A^ic-) A^~ ^ ^ 3 aJ^ Aill AJll 

lyjii-l J (^U-aJ\ j-jjj (Jt ciji °y*J 3 tl\^X-\ 

j t ^ l ^La^g'V' f-')l^\ Ajlil^l j A/>j^- y^isVx_—u\ j 4 ^Lj«]\ ^j<j _i"^U\ <.W-j1 A; 

AjjAil I^aIj ^ol c- £o \jjb . ^ jOy v_->V^3*i/\ 4_jLiLS-1 ^C. ^j5j\ 

! ^ “f"'s^' ^ Jjj. m!\ cAj^jJ\ 

Muhammad ibn Talha al-Shafi’i wrote in Matalib al-Sa'oiik Then they 
severed the head of the beloved grandson of the Messenger of God 
(s), al-Hussain (a), with the edges of their swords. They raised his head 
[...] on the top of a spear, and paraded it across the land and throught 
the nation. They dragged his weakened family and children 
oppressively, transporting them on bony camels without any saddle. 
This is all despite their knowledge that they are the progeny of the 
Prophet (s), whom they were commanded to love in the express verses 
of the Holy Quran, [which says, “Say [O' Prophet (s)], ‘I do not ask 
you any reward for [delivery of the Message] except the love of [my] 
relatives .’”] 177 



Who Killed al-Hussain (a)? 
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When studying this issue we must distinguish between two separate 
questions. First, who struck al-Hussain (a) with die cridcal blow that 
defeated him, felling him to die ground? Second, who is the one who 
slaughtered him and severed his head? In other words, who finished 
him off and hastened his deadi? Note that beheading may be die cause 
of death, or that it may simply be a hastening of death. The latter was 
what happened with al-Hussain (a), who was beheaded as he was in his 
last breaths. 
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The answer to the question revolves, according to historical accounts, 
between three individuals - Sliimr ibn Thiljawshan al-Dababi, Sinan 


302 





ibn Anas al-Nakha'i, and Khawli ibn Yazid al-Asbahi. As for what is 
mentioned diat Omar ibn Saad is the one who killed al-Hussain (a), 
that is a matter of metaphor. In other words, he was the one who gave 
die command to kill al-Hussain (a) and was the commander of the 
army that murdered him. Thus, Omar ibn Saad was the killer but 
indirecdy. 

ihe historical accounts seem to suggest that Khawli is not the actual 
killer either. Thus, the quesdon of who delivered the critical blow and 
who beheaded al-Hussain (a) revolves between Shimr and Sinan. 

I believe it is more probable that die killer is Shimr for die following 
reasons: 
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First, the prominence of the account relayed by lecturers, and wliich 
they have passed along for generations, that die killer of al-Hussain (a) 
is Shimr ibn Thiljawshan. Second, the express words of Ziyarcit al- 
Nahiya al-Mitqacldasa, stating that al-FIussain's (a) killer is Sliimr. 

Third, diese dnee individuals were hardhearted brutes, but Shimr was 
the most audacious and blooddiirsty. Shimr s hatred for al-Hussain (a) 
was multiplied when al-Hussain (a) told him that he saw die Prophet 
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(s) ill a vision and was told that die individual who would kill him was 
a piebald leper who had a long snout like a dog. This description 
applies to Sliimr. [...] 
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Tliat is why when Khawli wanted to finish off al-Hussain (a) but 
hesitated and returned unsuccessful, Shimr said to him, "May your 
mother mourn you, why have you hesitated in killing him?" 

As I write diis, I have twenty historical accounts in front of me on the 
table from which I can deduce the following: 

e5a!\ o' 

33 j -hy. (j. 3_?*" 31 


0; O^** 1 (4iL>- 3 £^3^ j') ^ 3* uJu—J\j 

c 33-31 ^33 ' 3* ^Al' bi 


1^3 j3l^ -3^" 31 <_33 Jju . J -^3^ o3?3 <-P Cp 

.*^7^ c e 33 !j 1 3 ^^* o' 


.(j»33' 33 3 j 5 ^ j jl^* oj^3 


The one who shot al-Hussain (a) with an arrow, knocking him off his 
horse and to the ground, was Khawli ibn Yazid al-Asbahi. The one 
who struck al-Hussain (a) the final critical blow with a sword on his 
head - or in other accounts with a spear in his jaw - was Sinan ibn Anas 
al-Nakha'i. The one who beheaded al-Hussain (a) while he was taking 
his final breaths, hastening his death, was Shimr ibn Thiljawshan al- 
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Dababi. After he beheaded al-Hussain (a), he gave the head to Khavvli 
to carry. 

As for the accounts that asserted that Khawli was the one who 
beheaded al-Hussain (a), that was a confusion caused by die fact that 
he hoisted the head on the spear. Thus, we conclude that Sinan and 
Shimr were actually the two who joined in the killing of al-Hussain 

(a).' 7B 
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The Martyrdom of AI-Hussain (a) was on 
a Friday 
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Abu al-Faraj al-Asfahani says in Maqatil al-Talibijyim He was born on 
the 5th of Shabaan, 4 AH. He was killed on Friday, the 10th of 
Muharram, 61 AH, while he was fifty six years and some months old. 
It is also said that he was killed on a Saturday, but what we mentioned 
earlier is more accurate. As for what is mentioned by the public that 
he was killed on a Monday, it is incorrect and relayed without any 
attribution. The 1st of Muharram in the year of his martyrdom was on 
a Wednesday, as can be deduced by [astronomical] calculations 
through several calendars. If that is tire case, then tire loth day cannot 
be a Monday. This is a clear and obvious truth that can be added to 
the available narrations. 17 ' 7 
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